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Drinkis theLink
Explaining the Mitzvah of Drinking on Purim

by Rabbi Mendel Weinbach

P
urim is a veritable
cornucopia of paradoxes
that ignite the imagination
of both scholar and

layman. But perhaps the greatest
challenge of all is posed by this
requirement to indulge in drink to
the point of losing the faculty of
discernment. How, ask the
commentaries throughout the
generations, can we be
commanded to invite that very
intoxication which is so roundly
reviled in both Scripture and
Talmud? And why such a puzzling
standard of non-discernment?

Just to set the record straight
regarding the halacha, it is the
consensus of the authorities that
literal fulfillment of this
requirement is limited only to

those who are capable of doing so
without impairing their ability to
fulfill all of the mitzvot connected
with the festive Purim meal
(washing hands, blessings before
and after, etc.), or without inciting
them to improper conduct. For
most people it is sufficient to drink
more than is their custom and to
achieve the level of fuzziness
suggested by the Talmud through
a drink-induced nap. 

But our original problem still
remains. Why encourage excess
drinking altogether, and why set a
goal of such enigmatic nature? 
The answers, of course, lie in an
analysis of the Purim story as
recorded in Megillat Esther. The
events chronicled in this Divinely
inspired document cover a

A man is obligated to imbibe on Purim
until he can no longer distinguish
between “Cursed is Haman” and
“Blessed is Mordechai.”
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decade of history, from the grand banquet in which
Queen Vashti meets her downfall until the
miraculous turnabout of a Jewish nation threatened
with genocide overcoming its enemies thanks to the
intervention of Queen Esther. From the perspective
of historians and political analysts it is virtually
impossible to see any link between the events
separated by so many years and so many political
developments. What connection can possibly be
surmised between the drunken domestic quarrel
between Achashverosh and Vashti in the third year
of his reign and the same king’s submitting to
Esther’s entreaties in his twelfth year? Chapters, if
not volumes, could probably be written about how
Haman’s meteoric rise to power and the geopolitical
upheavals of a mighty Persian Empire on the
threshold of a challenge from the ascendant
Macedonians affected the fickle monarch’s
decision-making process in first sanctioning
genocide and then rejecting it.

But historians are capable of dealing only with
tangible links. The Divine Author of history, however,
reveals to His chosen people in Megillat Esther that
there is a powerful connection between events
separated by so much time. The Divine Healer
prepared the cure before the illness by removing
Vashti in favor of Esther even before He sent the
plague of Haman’s genocidal decree to alarm His
sinful people into repentance. The clue to this
linkage is wine — the wine that brought a king to a
drunken rage against a rebellious queen, and the
wine that another queen, concealing her Jewish
identity, served both husband and enemy at the
climactic banquet where she successfully pleaded
for her people’s salvation. 

If the link is wine then it is wine that we must
indulge in beyond our habit in order to remember
and reflect upon this invisible thread that weaves
such disparate events into a miraculous tapestry of

Divine intervention. And the level of our indulgence
must be one that rejects the normal approaches of
discernment, abandons the logic of social and
political analysts and seeks the Divine hand in the
workings of history. 

Until he can no longer distinguish between “Cursed
is Haman” and “Blessed is Mordechai.” Many
interpretations have been offered as to why this
particular criterion has been chosen for
determining the desired level of inebriation. On the
simplest level it is a reference to a song of praise we
sing after the reading of the Megillah and which we
repeat in our festive meals, and it is a challenge to
the drinker to keep the lyrics in order when his
spirits are so high.

In a deeper sense, however, we may suggest that
there are two levels of thanksgiving when a person
is saved from disaster by Divine intervention. One
is hoda’ah — thanks — and the other is hallel —
praise. The visceral reaction of the survivor is to
thank Heaven. But if asked whether he would have
preferred to never have been exposed to the
danger, his response would invariably be “Yes!” He
would prefer to completely forget that it ever
existed. Only after serious reflection does he realize
that the danger he faced was a gift from Heaven to
wake him up and redirect him. It is then that he sings
the praises of G-d for having provided him with such
an educational experience. 

On Chanukah we offer both hoda’ah in the form
of the Al Hanissim prayer and hallel in the recital of
Hallel for eight days. On Purim the reading of the
Megillah is our hallel, for it teaches us to appreciate
the value of the danger as well as the salvation. 

“Cursed is Haman” refers to the danger, “Blessed
is Mordechai” to the salvation. When one drinks
enough wine to link all the events in the hallel of our
Megillah he no longer discerns between the values
of the two.

Drinkis theLink
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Costume Custom
by Rabbi Richard Jacobs

The origin and reason for masquerades on Purim

W
hen you walk the streets of
Jerusalem, or the Jewish area of any
town in the run up to Purim, you see
the shop racks full of costumes, the

masques of masquerade hanging in display,
adorning arcade mannequins. “Mordechai” and
“Esther” joust for attention with mutant ninja turtles
and Spiderman; Kallah (bridal) dresses and “Torah
scrolls” alongside fairies and Winnie the Pooh.

Dressing up on Purim is a long-standing custom;
the earliest record is found in the writings of the
Mahari Mintz, a late 15th century Italian Rabbi and
scholar. He writes that on Purim it is permitted for
a man to dress up as a woman and vice versa, and
it is clearly implied that this is a custom that is well
established in his day.

Which begs the question: Why do we wear
costumes on Purim?

There are a number of different reasons. A mask
and costume hide the identity of the wearer. From
the outside not only can you not tell who the
individual wearer is, you don’t have any insights
into their nature whatsoever. This person dressed
as a non-Jew, may well be a non-Jew. In the same
way that we drink until we don’t know the
difference between “Blessed is Mordechai” and
“Cursed is Haman”, the costume tells us that we
really don’t know who stands before us. Maybe it
really is someone who will persecute us.
Alternatively, maybe behind the mask, no matter
how far they appear to be from Torah, is a Jew, a
family member, “one of the tribe”.

One of the deeper reasons for this custom is that
the entire miracle of Purim was clothed in natural
happenings. The events of the Purim story
happened over a period of years and are
seemingly unconnected. There isn’t even an
explicit mention of G-d’s name in the Megillah. In
fact the very name of the Megillah — “Esther” —
hints to the hidden nature of the miracle. When the
Talmud asks “Where do we see a hint to Esther in

the Torah?” it answers with a verse from
Deuteronomy (31:18) “v’Anochi haster Astir Panai”
(“and I will surely hide My Face”). The word
“Esther” means “hidden”.

Within the Megillah there are a number of
“dressings up”. Vashti remains attached to her
attire despite the demands of Achashverosh. Esther
doesn’t reveal her people — no one knew where
she was from nor realized she was Jewish. People
who saw her thought she was from their (foreign)
nation. Mordechai wore sackcloth in mourning for
his people and was later dressed in the clothes of
the king. 

To take another approach, what is at the root of
Amalek’s hatred of the Jewish People? Amalek is
the direct descendant of Esav, and it is with Esav
that we first encounter the idea of clothes
concealing that which is within. Esav is the
archetypal “wolf in sheep’s clothing”. His outward
behavior was that of a tzaddik, while his inner
drives were pure evil. In contrast, Yaakov’s
righteousness was so concealed that even Yitzchak
didn’t recognize it until Rivka revealed it. Yitzchak
was going to give the special blessing to Esav. At
his mother’s instigation Yaakov, wearing Esav’s
clothes, preempted Esav and went to Yitzchak with
the food that Rivka had prepared. On a superficial
level, Yaakov’s behavior seems deceptive. On
Purim we dress in different clothes to show that
Yaakov did not commit a sin, and even though he
wore the garments of Esav, Yaakov is indeed
“blessed”.

On a more practical note one of the mitzvot of the
day is giving charity to the poor. Receiving charity
can be devastatingly embarrassing for someone.
When they are in fancy dress, however, no one can
see their face, and they are not recognized, thus
sparing the embarrassment.

Finally, as we all know, dressing up is fun and
adds to the simcha and the joy of the Purim
celebrations, and Purim is a day for celebration!
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Megillah
Q&A

1. 127 (Esther 1:1)
2. 180 (Esther 1:4)
3. Bigtan and Teresh (Esther 2:21)
4. With a lottery (Esther 3:7)
5. Two: Achashverosh and Haman (Esther 5:4

and 5:8)
6. Haman’s house (Esther 8:3)
7. Because of the “Pur” (lots) cast by Haman

(Esther 9:26)
8. Four: 1) Reading of the Megillah, 2) Sending

gifts to friends, 3) Giving gifts to the poor, 4)
Feasting with food and drink (Shulchan Aruch
Orach Chaim 690, 695, 696)

9. Binyamin and Yehuda (Esther 2:5)
10. Al Hanissim (Orach Chaim 693, 695)
11. Parshat Amalek – Shmot 17:1-9 (Orach

Chaim 693)
12. He was descended from the Amalekite King

Agag who was slain by the Prophet Shmuel
(Book of Shmuel I 15:32-33)

13. Four (Esther 1:3, 1:5, 5:5, 7:1), two thrown by
the king and two by Esther.

14. More than he is accustomed to drinking
and, if he can maintain his sobriety, to the
point where he cannot distinguish between
“Cursed by Haman, blessed be Mordechai.”
(Orach Chaim 695)

15. Shushan (Esther 1:2 and repeated
throughout the Megillah)

16. “This is what is done for the man whom the
king honors.” (Esther 7:11)

17. Charvona (Esther 7:9)
18. Cities that were walled from the days of

Yehoshua (Yerushalayim as an example) read
on the 15 Adar, others on 14 Adar. (Orach
Chaim 685)

19. Taanit Esther (Orach Chaim 686)
20. Three days and nights (Esther 5:15)

1. How many countries did Achashverosh rule
over?

2. How many days did the first feast last?
3. What are the names of Achashverosh’s two

servants who plotted to kill him?
4. How did Haman choose the date that he did

for killing the Jews?
5. How many people did Esther invite to her

parties?
6. What did Mordechai receive with the hanging

of Haman?
7. Why is this holiday called “Purim”?
8. How many different mitzvot do we fulfill on

Purim?
9. Which two tribes are mentioned in relation to

Mordechai?
10. What do we add to our regular Shmone Esrai

and birkat hamazon?
11. What portion of the Torah is read on Purim

morning?
12. Why is Haman referred to as “Ha’agagi”?
13. How many wine banquets are mentioned in

the Megillah?
14. How much should one drink in celebration

of Purim?
15. In which city did all the Megillah events take

place?
16. What was the proclamation made by Haman

as he led Mordechai on parade?
17. Who informed the king about the gallows

which Haman had prepared for Mordechai?
18. Which cities celebrate Purim on 14 Adar and

which on 15 Adar?
19. What is the name of the fast day preceding

Purim?
20. How many days did Esther and the Jews of

Shushan fast in order to deserve a miracle?
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continued on page seven

one
ALL
for

An individual’s responsibility to help others

by Rabbi Reuven Lauffer

T
he story of Purim is a real roller coaster.
It contains almost everything required
for a “good read”. It has intrigue, murder,
a sensitive and wise hero, a cold and evil
antagonist, a powerful king, a beautiful

queen, parties galore, an assassination attempt and
plenty more.

And yet, the fact that the Megillah is included in
Tanach is not merely an indication that it made it
onto the “Shushan Times Best Seller List,” but rather
that it contains powerful and personal messages for
every single Jew in every single generation. In fact,
one of the wonders of the Megillah is that every
year new messages come to light and its eternal
significance is emphasized anew. As I was studying
the Megillah this year I was hit by a seemingly
insignificant piece of narrative that takes place.
Mordechai is patiently explaining to Esther why it
is imperative that she risk her life and attempt to
have an unscheduled audience with Achashverosh.
After presenting his very compelling argument,
Mordechai adds “And who knows if it wasn’t for this
moment that you became the queen?”.

They may sound innocuous but those words are
very sharp, perhaps even sarcastic and acerbic.
What possessed Mordechai (our sensitive and wise
hero) to be quite so severe? Because he wanted to

stress in the clearest possible way to Esther that it
is G-d who is in charge of destiny. In other words,
Mordechai is saying, “What do you think? That
being the queen will save you from the
approaching genocide? Well, think again!”

Esther hears those words and understands the
message. 

And that should give us all pause for thought.
What about us? Do we hear our messages or do we
ignore them and continue on our merry way
without too much thought as to who is running our
world and what is required of us? In Ethics of the
Fathers Hillel says, “In a place where there are no
leaders, strive to be a leader”. Hillel is teaching us
that someone has to take responsibility, and if there
is no one prepared to do so, then you be the one.

But there is a deeper, more personal meaning
hidden behind the words. Very often, when one is
in private there is a feeling that if I can’t be seen it
does not really matter too much how careful I am,
not in my relations to other people and not with my
relationship to G-d. Hillel wants us to know that
nothing could be further from the truth. In public
and in private we must strive to reach a level of
symmetry where the inner persona and the outer
one reflect the same character. And it is that lesson
that Mordechai is conveying to Esther. Esther is
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being told that it is not enough to feel the pain and
the sorrow of the Jewish People in public. That same
anguish must be apparent in private as well, to the
point that she must be prepared to give up her life,
if necessary, to save them.

There is a story told about a small town in
Siberia, where once a father and a son came to the
Rabbi, each one laying claim to the one coat in the
house. The father stayed home while the son went
off to work each day. The father said that he needed
the coat; otherwise he would freeze to death as
there was no heating in the house and the walls
were insufficient to keep out the winds. The son, on
the other hand, claimed that his need was far more
pressing because he was out working all day in the
exposed fields. The father retorted that as the son
was working after a while he would warm up and
not need the coat anyway. The son replied that even
though their house was full of unplugged holes it
was still preferable to be indoors as there was
always some shelter to be found. The Rabbi, being
unsure as to who should have the coat, told them to
come back two days later when he would give them
an answer. On their way home both the father and
the son begin to assess the claim of the other one
and they came to the realization that perhaps the
other was right after all. So, on their return to the
Rabbi two days later, they were still arguing, but this
time each was claiming that the other one should
take the coat!

On hearing both of them present their cases
once again, the Rabbi asked them to please wait.
He left the room, only to return almost immediately

with a coat that he gave to them, telling them that
now they would each have a coat to wear. Of course,
both the father and the son thanked the Rabbi
profusely and began to leave. As they got to the
door the son turned around and asked the Rabbi
why he hadn’t just given them the coat two days
ago. The Rabbi answered that when they were both
fighting because each one thought that he needed
the coat more, the Rabbi thought to himself that he
also needed his coat. But when they returned with
each one wanting to manage without the coat, the
Rabbi thought to himself that he could also manage
without his coat!

That is the significance of the seemingly severe
and extraneous sentence that Mordechai added
when speaking to Esther — “And who knows if it
wasn’t for this moment that you became the
queen?”

It’s not enough to say “I’m okay”. The Jewish
People are all interconnected with each other and
there can be no such thing as one person shirking
his responsibility because he thinks that the effect
will be negligible. Purim and the Megillah are
teaching us that even though we seem to live in a
world where very few of us are prepared to accept
responsibility, we are not released from our
accountability to ourselves and to the Jewish
People. We must learn that in Judaism “each to their
own” is an anathema.

And that sounds like a very powerful message for
this Purim: If I don’t take responsibility, even if I
think that I am under-qualified, who will?

oneforALL

A Three Month Introductor y Program for Students
Gain a broad knowledge of Judaism and its relevance to 

21st Century Jews and explore Israel like you have never seen it before. 

SHORESH shoresh@ohr.edu

J E W I S H L E A R N I N G E X C H A N G E

A 3 week summer / winter program like you have never experienced. 
Explore Israel (on and off the beaten track) and what it means to be Jewish. 

jle@ohr.edu
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Purim timeline
3338 (422 BCE)

3390 (370 BCE)

3395 (365 BCE)

3399 (361 BCE)

3401 (359 BCE)

3404 (356 BCE)

3405 (355 BCE)

3406 (354 BCE)

3408 (352 BCE)

3389 (371 BCE)

3387 (373 BCE)

• Destruction of 1st Temple - Tisha B’Av 
• Nebuchadnezar 
• Jeremiah, Ezekiel 
• Prophecies of destruction and exile, Prophecies of return 
• Babylonian Exile, Daniel and Ezra

• Foundations laid for Second Temple

• Persians stops construction 

• Feast of Achashverosh in the third year of his reign
• Queen Vashti, granddaughter of Nebuchadnezar slain for defying the

king

• Tevet - Esther becomes queen in the place of Vashti
• Mordechai appointed to king’s gate
• Bigtan - Teresh plot
• Promotion of Haman

• Renewal of settlement in Israel, including Golan and East Bank

• Nissan 13: Haman casts lots; sends out letters; Mordechai sends message
to Esther; three day fast begins

• Nissan 15: On third day of fast Esther comes before the king;
Achashverosh and Haman attend Esther’s banquet

• Nissan 16: Haman leads Mordechai through Shushan streets; Joins king at
second banquet and is hanged after being exposed

• Adar 13: Jews turn the tables by subduing their enemies; ten sons of
Haman slain in Shushan the Capital

• Adar 14: Jews in Shushan destroy their enemies; bodies of Haman’s sons
hanged. Jews in other cities rest and celebrate

• Adar 15: Jews in Shushan rest and celebrate

• Writing of the Megillah and its acceptance as part of Tanach

• Second Temple completed 70 years after destruction 
• The Great Assembly, Shimon HaTzaddik 
• Alexander of Macedon 
• Establishment of Prayers, End of Prophecy

• Proclamation of Cyrus, Return to Israel 
• Persian Empire 
• Minority returns to Israel with Nehemiah in Nissan

Red - in Megillat Esther  / Blue    - not in Megillat Esthern

n

n

n

n

n

l

l

l

l

l

l

l
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TIMES 
• Purim is preceded by the Fast of Esther, which

begins at dawn on the 13th of Adar and continues
until nightfall. When the 13th is on Shabbat (like this
year), the Fast of Esther is observed on the
preceding Thursday. It is forbidden to eat and drink
on this day (one may, however, wash, and wear
leather shoes). 

• In unwalled cities, Purim is celebrated on the 14th
of Adar, from night to night. 

• In cities with walls dating from the days of Joshua,
Purim is celebrated on the 15th of Adar, as it was in
Shushan, the capital of Persia; hence the name,
Shushan Purim. Jerusalem is a walled city and most
of its suburbs are also considered part of Jerusalem
regarding this law. 

READING OF THE SCROLL OF ESTHER
Kriat Hamegillah

• The Scroll of Esther is read publicly in the evening
and on the morning of Purim.

• It must be read from a scroll written in accordance
with halachah.

• The reader and the audience must have intent to
fulfill the mitzvah of reading and to fulfill the
obligation of the blessings before and after. 

• It is customary to make noise when the name of
Haman is mentioned. 

• It is forbidden to speak from the time of the
blessings before the reading, until the end of the
blessings after the reading. 

• Ideally the scroll should be read in the presence of
a minyan. 

PRAYER Tefillah
• The prayer ‘Al Hanissim’ is added in the Silent Prayer

(Shmoneh Esrei) and in Grace after Meals.
• If one forgot ‘Al Hanissim’ one does not repeat the

prayer or blessing.
• During the morning service (Shacharit), the Torah is

read. 
• The prayer of repentance, Tachanun, is not recited,

nor is the prayer Lamenatzeach. 

GIFTS TO FRIENDS Mishloach Manot
• One is obligated to give at least one gift to one

fellow Jew. The more the better. 
• The gift must consist of at least two items of food,

ready to eat. 
• It is preferable to send the gift via a third party. 

GIFTS TO THE POOR Matanot L’evyonim
• One is obligated to give a gift of money, sufficient

for one meal, to at least two poor people. The more
the better. 

• Funds must be available on the day of Purim. (No
post-dated checks.) 

• It is preferable to take care of this obligation early
in the day. 

• The gift may be given to a third party in order to
distribute on the day of Purim. 

• More should be spent on gifts to the poor than on
gifts to friends (unless they are also poor). 

THE FESTIVE MEAL Seudat Purim
• It is obligatory to partake of a festive meal on the

day of Purim. 
• It is customary to eat food with seeds - e.g.,

Hamentashen with poppy seed filling. 
• One should drink more wine than one is accustomed

to. 
• It is correct to invite guests, especially the needy. 
• The conversation should be focused on words of

Torah. 
CUSTOMS Minhagim

• Many have a custom to dress up in costumes. 
• It is customary to give charity to all who ask. 
• Some produce amusing Purim plays. 
• Some also present amusing divrei Torah. 
• It is customary to visit the homes of one’s Rabbis and

teachers. 
• One should start studying the laws of Passover on

Purim. 
• It is correct not to engage in business or work on

Purim. 
• At the afternoon service before Purim it is

customary to give three coins (preferable with the
number ½ on them) to charity in memory of the
three “half-shekels” given to the Temple.

Laws Purimof
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W
hen Sir Donald Wolfit, the last of the
great English actor/managers, was
lying on his deathbed, one of his
young actors said to him: “Sir Donald,

after a life so filled with success and fame, dying
must be hard.”

To which Sir Donald replied: “Dying is easy;
comedy is hard.”

They say a coward dies many times. The same
must also be true for comedians.

Any actor who has stood in front of an audience,
and watched a line that he practiced for weeks clang
helplessly to the floor to roars of silence, will
appreciate Sir Donald’s sentiments. Comedy is hard
because we don’t really understand what makes
people laugh. We know what’s funny because we
laugh at it. But trying to distill the essence of comedy
into a set of principles or laws is not so easy.

One of the basic elements of comedy is
incongruity. Seeing a king wearing a red clown’s
nose is funny. Seeing a clown wearing a red nose
isn’t.

Underlying this aspect of incongruity is a deeper
idea — absurdity. We expect the world to have a
certain natural order of events. When these events
are suddenly turned upside down, the result is
comic.

Which brings us to another element of comedy —

sudden reversal. Comedy depends on the
mysterious quality of “timing”. The information that
will make the audience laugh has to be revealed in
a certain time-frame. Too quickly, and the laugh is
stifled before it’s born. Too slowly, and the joke is
‘telegraphed’ — people see it coming and it dies its
own death.

PERFECT TIMING
One of the most notable aspects of the Purim story

is ‘hippuch’ — sudden reversal. Haman has his
gallows ready to hang Mordechai. The letters
decreeing the ‘final solution of the Jewish problem’
have been sent out in all 127 languages to the far
corners of the Persian Empire. In a split second,
everything was turned upside down.

The only difference between tragedy and comedy
is the ending. 

The Purim story is a comedy in the classic sense.
All seems set for disaster and in an instant
everything is turned on its head. This combination of
total reversal and perfect timing gives Purim its
special flavor of joy.

COMEDY VERSUS RIDICULE 
Most of what passes today for comedy is in fact

ridicule. Where is the real comedy that fills our
mouths with laughter?

The

Last
Laugh

The humor in the sudden 
‘reversal’ of the Purim story

by Rabbi Yaakov Asher Sinclair

continued on page ten
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Are You a Busy Executive?
Why not benefit from a one week tailor-made learning program?

THE OHR SOMAYACH EXECUTIVE RENEWAL PROGRAM 
is designed to assist successful men of all levels in growing in Torah.

For more information contact r.leskin@ohr.edu

It seems that in a world that accounts cynicism as
wisdom, we have lost the genuine article of real
comedy. Like some ‘invasion of the body-snatchers’,
comedy has been abducted and in its place sits
ridicule grinning like an imbecile.

Jews have always been known for their humor. It’s
as if the world recognizes that there is something
particularly Jewish about humor and that humor is
part of the essence of Judaism. But how can
something as serious as religion tolerate something
as light as humor?

Humor doesn’t have to be light. It doesn’t have to
lead to scoffing, to derision. Comedy is a serious
business.

Jewish humor is about the absurd. It’s about the
human condition itself. It’s about living in a world that
seems to make no sense:

Belorussia, mid-winter. Temperature: 45 degrees
below zero. Moishe and Shloime are lying shivering in
their tattered coats on two iron beds. Moishe said to
Shloime: “Shloime, close the window, it’s cold outside.”

“Moishele, and if I close the window, it will be warm
outside?”

Groucho Marx in a letter resigning from a golf club
that didn’t let in Jews. “Dear Sir, I do not wish to be

part of a club that will have me as a member.”
Behind every Jewish joke there’s a Jewish tear. A

wry bittersweet feeling of two thousand years of
exile. Tears of sadness. Tears of joy.

In the Psalm, Shir Hama’alot, that we sing after a
festive meal, there is a line that yearns for the coming
of Mashiach: “Then will our mouths be filled with
laughter...” When the Mashiach comes, he will come
in an instant, and things will be totally turned upside
down.

Just like Purim, he will come in crisis, in
catastrophic reversal — hippuch. His coming will not
be through gradual improvement. He will come in
the darkest hour — which is always just before the
dawn.

The bittersweet humor of the Jewish People will
then be transformed to a sweet-sweet humor. There
will no longer be an elegiac quality to it. Ridicule will
be deposed from its throne of idiocy. Our mouths will
be filled with laughter. It will be a laughter of
discovery, a laughter of total realization. Then we will
see how all the pieces in this Comedy of the Absurd
called Life fit into place.

Then we will laugh the last laugh.

Did you ever consider a career in chinuch, 
kiruv or rabbonus in chutz l’aretz? 

Ohr Lagolah Hertz Leadership Institute
For details contact: lagolah@ohr.edu

T H E  C E N T E R  F O R  J E W I S H  S T U D I E S
A one year program for college graduates or students seeking a deeper 

understanding of Judaism and who have a strong will to become independent 
in Talmud skills before returning to their career or general studies 

center@ohr.edu

continued from page nine
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THE PESACH HANDBOOK - FREE DOWNLOAD FROM

http://ohr.edu/special/pesach/handbook.pdf

continued on page twelve

A
lthough at Sinai the Jewish People had to
be forced into accepting the Torah, the
Talmud (Shabbat 88a) teaches that the
Torah was accepted again willingly at the

time of the Purim miracle. This is alluded to in the
verse “Kimu v’kiblu haYehudim” (Esther 9:27) —
“The Jews ‘established’ and ‘accepted’ ” — in as
much as it should have said “Kiblu v’kimu” — “they
‘accepted’ and they ‘fulfilled’ ”. This indicates that at
the time of the Purim miracle they were now
‘establishing’ something that had already been
‘received’.

The Midrash Tanchuma indicates that though at
Sinai they had initially said “na’ase v’nishma” — we
will do and we will hear —  that was only in regard
to the Written Law, whereas pertaining to the Oral
Law they were intimidated and overwhelmed by its
vastness and depth and needed coercion into
accepting it.

It would follow then that the mitzvot of the day of
Purim should be thematically connected to
reaccepting the Oral Law. These are:

• Giving a ‘machtzit hashekel’ (half-shekel) prior
to Purim
• Reading of the Megillah
• Mishloach Manot - Sending Delicacies to one
another

• Matanot L’evyonim - Gifts to the poor
• The Purim Seudah (Festive Meal)
• The mitzvah to imbibe and drink to the point of
intoxication

The Half-Shekel
Many commentaries point out that the machtzit

hashekel is to remind us that we are only a part of a
whole — that we need each other. The content and
methodology of the Oral Law work with
extraordinary condensation and terseness,
necessitating participatory elucidation by the
learner. As is noted in the Mishna, interactive
learning with another — “dikduk chaverim” — is a
prerequisite for acquiring Torah, especially the Oral
Law; and the Written Law (Tanach) is
incomprehensible without the Oral Law.

The Megillah
The Megillah of Esther symbolizes the paradox of

“hester” — that which is hidden, like the covert
miracles of the Purim story. Our challenge is to be
“megaleh” — to reveal — what is implicit in the text.
Such is the challenge of applying the Torah methods
of the Oral Law to the written text in order to render
the hidden revealed.

A Second Chance
A Second Chance

Reaccepting the Oral Law on Purim
by Rabbi Nota Schiller
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Sending Delicacies & Gifts to the Poor
As the mitzvah of mishloach manot can be fulfilled

by sending two food items to the Rothschilds or the
Bronfmans, clearly our obligation does not originate
in their need. It is rather the fostering of friendship,
the declaration of kinship that is inherent in the act.
A facilitator of dikduk chaverim.

Even more so for the materially poor or
intellectually/spiritually poor who need our
assistance and await this helping hand. The Mishna
calls a Torah scholar a “chaver” — literally “friend”
— since by definition he is a friend to every Jew.

Purim Seuda & Drinking on Purim
Chazal teach that engaging in festive meals

promotes cordiality and friendship which results in
connecting hearts.

Yet the intellectual enterprise of the Oral Law
remains a supreme challenge of the mind and heart.
The Chazon Ish points out that this toil of mind and
soul is what purifies and elevates the Jew. Hence the
root paradox of human existence wherein we are
required to treat the challenge as if it is dependent
on us yet ever be cognizant that only the Almighty
makes it happen. 

So, on this day of reacceptance of that Oral Law
that had intimidated and frightened the people
because of its immensity and intricacies, at this very
moment we “sacrifice our mind on the altar”
(through the drinking) to declare that ultimate

spiritual and intellectual attainments require help
from Heaven.

How well I remember returning late at night from
the Yeshiva to our two-family home in Brownsville
where my great uncle who lived in the adjoining
apartment had built a basement to rent out for
parties. Half way up the block I could determine
whether it was a gentile party or a Jewish (invariably
secular as there weren’t many observant Jews in the
immediate area). If it was a gentile party they were
already out in the street by the time I was returning,
beating each other up. A few drinks and it was
inevitable. If it was a Jewish party, however non-
halachic, still the hidden Jew surfaced and the guys
would be inside the basement hugging each other.

Chazal teach that the “quality” of a person can be
determined by “Kiso, Kaso, Koso”. This means (in
order) his attitude and management of: his money,
anger and drinking. 

Kiso — machtzit hashekel, shalach manot and
matanot l’evyonim. 

Kaso — students of Torah must perforce go
through a process of confrontation and hostility in
presenting and defending their ideas (even a father
and son). However they don’t leave the Beit Midrash
until they have been bonded in kinship. 

Koso — the seudah and the imbibing facilitating
that camaraderie.

Happy Purim!

POST HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS IN OHR SOMAYACH

DERECH INSTITUTE
A one year program for those committed to mitzvah observance and interested in becoming
independent in Talmud skills and dealing with basic issues in Judaism.  derech@ohr.edu

YESOD Foundations for Life
A combination of Torah study and wholesome extracurricular activities yesod@ohr.edu

CHAI ISRAEL
A unique opportunity which combines thought-provoking classes challenging internships, exciting
excursions, Israeli culture and meaningful experiences – in a comfortable Jewish atmosphere
chaiisrael@ohr.edu

A Second Chance
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T
he Talmudic statement that “A person is obligated to get
intoxicated on Purim until he can’t discern between
Blessed is Mordechai and Cursed is Haman” which has
challenged the commentaries as to how to justify this
directive to become inebriated almost to the dangerously

deranged state reached by Lot that famous fugitive from the ancient
city of Sodom in light of the rational sane lucid intelligent and open-
eye manner in which a Jew is at every other time of the year required
to conduct himself and which is not mentioned in Maimonides’
magnus opus Mishneh Torah but rather a seemingly similar
statement that one should “drink until drunk and then sleep amidst
drunkenness” explored at first by the famous later-day authority
Rabbi Yechiel Michel Epstein in the Aruch Hashulchan as a possible
explanation of the Talmud’s dictum to so benumb the mind as to blur
the obvious demarcation separating the diametrically opposed
characters of Haman and Mordechai which may indeed be said to
be achieved through drink-induced sleep and is codified according
to Rabbi Moshe Isserles in the Shulchan Aruch as a bonifide
fulfillment thereof but upon a precise examination of the Talmud’s
phraseology implying that only if directly through the drink itself
one come to the requisite dull-headedness has one fulfilled one’s
duty Rabbi Epstein demonstrates to be offered not as an
explanation of but rather in rejection of and in opposition to the
Talmudic one has spawned a variety of definitions as to the exact
level of befuddlement sufficient for its realization including but not
limited to the inability to recite the entire lyrics of a song well-
known in Talmudic times in which the aforementioned Biblical
personalities’ epithets feature prominently the resultant confusion
arising from the attempt to calculate numerically the correct
gematria value corresponding to the letters of these two arch-foes’
appellations and respective blessed or cursed designations which
when sober are equal to exactly the same as one another or being
incapable of deciding whether or not Haman’s demise was of
greater benefit to the Jewish People than Mordechai’s
aggrandizement or the other way around.

• Based on Aruch Hashulchan 495

* All competition entries must be submitted in seventy languages, each in-
scribed upon a separate gold ingot (double spaced) with the plume of a Ti-
betan Dodo Bird, and hand-delivered to the Ohr Somayach Fundraiser in Mir
(Space Station, that is, so you’ll probably need to have access to a time ma-
chine as well).

Win a Free * Hawaiian Vacation!
Be the first person to properly punctuate the following sentence!

A summary 

of the entire 

Talmud Bavli,

Yerushalmi,

Tur, Shulchan

Aruch and 

their major

commentaries

studied in the

course of the

weekly 

“International

Double 

Caffeine 

Coffee Lovers

Speed-Reading

Torah Study

Club”

study cycle.
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The Monkey Suit

I was at a large department store the other day
trying on a suit when from between the suit racks
I see a man, whom I thought was the salesman,

shoot a suspicious glance in my direction. Well, did
he think I was trying to steal or something? I was just
trying the suit on for size! So I scowled at him and he
did likewise. Now I couldn’t resist; I did something I
haven’t done since I was probably in second grade: I
scrunched up my nose, stuck out my tongue and (I’m

not proud to admit it) I said “naaaaahhh!”
Well, what do you think he did? He scrunched up

his nose, stuck out his tongue and mimicked me to the
tee.

Suddenly it dawned on me: I was looking in the
mirror!

Other people’s feelings towards you sometimes just
reflect your feelings towards them. So judge others
favorably, because you might really be them, they might
really be you, and the next person you judge favorably
might be yourself!

THE AUERBACH EDITION
Essays, Poems & Photographs 

by Yaakov Asher Sinclair

QUESTION MARKET
Relevant, informative, and 

thought-provoking answers to 
contemporary questions on 

Jewish law, customs, and ethics

Volume One
THE KLEIN EDITION

LOVE of the LAND 
A compendium of selections from Torah 

and historical sources which express 
the special relationship between the 

People of Israel and the Land of Israel.

Volume One
THE GLADSTONE EDITION

A tantalizing gateway to the 
incomparable wealth of intellect &
guidance contained in the Talmud

Volume One
THE COGUT EDITION 

Volume Two
THE WINKLER EDITION

T H E

J E W I S H  L E A R N I N G  L I B R A R Y  
p r e s e n t s

NOW AVAILABLE AT YOUR JEWISH BOOKSTORE OR WWW.OHR.EDU

THE WASSERMAN 

TALMUDIGEST
SERIES

SEASONS 
of the

MOON

The
ESSENTIAL 

MALBIM
Flashes of Insight on Bereishis

Volume One
THE KOHN FAMILY  EDITION

NEW!

THE

OF THE STORY
A mistaken identity can sometimes cause us to misjudge others. 

Take the case of…



Read this: You have to ask questions from Megillat Esther which aptly fit the following answers. (For example, if we tell you
the answer is 127, you must tell us that the question is ‘How many countries did Achashverosh rule over? Got it? Good.)

P U R I M

A
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pandemonium!purim
HILLGAME HEREST

MANAH RUMPI

What did Achashverosh’s executioner have lots of? 

!

Unscramble the following Purim words and write them in the blanks:

Answers: 
Megillah, Haman, Esther, Purim

“What did Achashverosh’s executioner have lots of?”
Hang ups!

Did you get them all?  Good.  Now, take the circled letters above and 
unscramble them into the blanks below to get the answer to the following question:

We give you the answers! You give us the questions!AQ&
1. 180 degrees
2. Does anybody really know what time it is?
3. Quiche
4. Esther
5. Lots of Luck

6. Poor
7. ‘cept ‘er.
8. Eights
9. History is Boring
10. Because

1. What would you get if every single day of Achashverosh’s
feast you graduated college? (1:4)
2. What question might Achashverosh have asked the “wise
men who know the times”? (1:13)
3. What egg-based luncheon pie sounds like Mordechai’s
great-grandfather? (2:5)
4. Who’s the only person in the Megillah with an English
name?
5. What objects did Haman use to determine a date for his
plan? (3:7)
6. What’s a lot in Persia? (3:7)

7. Fill in the blanks in the following sentence with two
words that together rhyme with another word in the
sentence: ‘The king extended his golden scepter to Esther,
because everyone who entered his presences uninvited
was put to death ____ ___.” (4:11)
8. What number sounds like something Haman swings
from? (5:14)
9. When he couldn’t sleep why did Achashverosh ask for
the Book of Remembrances? (6:1)
10. Why aren’t there 20 questions in this A & Q?
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Megillah reading at Los Alamos Nuclear Test Site. 


