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Yosef have had that special coat, had Yaakov  
had Rachel’s counsel?  

7th Aliya (36:20-43) Esav’s 
descendants are enumerated: 
nations and kings.

As with Yishmael, Esav’s family is 
detailed. This is the end of the story of 
who is in the Jewish people and who out. 
The rest of the Torah is the story of Yaakov 
and his family, all of whom are the Jewish 
people. 

HAFTORAH VAYISHLACH 
OVADIAH 1:1-21

This week’s Haftorah taken from the 
book of Ovadiah describes the punishment 
that will ultimately be brought upon Edom, 
the descendant of Esav. This theme relates 
directly to Esav’s conflict with Yaakov 
which is highlighted in the Torah reading.

The navi Ovadiah is a convert to Juda-
ism and had his own roots in the Edomite 
people. The Edomites did not offer to help 
Judea when they were attacked by the Bab-
yloninans. Many years later the Edomites, 
who are associated with the Roman Empire, 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

“Then Yaakov was greatly afraid” (32:8)
ויירא יעקב מאד )לב:ח(

What was Yaakov afraid of while preparing his encounter with Eisav? 
The Midrash Rabbah points out that Yaakov was very concerned that Eisav, a descendant of Avraham, was 

fulfilling the Divine command of living in Israel, whilst Yaakov lived abroad.
Rabbi Shmuel Mohilever (1824-1898, Founders of Hovevei Zion Movement) asks a question: Why was 

Yaakov fearful of Eisav’s one Mitzvah of living in Israel when he (Yaakov) lived with Lavan and “Garti (lived)” 
in numerical value equals 613 (Rashi), postulating that Yaakov fulfilled all the 613 commandments?

From here you can see how the Mitzvah of “Dwelling in the Land of Israel”, even if fulfilled by a non-Jew, 
can rival a righteous Jew’s fulfillment of many mitzvot. How much more so, a Jewish person who accomplishes 
the command of Living in Eretz Yisrael himself is cherished by the Holy One Above. As the Yalkut Shimoni (3) 
quotes: “G-d says if only my people would settle the land of Israel, even if they would cause impurity to it.”

Shabbat Shalom

One mitzvah in Vayishlach , one of 3 in the book 
of B’reishit. The only prohibition of the Torah’s 
365 in B’reishit - Gid HaNasheh

MITZVOT

STATS

8th of 54 sedras; 8th of 12 in B’reishit 
Written on 237 lines; rank 11th 
9 Parshi’ot - 6 P’tuchot; 3 S’tumot 
153 p’sukim - 4th (1st in B’reishit), tied with 
No’ach, but more words and letters 
1976 words - 6th (4th in B’reishit) 
7458 letters - 6th (4th in B’reishit)   

were responsible for destroying the Second 
Beit Hamikdash and caused untold suffer-
ing and pain upon the Jewish nation.

Although the Roman Empire was one of 
the most formidable and powerful nations 
to rule the world, the prophet of Israel 
reveals the following: “The house of Yaa-
kov shall be fire and the house of Yosef a 
flame, and the house of Esav shall become 
stubble, and they shall ignite them and con-
sume them…”.

The Haftorah then describes the divi-
sion of Esav’s land amongst the returning 


