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4 8 for this week's Divrei Torah by:

OU Israel Rabbi Nachman Winkler and
Rebbetzin Dr. Adina Shmidman

Ayelet Fischer // Eitan Tobin

54 Rabbi Moshe Taragin

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

) Kiddush Levana
Earliest Kiddush Levana 3 Days After Molad: 5 Sivan/ Motzei Shabbat May 31
7 Days After Molad: 8 Sivan/ Tues. night June 3
Last Opportunity to Say Kiddush Levana until: 15 Sivan/ Wed night June 10
# Yizkor is recited on Shavuot
[N See Rav Shimshon Nadel’s article on page 74-75 which reviews the
Halachot of reciting berachot after being up all night.

" We read on Shavuot Shemot 19:1 - 20:23. Haftorah for Shavuot: Yechezkel 1:1-28, 3:12

COVER IMAGE Photographed by Tzvi Yehuda Berman

| live in Givat Ze’ev with my parents. The photo was taken during a trip
to Nof Ayalon. The photo captures the beauty that is found in Eretz
Yisrael and the special love that one gains by walking the Land and
experiencing it’s holiness first hand.
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

There is a pre-holiday custom in many Israeli
workplaces called a “haramat kosit” (literally,
“raising the cup”). According to this “custom,”
around Rosh Hashanah and Pesach time,
employers all over Israel put on an office cele-
bration and typically also give their employees a
holiday gift. Essentially, a haramat kosit is a way
for everybody in the company to get together,
from employees to stakeholders to benefactors,
so that the head of the organization can talk
about how much they’ve accomplished, as
well as wish them all a chag sameach before
the holiday break.

The Rosh Hashanah haramat kosit covers not
only Rosh Hashanah, but also Yom Kippur and
Sukkot, which come soon after. The pre-Pesach

May the Torah learned
from this issue of TT
be in loving memory of and y”y5
our dear parents
whose 12th and 32nd yahrzeits
are observed in Sivan

Udy Katz Cherrick z1
91 M 17970 07N PN N2 TN
o0

William Cherrick 21
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19D N”3

Deeply missed by
their children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren

The Cherrick & Saslow Families
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one obviously covers Pesach. In all this, it seems
to me, Shavuot loses out. Why doesn’t Shavuot
get a pre-holiday haramat kosit?

One answer is that there’s not much off time
to speak of, especially here in Israel where
Shavuot is really just one day. Add to that how
the Ministry of Education is no longer giving
off for the day after chag, called Isru Chag, so
it’s even less. Another reason might be how
connected Shavuot is to Pesach. Since Shavuot is
in the shadow of the massive holiday of Pesach,
it doesn’t get its own party.

Nevertheless, it always bothered me a little.
Shavuot, after all, is described in the Torah,
just like Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Sukkot,
and Pesach. Even more so, it’s zeman matan
Torateinu, celebrating when we received the
Torah itself. It surely deserves recognition, just
as much as the other Torah holidays. So why
does this one holiday have to be left out?

I'was pondering this question while attending
a very special haramat kosit before Pesach this
year. This haramat kosit took place at the Minis-
try of Aliyah and Integration, the government
office focused on helping olim land on their
feet in Israel. I heard from Minister Ofir Sofer
(who we also had the honor of joining us the
week before Pesach at NCSY Israel’s YAIR day
of learning), as well as his Director General,
Avichai Kahana, who talked about the won-
derful work that they’re doing. I happened to
be familiar with most of their initiatives and
events, but hearing it all in one sitting was very
powerful. In their beautiful presentation, they
really showed how their department is trying
to reach a stage where olim can get the best



possible treatment in Israel when they
make Israel their permanent home.

I'was really inspired. The State of Israel
is doing so much to try to make sure that
olim have a good immigration process.
I know that the Ministry of Aliyah and
Integration listens to us at OU Israel
when we advocate on behalf of olim
from English-speaking countries, as they
know that we are in a position to be able
to explain the unique challenges facing
olim in Israel. As I left the celebration, I
found myself walking alongside a police
officer who had left the party at the same
time, and had apparently parked his
police vehicle near mine. As he got into
his car, I glanced at his license plate and I
couldn’t believe my eyes. After the letter
mem, which all police cars begin with
(standing for mishtara, police), the next
three numbers were 613. So it basically
said “Mem-613.”

I'looked at the policeman and I said to him
(in Hebrew), “Achi, what a beautiful license
plate!” He looked back at me, and he wasn’t
confused at all by what I had said. Immedi-
ately, he responded, “Don’t forget to keep the
613 mitzvot!”

With Shavuot’s lack of a haramat kosit on my
mind, I said to myself, “You know something?
Here was my little haramat kosit for Shavuot.”
I knew that this story truly symbolizes what
the State of Israel is. We are able to live in a
country that is Baruch Hashem built up of Jews
who have gathered from a hundred countries
around the world, all coming home to the State
of Israel. As Jews from all over the world, we
have come back not as strangers, but with
the same Torah that protected us and kept us
going in India, in Australia, in North America,
in Europe, in Africa, and everywhere else. The

same Torah and the same 613 mitzvot. Yes, the
customs might be different; whether you say
selichot before Rosh Hashanah for 30 days or for
just a week; whether you eat kitniyot on Pesach
or not. Yet the Torah remains the same. We all
celebrate Shavuot and the rest of the biblical
holidays. We have people who are proud to
receive the number “Mem-613,” and know to

MmNl Yy
Rabbi Dr. Aaron Baer 21

on his seventeenth yahrzeit - 2 Iyar

and

Rebbetzin Hannah Baer a”h
on her fourth yahrzeit - 29 Iyar
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remind those who point it out to keep those 613
mitzvot that HaKadosh Baruch Hu gave us on
Shavuot. To me, that policeman was a beautiful
symbol of what a Jewish state is all about.

I know there’s still a lot more to do and a lot
more progress that needs to be made. Yet, it’s
moments like these that give me pause and I
say, “Baruch Hashem that we get to live in such
an incredible country.”

Speaking of those reminding us of the
Torah and the 613 mitzvot, let me take the
opportunity to give a special praise and a
tremendous yasher koach to Rabbi Elyada
Goldwicht, founder of the Semichat Chaver
Program (SCP) at the OU. Like I've written here
many times before, he has turned learning
halacha into an incredible program that gets
everybody excited to accomplish it together.
He has also created the most amazing book-
let for Shavuot in order to make sure that
everybody will be able to learn with their
children beautiful halachot in an organized
fashion on Shavuot night when many of us
stay up to learn Torah. Kol hakavod for putting
comics in there among all the Torah, which
makes the learning extremely attractive and
exciting for both children and parents alike.
And, dear reader, we look forward to hearing
your feedback and hearing from you that this
booklet and Torah Tidbits were a big part of
your Torah learning this Shabbat and Shavuot.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat and a remarkable Shavuot.

o

L7

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org
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What is Podiatry?

The held of medicine which evaluates and treats the foot
and ankde and how they intaract with the rest of the body.

“1 have a passion for imeating {he feet as an imporiant par of
the whole body, using effective and paln fres treatmants
for commaon lool problems.™

= Plantar Fasoitis’ Hiel Spar Syndromie
- FRPAF

= Ingrown Toenalls
= Warts

= Arthritis

= Foot and ankle injuries

= Custom molded Orthotlce
- Diabatic foot care

- General foot care

/ + Lager Therapy

s « Lymphodama

Erica Sassoon, DPM Dl
(0054-325-3109 e

(@ masscon_podiatry ) Dr. Erica Sassoon
Ucenaad In America and kerael
Ofices In Jerusalem and Ma'ale Adunninm
MO IN BODEIM - YISHPRO CENTER

TAN 222 - TNN WINI

YOUR FAMILY.
FOR GENERATIONS.

Excellent experience,
knowledgeable, thorough.

Ephraim Eisenberg
MNew Yerk/Bet Shemesh

Write Your Halachic Will Today

halachicwill.com

Certified Dayan & Expert
in Jewish Law

0544-T731052
info@kadatvkadin.com
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Keren Malki empowers .
families of children
with special needs in -
- Israel to choose home

care. Donations a
tax-approved in Isra
~ US and UK.

Honoring the memory of

Malka Chana Roth 1"'71

- @ kerenmalki.org
 ®02-567-0602

Sbarro bombing.

1985-2001, killed in the ;

Lenny Pavidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea

Events, Congressecs &
Tours in Israel

pesach.LDevents.com
www.LDevents.com
O054-557-2101
Lenny@LPEvents.com

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certilied
Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh
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TRUE WHOLESALER FROM THE DIAMOND
BOURSA WITH OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MEMBER DIAMOND DEALERS CLUB

ENGAGEMENT RINGS * STUD EARRINGS
PENDANTS * TENNIS BRACELETS

® 050-573-9061 @ jeffmor36@gmail.com
© www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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Sales & lnstai:tibn of

polarairbiz@gmail.com | @ ¢ 052-240-5063
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The Highest
Value

The Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni, Nevi’im 499)
describes the scene at the end of days: “When
the King Moshiach will come, he will stand on
the roof of the Bait Hamikdash and announce
to the Jewish people: ‘Anavim, humble ones,
your time of redemption has arrived.”

Developing humility is not a simple task as it
is challenged both by our successes as a com-
munity and as a nation and by our sense that in
a threatening world, we must stand up proudly
for ourselves. And yet, humility is a value that
we clearly need to embrace - as individuals
and as a nation - to hear the call of Moshiach.
How do we build a sense of humility?

The Talmud (Sotah 5a) cites an argument
between two sages, Rav Hunna and Rav Chisda.
One suggested that G-d brings the crushed and
the humble to be with Him on high, while the

In Loving Memory of

Ida Cooper a™n
INONX N

vy PADT NN N2

on her 14" yahrtzeit - 9°& v”>

Jrom her children and grandchildren
Israel and Cooper Families
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OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT
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Enhancing Jewish Life

other proposed that G-d lowers Himself to be
alongside the humble. The Talmud accepts the
latter opinion based on Hashem’s choice of Sinai
—the lowest of mountains - as the location for
the giving of the Torah. Their debate revolves
around two approaches to developing humility.

On the one hand humility may be derived
from the recognition of G-d’s greatness and
our relative vulnerability. This is expressed
as G-d bringing the humble to be with Him.
Another form of humility draws from a broader
aversion to self-centeredness and enhanced
awareness of others. In that form, G-d comes
to take His place with the humble. The Talmud
concludes from the choice of Sinai that it is that
broader humility and non-self-centeredness
that is G-d’s preference.

This idea is present in every aspect of what
we celebrate on Shavuot. Moshe merited
revelation resulting from his awareness and
action on behalf of other people, while Ruth
—the mother of that King Mashiach — came to
G-d through her humble and selfless dedication
to her mother-in-law Naomi.

That quality of non-self-centeredness is one
that we must celebrate and strengthen as we
experience our successes and relate to our host
environment. May we always see others and
their needs and concerns and in that way merit
to see G-d and hear the call, “Anavim, humble
ones, your time of redemption has arrived.” ®

Jonathan Rosenblum, ppm
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care




HE ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

JERUSALEM

CHOOSE YOUR PENTHOUSE
IN JERUSALEM!

IN TALBIYA
Unique 103sgm Penthouse on classic
& pastoral Hovevei Tsiyon St., rare,
spacious and well designed, huge 71sqm,
open terrace, magnificent views, full of
character, elevator, private parking, near
synagogues, Yemin Moshe, major Hotels,
theaters, parks, Old City & Kotel, shops
& restaurants. Galila 053-6642512

IN ARNONA
Near American Embassy, magnificent 5.5-
room (150 sqm) + huge open terrace with
outdoor kitchen, magnificent Southern
view, huge living room, high ceilings, well
designed and kept, entire floor, elevator,
underground parking. Near park, sports
facilities, quality schools & synagogues.
Anita 053-6318355

NEAR BAYIT VAGAN
& SHMARYAHU LEVIN ST.
Brand-new, beautiful terrace with deck &
jacuzzi, panoramic views, high-end design
& appliances, parking, speed elevators
(Shabbat), near quality synagogues
& schools, shops, playgrounds, green
parks, light rail. Dotan 053-5888824

IN HOLYLAND
(NEAR BAYIT VEGAN)

The highest penthouse in Jerusalem,
235sgm luxurious living space + 63sqm
open terrace, breathtaking views, double
underground parking + storage,
high quality, perfect location.
Dotan 053-5888824

3 Moshe Hess St., Jerusalem
0778038511

We now have

a fabulous, exclusive
penthouse opposite the
beach as well as a 6 room
sea-view for 2.3 million

Plus many others for dlscernlng
buyers.. if you wait, you'll regret it.

es

LIVE OPPOSITE THE SER
call David at 054-433-2621
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
www.ashkelonproperties.com

B\ SHLOMO SEALING & ROOF

Advanced sealing system
Repair of tiled roof

> Licensed sealer
> 23 years of experience
> Warranty on every job

We specialize in sealing roof and
building walls, constructing and
repairing roof tiles, constructing and
repairing drainpipes, sealing balconies,
basements and pools.

Our company uses only Sli-certified
approved by Ministry of Health.

Among our clients: the Jerusalem
municipality, Bezeq, Ben Gurion Airport,
house committees and more.

visit and consultation - no strings attached
FAIREST PRICE GUARANTEED!

Email: gagotshlomo@gmail.com
Shlomo: 050-266-9766
Office: 052-774-3343
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OU... BEYOND KASHRUT

0U Israel’s Safrut Course - Preparing for Expansion

0U Israel’s Safrut course offers a comprehensive introduction to the halachot
and art of sacred calligraphy, under the expert leadership of Rabbi Tzvi Mauner.
Participants meet one evening a week for five months. This unique course draws ™=
participants of all ages, from Bar Mitzvah boys to their grandfathers. By the end of
the course, participants complete their own Megillat Esther. '

To date, nearly 100 participants have successfully completed the Safrut course,
with many continuing to write mezuzot and sifrei Torah. Last year, we held our
first course outside of Yerushalayim at Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel in Madiin,
with the most participants we've ever had. Seeing the success and interestin
the program, OU Israel launched an Advanced Safrut course this winter, to offer
further training to graduates of the previous course, and to select and train a
cadre of additional instructors for the course, which will enable OU Israel to
expand and offer this course in multiple locations in the coming year.

Each week we share one of OU Israel’s impactful programs helping
English-speaking Olim with their Klita and impacting Israeli society.




Schedule an
appointment today
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Talpiot/Arnona

Ramat Eshkol
Shopping Center

THE BANK CLOSED... |
WE'RE HERE!

BRICKSTONE SAFES HAVE COME TO JERUSALEM!
YOUR PEACE OF MIND - OUR RESPONSIBILITY!

Brickstone specializing in safety deposit vaults is opening its new branch to

residents of Jerusalem and surrounding areas in the Clal Building. At your

service are safety deposit boxes of various sizes to store your valuables.

The center is secured 24/7 at the most stringent international standards. The location
and boxes are secured by Lloyds International.

*9936 Ext. 2 www.brickstone.co.il
[sarervo

Clal Building, 97 Yafo Street, Jerusalem (former Discount Bank building)

15% discount

rbwvierws com

American Pediatric &
Young Adult Medical Care
in Israel

SBAND, MD, IBCLC

US & Israel Board Certified Pediatrician
e Pediatrics & Lactation Consultant

e Pediatric Second Opinions
for Medical/Developmental Concerns

* Personalized Primary Care for Young Adults

e Comprehensive Care for Seminary/Yeshiva
Students with Chronic Medical Conditions

kil t " l
02-563-5673 (O + 972-58-563-5673

60 Diskin Street, Jerusalem

www.privatedoctorisrael.com

THE LEAK
DETECTIVES

; e fi
We get it right ™

Water Leaks? Mold and Mildew?
Peeling or Bubbling Paint?

* Infrared thermal imaging inspections.

= Certified professional trained inspectors.
» Comprehensive reports.

* Inspections for Insurance claims.

* Pipe cameras, Tracer gas.

* Acoustic testing, balloon tests and more.
= Waterproofing, plumbing, roofing.
- Inspection before purchase.

Call voday for a FREE

phane consultation

053-712-0322
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RABBI REUVEN TRADBURKS
RCA ISRAEL REGION

In memory of Evelyn Rivers a”’h
17V 1050 195 19X N2 NOYD MN
Mother of Reuven Tradburks

PARSHAT BEMIDBAR

Sefer Bemidbar is the march to the Land of
Israel. The Promise of the Land was made to
Avraham. And Yitzchak. And Yaakov. Moshe was
told at the burning bush that G-d would take
the people out of Egypt because of the promise
He made. To give them the land of Israel. That
has been the goal from the time of Avraham.
The overlay narrative of the entire Torah is the
promise of the Land and the march to it.

Now we know that it is going to take 40 years
to get there. But we need to read the Torah trying
hard to stay in real time as the story unfolds.
And as the story is unfolding, as far as the
people know they will enter the land of Israel
imminently.

Bemidbar is the dawn of the march to
the Land and as such the Torah changes

May the Torah learning
in this issue of Torah Tidbits
be Mwan »"H2yY of our beloved

Clara Horowitz -
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Mina & Howard Millendorf
Sharon & Shlomo Rabinowitz
Elior, Amiad, and Yagel
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dramatically. Since Mt. Sinai, the focus of the
Torah has been the encounter of G-d and man.
We built the Mishkan as a place to rendezvous.
The book of Vayikra outlined how we approach
Him and when we may not approach Him. And
that the approach to G-d occurs not only in the
drama of the Mishkan but in the holiness of our
daily life as well.

Now, the entire narrative changes. We are
pivoting from holiness to, well, earthiness.
Marching. Conquering. Dividing the Land. Mov-
ing from the rarified air of pursuing holiness to
the messy business of a national aspiration of
taking the Land.

'/‘ 1ST ALIYA (BEMIDBAR 1:1-19)
% : On Rosh Chodesh Iyar of the sec-
% v

ond year since leaving Egypt, Moshe
and Aharon are to take a census of all men over
the age of 20. The leaders of each tribe are to
assist. These leaders are named. Moshe, Aharon
and the leaders gather the people who establish
to which tribe each person belongs.

The census is to be conducted by tribe. The
leader of the tribe conducts the census. The
names of the leaders of each tribe are listed.
And there is an echo. “These are the names”
introduced a different book and is repeated
here almost verbatim. It introduced the book
of Shemot. These are the people who went
down to Egypt. And here: these are the names
of the leaders of the tribes (the same names as
those who went down to Egypt). What a simple
way to convey a powerful message: those indi-
viduals are now tribes of tens of thousands.
We’ve come a long way. From individuals to
powerful tribes.



2ND ALIYA (1:20-54)

X
‘7"‘ The census, by tribe, of all men
k\‘ over the age of 20, the age of arm
b y

service is presented. The tribe of Reuven: 46,500.
Shimon: 59,300. Gad: 46,500. Yehuda: 74,600.
Yissachar: 54,400. Zevulun: 57,400. Ephraim:
40,500. Menashe: 32,200. Binyamin: 35,400.
Dan: 62,700. Asher: 41,500. Naftali: 53,400. The
total of this census done by Moshe and Aharon
and the 12 leaders of the tribes was 603,550.
However, the tribe of Levi is not included. They
are to safeguard the Mishkan: camping around
the Mishkan, transporting it, dismantling and
assembling it. The tribes camp in distinct groups,
while the Leviim encamp around the Mishkan.

The census is taken by tribes. While there
were 12 sons of Yaakov, Levi is not a part of this
census. That leaves 11 tribes. But there is no tribe
of Yosef; his 2 sons, Ephraim and Menashe take
their place alongside their uncles as full tribes.
Hence, 12 tribes even without Levi.

The emphasis on tribes, or shevatim, is new.
Up until now, the Jew has functioned in 2 realms;
individual and Am Yisrael, the Jewish people.
We have mitzvot for the individual. And we have
mitzvot for the people, like the daily offering. It
is for the Jewish people.

But why is there a notion of tribe? Why iden-
tify in 3 ways, as individual, as tribe and as a
people? It is somewhat akin to: I am a Jew, [ am
an Israeli, and I am a Yerushalmi. While that is
true, what does it convey?

And this theme of tribal affiliation will ani-
mate much of the book. We camp as a tribe. The
Land of Israel will be divided by tribe. If land
is sold in the land of Israel, it reverts back to its
original owner in Yovel, in order to maintain
tribal integrity. The tribe is like a state within
the nation, a province within a country.

I usually like asking questions as a way to
offer an answer. But this notion of shevatim,

of tribes is perplexing. On some level we can
say that all who descend from Binyamin have
the genetic influence of Binyanim. The shevatim
are, after all, a family, a large extended family,
all descendants of Binyamin.

Perhaps it is an introduction to diversity.
In the pivot from holiness to the reality of the
march to the Land, we also move from what we
all share, holiness, to how we are different. We
are different due to our genetics, our upbringing,
the influence of our surroundings.

And in the march to the Land, this diversity
will be challenging. There will be disputes and
disagreements. I don’t think it is an overstate-
ment to say that diversity is the single biggest
challenge to mankind. Managing differences is
terribly challenging. Things would be a lot sim-
pler if we were all the same. And bland. Diversity
brings color to life but that color comes at a cost.

And in this, the book of Bemidbar will be the
introduction of diversity and the challenges that
it brings.

"/‘ 3RD ALIYA (2:1-34)
2 d The tribes are to camp in a desig-

&
k\" nated manner. For each of the tribes

the name of their Nasi, the number of their tribe
and the place in the formation is given. On the
east side, the front, is Yehuda, Yissachar and
Zevulun. Their combined number is 186,400.
On the south side is Reuven, Shimon and Gad.
Their combined number is 151,450. The Ohel
Moed, surrounded by Levi, both camps and trav-
els in the middle. On the west side is Ephraim,
Menashe and Binyamin. Their combined num-
ber is 108,100. On the north side is Dan, Asher
and Naftali. Their combined number is 157,600.
The total count of the army age men is 603,550
without the tribe of Levi.

The people travel and camp with the Mishkan
in their midst. Physically and metaphorically.
We travel our history with G-d in our midst. The
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distinct feeling you get in the detailed description
of where each tribe encamped is the feeling of
an army encampment. But with the Mishkan
in the middle.

% 4TH ALIYA (3:1-13)
’7’&! Aharon’s sons’ names were Nadav,
A4

Avihu, Elazar and Itamar. Nadav and
Avihu died without children. Elazar and Itamar
serve as Cohanim with Aharon. Take the Leviim:
they are to serve Aharon. The Leviim are respon-
sible for the Mishkan: to support the Cohanim
and the people, to facilitate the running of the
Mishkan. The Leviim shall take the place of the
first-born, who became obligated to me when
saved in Egypt.

There are 2 groups mentioned here: Kohanim
and Leviim. The lineage of the Kohanim is given.
It just doesn’t take much room. Because Aharon
is a Kohen and his sons. And he only has 2. So the
entire lineage of the Kohanim is 3 people. The
Leviim, on the other hand, are an entire tribe,
descendants of Levi, son of Yaakov. Their lineage,
at quite some length, is given in the next aliya.

’v‘ 5TH ALIYA (3:14-39)
'7‘\0} Count the tribe of Levi by house-

holds, from 1 month and older: the
households of Gershon, Kehat and Merari, the
sons of Levi. The sons of Gershon, Kehat and
Merari are listed. Gershon’s family, from a
month and above, is 7,500. They camp to the
west of the Mishkan. Their task was to trans-
port and be responsible for the curtains and
coverings. Kehat numbered 8,600, camping to
the south. They were responsible for the vessels:
Aron, Menorah, Table, altars. Merari numbered
6,200, camping to the north. Responsible for the
structure of the Mishkan; the walls, supports and
beams. The total of the tribe of Levi is 22,000. On
the front side, the east of the Mishkan, Moshe
and Aharon and families camped.

The encampment around the Mishkan had
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2layers. The Leviim were in close, on 3 of the 4
sides of the Mishkan. The 4th side, the leading
side, had Moshe and Aharon. The entire 12 tribes
were farther removed on all 4 sides.

The 3 sons of Levi were family groups; Gershon,
Kehat and Merari. They had full responsibility for
the Mishkan. Their tasks fell in categories. Ger-
shon; textiles. Kehat; furniture. Merari; building.
Gershon took care of the curtains and coverings.
Kehat, the important main vessels of the Mishkan.
And Merari the structure of the building.

‘}‘ 6TH ALIYA (3:40-51)
.VK\O‘ Count all the firstborn of the age of

a month and above. The Leviim are
to replace the firstborn. There were 273 more
firstborn than Leviim; these were redeemed.

The first born are replaced as public servants
by the Leviim. The notion that the firstborn shall
be the public servants has great appeal; every
home becomes infused with public service by
virtue of the firstborn dedicated to holy work.

But, as appealing as that is, it is not imple-
mented. The firstborn are switched off for the
Leviim. Perhaps because it would be an ineq-
uitable burden. The poor families rely on their
firstborn to work, to be the first to contribute to
the family wellbeing. The replacement of the
firstborn by the Leviim may be recognition of the
inequity that would inevitably result in requiring
the firstborn of every family to leave their home
for public service.

’}‘ 7TH ALIYA (4:1-20)
'/k\‘} Take from Kehat all men from

the age of 30 to 50 to do their work
of the holy of holies. But since Kehat was to
carry the vessels of the Mishkan, Aharon and
his sons covered each vessel to prevent Kehat
from touching them. The Aron was covered
by: the Parochet (curtain), then leather, then
techelet covering. The Shulchan: techelet, then
the extra utensils, then red, then the tachash



skin. Menorah: techelet, then tachash. Incense
altar: techelet, then tachash. Outer altar: purple,
then tachash. In this way, calamity will not befall
Kehat in transporting the holy things.

old to begin the public service. Perhaps to convey
that youth has its advantages, but so too does
experience and maturity. |

This weeks Haftorah is Hoshea 2:1-22

There are 3 different age surveys. The tribes
are surveyed to count all males above 20. For
army service. The Leviim were surveyed to
count all males above 1 month. For they assume
Levi status pretty much from birth. And here, the
Leviim who will actually do public service are

ANXIETY CAN BE PARALYZING
It can impact your professional
development, relationships,
even your physical health

those from age 30-50. 30 years old is relatively THERE IS A WAY OUT
A . .
’ STATS Learn practical SkI“S. to feel better
N\ and take back your life
34th sedra of 54; first of 10 in Bamidbar. 1
Written on 263 lines, ranks 3rd. i =
30 parshiyot; 23 open, 7 closed, 4th. X

159 pesukim - rank 3 (3rd in Bamidbar).
1823 words - rank 13 (4th in Bamidbar).
7393 letters - rank 9 (3rd in Bamidbar).

S o
’k\’ MITZVOT

None of Taryag in Bamidbar - it is the
largest of the 17 sedras without mitzvot.

A SHORT VORT

(2:2) D'NWNN DANDN DNX 2 NINW N'7X

“These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the anointed priests” (3:3)

Why does the verse begin with the words “These are the names” when the preceding
verse (3:2) states similarly “And these are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadav the
firstborn”, while introducing the genealogy of Aaron’s family?

Rabbi Yonatan Eibeshitz (1694-1764, Poland) points out that usually in other cultures,
when a person is assigned to a higher position, his name is changed. Different titles
of stature are added to his name (Sir, Your Excellence) or a new name is bequeathed
upon the individual. The Torah signifies here that even upon receiving a position of
prominence, his personal identity should remain as it was. He should not allow his
ego to swell and show off his new position with pride or conceit. The names of the
Kohanim remained the same, even at the time that they were anointed and assigned
this new role in Israel. - Shabbat Shalom
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Last week, on the 25th day of the month of
Iyar, we commemorated the 55th anniversary
of his death. He was my grandfather, my moth-
er’s father, but we, my sisters and cousins and
I, called him “Dad”!

He came to the United States from what was
then called Austria-Hungary, near the end of
the nineteenth century. He was a young boy at
the time. He struggled but ultimately succeeded
in his own business. He suffered misfortune
in the Great Depression but recovered in the
aftermath of World War II. His business asso-
ciates and customers called him “Max”, but I
called him “Dad”.

He was a strong personality, observant reli-
giously despite his sparse Jewish education. He
helped establish the Shomer Shabbos shtiebel
in Boro Park, Brooklyn, and was its president
for many years. He was committed to its policy
of only accepting strict Sabbath observers as
privileged voting members of the shul, although
all Jews were welcome to pray there. The shul

BROTHERS
MOVING co.

THE STRONGEST .THE MOST GENTLE
054-216-0087 - brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
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THE PERSON IN THE PARSHA
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exists, and thrives, to this day. He was known
there as Mr. Hartman, and his Hebrew name,
Mordechai ben Nachum Shmuel, still graces a
memorial plaque on the synagogue’s eastern
wall, but I called him “Dad”.

During the pre-Holocaust years, he helped
support the members of his family who had
remained in Europe. In fact, he traveled there
several times to visit them and attempted to
convince them to come to America, with little
success. While there, he was approached by
dealers in sacred books and returned with what
became a well-stocked library of rare seforim.
Book dealers called him “Der Amerikaner”, but
I called him “Dad”.

He had little, if any, formal Jewish education.
But as he grew older, he attended many rab-
binic lectures and public classes. He expected
me to become a Torah scholar and proudly
“stole” my parchment semicha certificate the
day after my ordination and displayed it on
the bulletin board of his shtiebel (much to my
dismay!). He regretted that he could not teach
me Torah himself. But he encouraged me to use
his well-stocked library and bequeathed much
of it to me in his will. I still cherish those books
and have had them rebound and restored by
a master of the trade. Those books contain the
secret of why I call him “Dad” to this very day.

For, you see, a centerpiece of the library was
a complete set of the Pentateuch, the Five Books
of the Torah, with a commentary known as



Torah Temimah. The author of that work was
Baruch HaLevi Epstein, an impressive Torah
scholar who earned his livelihood as a bank
employee in his native Belarus but published a
wide range of remarkably lucid and innovative
works. Those works are still widely appreciated
nowadays.

In one passage of this work, Torah Temi-
mah, you will discover why I call Mordechai
Hartman, may he rest in peace, “Dad”. That
is why I refer to my grandfather as “father”.
The passage is in this week’s Torah portion,
Bamidbar (Numbers 1:1-4:20).

There, in chapter 3, verses 1 and 2, we read:
“This is the line [of descendants] of Ahron and
Moshe at the time that the Lord spoke with
Moshe on Mount Sinai. These were the names
of Ahron’s sons: Nadav, the first-born, and
Avihu, Elazar and Itamar.”

Rashi immediately comments that although
only the sons of Ahron are named here, they
are referred to as descendants of Moshe. He
explains that this is because Moshe taught his
nephews Torah. All who teach another’s child
Torah are considered “parents” of that child,
as if they gave birth to that child.

The author of Torah Temimah finds the source
of Rashi’s contention that he who teaches Torah
to another is in some manner that person’s
“Dad” in a passage in the Talmud, Sanhedrin
19b. That is my reason for calling my grandfa-
ther “Dad”. In his own way, “Dad” taught me
Torah, a lot of Torah.

Torah Temimah expands upon this teaching.
He cites another Talmudic passage, Sanhedrin
99D, in which the sage Reish Lakish asserts
that “he who teaches Torah to another’s child
is considered by scripture to have “made”
that child,” meaning he has “formed” the
child, or better has “transformed” him. Reish
Lakish draws upon the verse in Genesis 12:5

which refers to the “souls that Avraham and
Sarah ‘made’ in Charan.” That is, the souls of
the masses who were “transformed” by our
Patriarch and Matriarch.

By granting me access to his precious tomes,
“Dad” helped to transform me from a rather
bored adolescent to an eager bookish soul.

Torah Temimah has much more to say about
the meaning of the word “father” or “Dad”.
These words connote much more than a “male
biological parent”.

This is evidenced by the verses in Genesis
4:20-21 which names Yaval as “the ‘father’ of
those who dwell in tents and amidst herds,”
and his brother Yuval as “the ‘father’ of all who
play the lyre and the pipe.” Clearly, argues the
author of Torah Temimah, “father” refers to the
ability of these two brothers to transform the
cave dwellers into tent dwellers and hunters
into shepherds, and to grant humanity the gift
of beautiful instrumental music.

“Dad” erected a tent for me, the “tent of
Torah”, and although he was decidedly not
musical in the simple sense of the word, he
surely opened my ears to the “sounds of the
music” of Torah.

Never satisfied with just a few observations
on the text, the author of Torah Temimah raises a
question: Did not Moshe teach Torah to all Jews,
not just his brother Ahron’s children? Why is he
not called “father” of the entire Jewish nation?

He responds by proposing, or perhaps by sup-
posing, that whereas Moshe taught Torah to the
Jewish people as a group, he surely must have
delivered special private personalized tutorials
for his dear nephews. By giving them “fatherly”
attention, he merited to be called “Dad”.

My “Dad” gave each of us individual atten-
tion, and in my case, it took the form of his
library of sacred books, Torah Temimah being
just one of many hundreds.

OU ISRAEL CENTER 17



I've learned much from Torah Temimah over
the years and became aware of many aspects
of Baruch HaLevi Epstein’s life. He was the
son of the author of Aruch HaShulchan, and a
nephew of the famed Netziv of Volozhin. He
spent the years 1923-1926 in the United Sates
of America and served as the head of Ezras
Torah before the famed Rav Henkin. My late
Uncle Moshe Weinreb was acquainted with him
during those years.

Tragically, he died at a very advanced aged
after the German army occupied his city of
Pinsk. Although most records of his death
suggest that he was hospitalized there and died
of a serious illness, I've seen accounts insisting
that he was brutally murdered by the Nazis.
HaShem yinkom damav, zecher tzaddik livracha.

And “Dad” too, may your memory be a bless-
ing to all whom you “fathered” by bringing us
closer to Torah, one way or another.

Struggling to find the
right apartment in
Jerusalem?

Whether you’re in Israel or
abroad, I'll assist you in finding a
home that truly fits — location,
size and budget.

Nahum Glatzer
050-7225694
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The Ever-Repeated Story

Bamidbar takes up the story as we left it
toward the end of Shemot. The people have
journeyed from Egypt to Mount Sinai. There
they received the Torah. There they made the
Golden Calf. There they were forgiven after
Moses’ passionate plea, and there they made
the Mishkan (the Tabernacle) inaugurated
on the first of Nissan, almost a year after the
Exodus. Now, one month later, on the first day
of the second month (Iyar), they are ready to
move on to the second part of the journey, from
Sinai to the Promised Land.

Yet there is a curious delay in the narra-
tive. Ten chapters pass until the Israelites
actually begin traveling (Num. 10:33). First
there is a census. Then there is an account
of the arrangement of the tribes around the
Ohel Moed - the Tent of Meeting. There is a
long account of the Levites, their families and
respective roles. Then there are laws about
the purity of the camp, restitution, the sotah
(the woman suspected of adultery), and the
nazirite. A lengthy series of passages describe
the final preparations for the journey. Only
then do they set out. Why this long series of
seeming digressions?

It is easy to think of the Torah as simply
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telling events as they occurred, interspersed
with various commandments. In this view
the Torah is history plus law. This is what
happened, these are the rules we must obey,
and there is a connection between them, some-
times clear (as in the case of laws accompanied
by reminder that “you were slaves in Egypt”),
sometimes less so.

But the Torah is not mere history as a
sequence of events. The Torah is about the
truths that emerge through time. That is one of
the great differences between ancient Israel
and ancient Greece. Ancient Greece sought
truth by contemplating nature and reason.
The first gave rise to science, the second to phi-
losophy. Ancient Israel found truth in history,
in events and what God told us to learn from
them. Science is about nature, Judaism is about
human nature, and there is a great difference
between them. Nature knows nothing about
freewill. Scientists often deny that it exists at
all. But humanity is constituted by its freedom.
We are what we choose to be. No planet chooses
to be hospitable to life. No fish chooses to be a
hero. No peacock chooses to be vain. Humans
do choose. And in that fact is born the drama to
which the whole Torah is a commentary: how



can freedom coexist with order? The drama is
set on the stage of history, and it plays itself out
through five acts, each with multiple scenes.
The basic shape of the narrative is roughly
the same in all five cases. First God creates
order. Then humanity creates chaos. Terrible
consequences follow. Then God begins again,
deeply grieved but never losing His faith in the
one life-form on which He set His image and
to which He gave the singular gift that made
humanity godlike, namely freedom itself.
ActIis told in Genesis 1-11. God creates an
ordered universe and fashions humanity from
the dust of the earth into which He breathes His
own breath. But humans sin: first Adam and
Eve, then Cain, then the generation of the Flood.
The earth is filled with violence. God brings
the Flood and begins again, making a covenant
with Noah. Humanity sin again by making the
Tower of Babel (the first act of imperialism, as
I argued in an earlier study). So God begins
again, seeking a role-model who will show the
world what it is to live in faithful response to the
word of God. He finds it in Abraham and Sarah.
Act IT is told in Genesis 12-50. The new order
is based on family and fidelity, love and trust.
But this too begins to unravel. There is tension
between Esau and Jacob, between Jacob’s wives
Leah and Rachel, and between their children.
Ten of Jacob’s children sell the eleventh, Joseph,
into slavery. This is an offence against freedom,
and catastrophe follows — not a Flood but a fam-
ine, as a result of which Jacob’s family goes into
exile in Egypt where the whole people become
enslaved. God is about to begin again, not with
a family this time but with a nation, which is
what Abraham’s children have now become.
Act I1I is the subject of the book of Shemot.
God rescues the Israelites from Egypt as He
once rescued Noah from the Flood. As with
Noah (and Abraham), God makes a covenant,
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this time at Sinai, and it is far more extensive
than its precursors. It is a blueprint for social
order, for an entire society based on law and
justice. Yet again, however, humans create
chaos, by making a Golden Calf a mere forty
days after the great revelation. God threatens
catastrophe, destroying the whole nation and
beginning again with Moses, as He had done
with Noah and Abraham (Ex. 32:10). Only
Moses’ passionate plea prevents this from
happening. God then institutes a new order.
Act IV begins with an account of this order,
which is unprecedentedly long, extending from
Exodus 35, through the whole of the book of
Vayikra and the first ten chapters of Bamidbar.
The nature of this new order is that God becomes
not merely the director of history and the giver
of laws. He becomes a permanent Presence in
the midst of the camp. Hence the building of the
Mishkan, which takes up the last third of Shemot,
and the laws of purity and holiness, as well as
those of love and justice, that constitute virtually
the whole of Vayikra. Purity and holiness are
demanded by the fact that God has become
suddenly close. In the Tabernacle, the Divine
Presence has a home on earth, and whoever
comes close to God must be holy and pure. Now
the Israelites are ready to begin the next stage of
the journey, but only after a long introduction.
That long introduction, at the beginning
of Bamidbar, is all about creating a sense of
order within the camp. Hence the census, and
the detailed disposition of the tribes, and the
lengthy account of the Levites, the tribe that
mediated between the people and the Divine
Presence. Hence also, in next week’s Parsha, the
three laws —restitution, the sotah and the nazir
—are directed at the three forces that always
endanger social order: theft, adultery, and alco-
hol. It is as if God were saying to the Israelites,
this is what order looks like. Each person has
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their place within the family, the tribe, and the
nation. Everyone has been counted and each
person counts. Preserve and protect this order,
for without it you cannot enter the land, fight
its battles, and create a just society.

Tragically, as Bamidbar unfolds, we see that
the Israelites turn out to be their own worst
enemy. They complain about the food. Miriam
and Aaron complain about Moses. Then comes
the catastrophe, the episode of the spies, in
which the people, demoralised, show that they
are not yet ready for freedom. Again, as in the
case of the Golden Calf, there is chaos in the
camp. Again God threatens to destroy the nation
and begin again with Moses (Num. 14:12). Again
only Moses’ powerful plea saves the day. God
decides once more to begin again, this time with
the next generation and a new leader.

The book of Devarim is Moses’ prelude to Act
V, which takes place in the days of his successor
Joshua.

The Jewish story is a strange one. Time and
again the Jewish people has split apart: in the
days of the First Temple when the kingdom
divided into two; in the late Second Temple
period when it was driven into rival groups and
sects; and in the modern age, at the beginning
of the nineteenth century, when it fragmented
into religious and secular in Eastern Europe,
orthodox and others in the West. Those divi-
sions have still not healed.

And so the Jewish people keep repeating the
story told five times in the Torah. God creates
order. Humans create chaos. Bad things hap-
pen, then God and Israel begin again. Will the
story never end? One way or another it is no
coincidence that Bamidbar usually precedes
Shavuot, the anniversary of the giving of the
Torah at Sinai. God never tires of reminding us
that the central human challenge in every age
is whether freedom can coexist with order. It



can, when humans freely choose to follow God’s
laws, given in one way to humanity after the
Flood and in another to Israel after the Exodus.

The alternative, ancient and modern, is the
rule of power, in which, as Thucydides said,
the strong do as they will and the weak suffer
as they must. That is not freedom as the Torah
understands it, nor is it a recipe for love and
justice. Each year as we prepare for Shavuot by
reading Parshat Bamidbar, we hear God’s call:
here in the Torah - and in its mitzvot - is the way
to create a freedom that honours order, and
a social order that honours human freedom.
There is no other way. B

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship,
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim)
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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In Parshat Emor we encounter a list of the
holidays, including Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur,
Pesach, Shavuot and Succot. With respect to all
but one holiday, the Torah states the date of the
holiday, followed by the mitzvot associated with
that holiday. For example:

Pesach:

N2 NN AN M YTN? DP Yy nYnnn
AYINI NN DY NY2Y

And on the fifteenth day of that month is the
Festival of Matzot to the Lord; you shall eat matzot
for a seven day period.

We are first instructed that Pesach falls on
the 15th of Nissan and then commanded to eat
matzot.

Succot:

UTNY O Yy NWnna N7 XY 2798 127
(32:30 XI1)7N2 D NY2W NIDON AN MR V2w

Frustrated that you can't get into shape?
Don't have the time or motivation to go to the gym?

Personal training

is for you!
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Diastasis

b in the comfort Senior recti
of your home fitness rehabilitation
.\ .\ IA
> Rachel Feld
tra nS\/O rm Certified Personal Trainer
change begins with you

054-471-8420
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Speak to Bnei Yisrael, saying: On the fifteenth
day of this seventh month, is the Festival of Succot,
a seven day period to the Lord. (Vayikra 23:33)

And you shall take for yourselves on the
first day, the fruit of the hadar tree, date palm
fronds, a branch of a braided tree, and willows of
the brook, and you shall rejoice before the Lord
your God for a seven day period. (Vayikra 23:39).

We are first informed that the holiday of
Succot is on the 15th day of the seventh month,
and only later instructed to take the daled minim
on that day.

Rosh Hashana:

TN YYD WTNI MKY YK )37IK 13T
TOTPRIPA YN 1121 1INV D My Wn2
(72:30)

Speak to Bnei Yisrael, saying: In the seventh
month, on the first of the month, it shall be a Sabbat
for you, a remembrance of [Israel through] the
shofar blast, a holy occasion. (Vayikra 23:24)

We are first informed of the date of Rosh
Hashana and then commanded to blow the
shofar on that date.

However, with respect to the holiday of
Shavuot we are instructed of the required
actions, waving of the omer, prior to being pro-
vided with the date of the holiday. In fact, no
date appears! Rather we are told to count seven
weeks in order to declare the holiday and offer
the appropriate sacrifice (korban Ha’omer).

Shavuot:

WD DY2X MION) DKW 12 OR 13T
TR DR D27 1 7IN UK YWD N



RPN DIPYR UKD MY NN DNNIM
(0

"IN DININ [m)ida} J'DU'I mnm) DD‘? [mipRjalel)
(0:0) ;i NN ﬂD’YJﬂ mmu ))JU [Qi22Rip0n) 1)3))

Speak to Bnei Yisrael and say to them: When you
come to the Land which I am giving you, and you
reap its harvest, you shall bring to the kohen an
omer of the beginning of your reaping. (Vayikra
23:10)

And you shall count for yourselves, from the
morrow of the rest day from the day you bring
the omer as a wave offering seven weeks; they
shall be complete. (Vayikra 23:15)

With respect to Shavuot, in contrast to the
other holidays, we are first informed of the act
of bringing the omer and only afterwards of
the necessity to count the days from Pesach
to Shavuot. In fact, in Parashat Pinchas, when
the sacrifices of each holiday are enumerated,
Shavuot is presented in a similar manner.

‘N2 YN NNM DIPN2 PN DD
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On the day of the first fruits, when you offer up
a new meal offering to the Lord, on your festival
of Weeks; it shall be a holy convocation for you,
and you shall not perform any mundane work.
(Bamidbar 28:26)

In Parashat Pinchas as well, initially we are
informed of the mitzvall of the day and only
subsequently that it is a holiday and work is
prohibited.

Why is the presentation reversed with
respect to Shavuot? In addition, why is the
term N2awWN NINNN used? It has created a con-
troversy among the nation - it would have
been much clearer to refer to Pesach rather
than Shabbat, so what is the term Shabbat
used? Moreover, we are instructed to waive
the Korban - that is not required with all sac-
rifices. Why is tnufa required in connection

R SPEICIAL .r
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20/80 g
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with the sacrifice on Shavuot?

Rav Eliyahu Blumensweig (V’Hithalachta
B’tochechem) offers a significant insight.
Shabbat is declared by God. He created the
world in six days and rested on the seventh.
The actual date of the other holidays is deter-
mined by God as well (although we determine
the calendar). However, the holiday of Shavuot
is determined by man and his actions. Perhaps
that is why the mitzvot of the day precede its
date. Only once the mitzvot are fulfilled can
one arrive at the true essence of the holiday.
If one does not perform mitzvot and lacks
appreciation of the Torah, the holiday of
Shavuot, when the Torah was given to Bnei
Yisrael lacks significance. We need to act to
sanctify the holiday. Matan Torah- the giving
of the Torah, is only possible with a willing a
worthy recipient!
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The term used is N2WN NINMIN — to highlight
the contrast between the holiday of Pesach —
like Shabbat, where God’s supernatural powers
were evident and the holiday of Shavuot, where
we need to infuse holiness into the mundane.
Korban Ha’omer is brought from barley, sym-
bolizing basic food typically eaten by animals
(similar sacrifice offered by a Sota), leading up
to fruit brought to the Mikdash on Shavuot,
which is celebrated by man. On Pesach we
refrain from chametz and eat simple matzah.
On Shavuot, as part of our offering we include
Hametz, possibly to underscore man’s required
addition to the basic recipe, again symbolizing
man’s necessity to act in order to grow and
properly receive the Torah.

Whereas on Pesach we witnessed down

below miracles from above, the days of the
omer require us to raise our earthly matters
with sanctification. To transform from passive
by-standers to active participants in observing
God’s commandments. That is why the Korban
Omer undergoes a waving —tnufa— we need to
uplift ourselves and our actions to be worthy
of receiving the Torah.

May we utilize these seven weeks leading up
to Shavuot to properly prepare for receiving
the Torah and truly appreciate the essence of
the day.
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OU Israel invites senior women to join us
for a weekly social hour
Belinda’s Cafe {Mehadrin), 9 Diskin St.,2nd Floor
located in the Wolfson Towers Medical Center
Shopping Mall.

Itis requested as a courtesy to Belinda's that some
food or drink item is ordered.
Organized by our OU Israel Volunteer
Madalyn Schaeffer
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Rav Chanoch Yeres
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael
Antisemitism: The Problem and
Solution
Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael in Yemin Moshe
Rechov Pele Yoetz 2, Yemin Moshe
Shacharit begins at 8:15
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Fortuitous Foods

We are all familiar with the custom to eat
dairy foods on the chag of Shavuot. A less
well-known custom is to eat honey and/or
foods made with honey. This is based on
the verse, “Dvash ve’chalav tachat leshonaich
—honey and milk are under your tongue,”
(Shir Hashirim 4:11). Shlomo Hamelech com-
pares Torah to the sweetness of honey and
milk, hence, notes the Mishnah Berurah it is
appropriate to eat both foods on the day we
were given the Torah. What is the deeper
connection between honey and milk and the
analogy to Torah?

When we recite birkat HaTorah every morn-
ing, we ask Hashem, “ve’ha’arev na,” please
make Torah arev, sweet and palatable for us.
We want Torah learning to be ‘sweeter than
honey.’ To highlight this aspect of Torah, we
eat honey on Shavuot.

In Chazon L’moed, Rav Shapira offers
another explanation. In an interesting hala-
chic analysis, Rashba notes that honey has
two opposite properties, it both preserves and
dissolves. Honey serves as a preservative to
whole bodies, i.e. an insect that falls into a vat
of honey remains intact. However, a severed
body will be penetrated and dissolved by the
honey. Here is an analogy to our relation-
ship with Torah; if we hold onto our ego, we
will not be able to fully fuse with Torah. If,
however, we relinquish control and allow
Hashem’s Will to guide our attitudes, we
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will become subsumed in the entity of Torah.

Rav Hamnuna teaches that after 120 years
one will be judged concerning matters of
Torah (Sanhedrin 7b). Yet Rava teaches that
after one passes from this world, one will first
be asked, “Did you conduct business faith-
fully?” (Shabbat 31a) How do we resolve this
difference? One approach is to understand
Rav Hamnuna’s question as focusing on the
impact that Torah had on an individual.
Indeed, Rava seems to be asking the same.
How has Torah affected your business eth-
ics? True Torah living requires integration,
becoming one with our Source, like fragments
being incorporated into honey.

Further, the gemara teaches that camel’s
milk is tamei, since that which comes from
an impure animal is rendered impure. Yet
mother’s milk is permitted to be consumed
since it is produced from the mother’s blood
that is transformed into milk. The goal for
Torah learning should not be for the sake of
information, rather transformation. Torah
should impact our entire being, inspiring
us to become different people - greater and
more refined.

Like the special foods we eat on the night
of Rosh Hashana, the foods we eat on Chag
Matan Torateinu can not only delight and
satiate, but can propel us to a broader, more
elevated spiritual consciousness. May we
merit to experience a true kabbalat haTorah. &
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Rebbe Yekusiel Yehuda Halberstam,
zy’a, the “Shefa Chaim” of Klausenburg,
Romania, was an extraordinary gaon and
tzadik. During the Holocaust he suffered
the murder of wife and eleven children
and the destruction of his community, and
he survived numerous death marches and
concentration camps. Drawing from his deep
reservoir of emunah and purpose, incredible
dedication and holy determination, he rebuilt
his community in Kiryat Sanz in Netanya and
Union City New Jersey and built institutions
such as Laniado Hospital, Mifal haShas and
a thriving Chassidus.

Throughout his public talks and sefarim,
the Shefa Chaim stressed the importance and
challenge of remaining b’simcha under all
circumstances, for true simcha comes as a
result of knowing that all is from Hashem.

In the first few days after the Liberation,
an American rabbi, a chaplain, visited the
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Rebbe in Fohrenwald DP Camp and asked,
“Do your disciples, who study with you, have
everything they need when they sit and learn
with you?”

“I teach them not to need anything,” the
Klausenberger replied, “so that they naturally
have everything they need.”

Many years after the War, in the midst
of the revelry at a Purim seuda, the Klau-
senberger Rebbe remarked to one of his
outstanding talmidim, “You must be happy
today because you’ve learned a lot of Torah!
The student smiled with a sense of approval
and satisfaction. The Rebbe drew him close
and continued, “A much deeper joy however
is just to be happy about being a Yid. I am
b’simcha that my father and mother were
Jews and that I was therefore born Jewish....”

WYTP M D312 15900 °% NN DX
HRIYW 12 YR 127N WK 07270 DR

“And you shall be to Me a kingdom of
princes and a holy nation —

these are the words that you shall speak to
Bnei Yisrael.” (Shemos, 19:6)

On the phrase, “These are the words that
you shall speak to Bnei Yisrael,” Rashi makes
a curious comment: 1N X9 MNo XY, “Nei-
ther less nor more (than these words).” The
Chasam Sofer explains why it is that here, out
of all of the instructions, commandments and
statements in the Torah, does Rashi need to



clarify the will of Hashem? Would Moshe, the
Eved Ne’eman, the Faithful Servant of the Rib-
bono shel Olam, really be tempted to embel-
lish or detract from this Divine directive?

On a deeper level, Rashi hints at the fol-
lowing facts. When Klal Yisrael received the
Torah, Hashem bestowed upon our nation
a most meaningful challenge and blessing,
and with it a unique title to match: n2%n
wITR 1) 012, “a kingdom of kohanim and
a holy nation”. This is a status, obligation and
privilege unmatched among all nations — it is
“neither less” (there can be no greater, more
exalted achievement than being a Yid), “nor
more” (there is no Jew unworthy of this great
status).

Many of us often point to impressive statis-
tics enumerating the collective successes and
accomplishments of our people, such as dis-
proportionate advancements and innovations,
science and technology, economics, academia,
and so on. Jewish dedication to education is
undeniable and all of these statistics are valid.
At the same time, our focus on Jewish intel-
lectual prowess misses the point. We are not
merely what we accomplish. Actually, much
more essential to our identity than feats of
Yiddishe kup, is our Yiddishe heart.

This week, as we celebrate and relive
receiving the Torah and our becoming the
“People of the Book”. Let us remember what
truly makes us special: we are chosen and
beloved for who we are, regardless of our
accomplishments, our IQ, our abilities or
whatever ‘gifts’ we may think the Ribbono
shel Olam needs from us. Hashem wants our
hearts; Hashem wants us. The Ribbono shel
Olam is giving us the Torah as an expression
of His love for us, and in His limitless Kind-
ness, He chooses us simply for who we are.
Matan Torah expresses the promise Hashem

made to our beloved Avos and Imahos: Atah
b’chartanu mikol ha-amim... “You chose us
from among all the nations,” ahavta osanu,
v’ratzisa banu, “You loved us and took pleasure
in us.”

On Chag Matan Toraseinu we may certainly
rejoice in our accomplishments and learning
and feel elevated by all we have strived to
achieve, study and fulfill. May we also heed
the invitation to rejoice in our unbreakable
relationship with Torah, and in the greatest
joy of all: celebrating our unique role as Hash-
em’s chosen people — , W17 1 23102 NoYNN
Ny X9 MNo XY, a kingdom of priests and a
holy nation, no more and no less! ®m

To find out more about Rabbi Mischel’s
book ‘Baderech Haggadakh’, visit: 3
www.judahmischel.com/baderech-book
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Is available in Jerusalem for:

Consultations and second opinions
for complex medical cases.

House calls.

Routine and urgent medical care for
patients of all ages.

Students and tourists welcome!

.58.6640293

OU ISRAEL CENTER 37



DISCOVER NEW PERSPECTIVES

IN JEWISH HISTORY
AND JEWISH EDUCATION

Interested in gaining a deeper understanding of Jewish history and
thought or looking to advance your career in Jewish education?
Touro’s Graduate School of Jewish Studies programs are for you.

Our high-level, in-depth Jewish history and thought track delves into compelling
topics in Judaism, from the history of the Jews in the Middle Ages to the History
of Hasidism. The Jewish education track offers the latest in curriculum develop-
ment, classroom instruction, positive psychology and integrates both secular
and Judaic sources. Learn more at gsjs.touro.edu

All courses online only (offered by Touro University New York)
Audit any course or earn an MA in Jewish Studies | Special reduced rates for olim

TOURO

UNIVERSITY CONTACT: karen.rubin@touro.edu
Graduate School 212.463.0400 ext. 55581

of Jewish Studies
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Legal Expertise.
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GabaiRealEstate.com
{ELIV LONdrle JIa Kalamo |
Rental: 200 SQM in a boutique building.3 beds,3 full
baths,spacious master suite,sukkah balcony. Furnished,
renovated,and accessible Asking: $6,750 USD From Aug.

130 sqm, 5 rooms and 2 full bathrooms. parking, private

storage, elevator and succah balcony. Move-in raady.
Asking: 11,500 MIS per month

New Building! 96 SOM garden aparment with private B0
SQM garden, fully accessible building, 3 bedrooms, 2.5
baths, parkmg and smragel ﬁskmg 3,250,000 NIS

Best D&m In Bal-:a' 25{1 SOI‘.‘I Penthnusa Across From
Nitzanim! 7 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 40 SQM Succah
Balcony, 2 parking, storage. New Price 12,800,000 NIS

New on the Market! Spacious 2 bedroom, 78 sqm, 2
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and a balcony. Great for
rejsidence or investment. Askmg&,l:ﬂﬂpﬂﬂ NIS

New Price! Must Selll 100 SQM apartment, 3 bedrooms,
2 baths, modern and boutique building, fully accessible,

parking, Sh. elevator. Asking 4,080,000 NIS
Migdal Eder, Neve Daniel

Don't Miss Out! 283 SQM Semi-Attached Cottage with
incredible views! 7 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, huge garden,
great sukkah area, ideal for family living. New Price!

Shivat Tzion, Dekel, Efrat

PRIME LOCATION! 3 beds, 2 baths, near Dekel Merkaz.
Accessible apartment, quiet area, only steps away from
schools, shuls, and shopping! Asking 2,350,000 NIS

Hagilgal St, Maale Adumim

Amazing Opportunity In An Anglo neighborhood! Last
500 SOM lot in pending permit for 270 SQM freestanding

house, 15 SQM parkmg and more! Don't Miss Out!
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-STEAK HOUSE -

< Fridays - buffet of take away food for Shabbat >

Steakhouse - Events - Catering

Boutique events for up to 200 ppl. - Option for Motzaei Shabbos events
Ready-made meals for Shabbos - 2 hrs. of free parking
3 private rooms for personal and business events

101 Derech Chevron, Jerusalem | 02-5664466

Just a 5-minute drive from the Kotel!
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WEINSTOCK ORAL SURGERY
PICENN 03N YT

When it comes to oral surgery

Experience Matters

¢ Over 12,000 Wisdom teeth safely treated
e Over 1,000 Dental Implants placed

e Over 100 TMJ procedures performed

Offering the latest technologies including:

e Lasers - no bleeding or suturing
required.

¢ Straumann Implants - Serviceable
worldwide and industry leader in
dental implants for over 60 years.

Office locations in Modi’in

Call or Message at: Learn More at:

053-8534786 RJWOMS.com

SCRRUSLENET CRAER

American Trained
and Licensed
Acupuncturist
comes to you!

Addional Specialized
Services Include
Anti-Aging Techniques o
Personal Physical Training
Traditional Chinese Medicine
Herbal Medicines

Holistic Wellness @

On-Site in the Jerusalem and Modiin areas
Very Re

FREE CONSULTATIONS

michaelmbennettél3@gmail.com 053-365-7737

nable Rates!

ISRAEL'S PROPERTY AND
COMMUNITY MATCHMAKER
WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THE

RETURN OF ALL OUR HOSTAGES AND
THE SAFETY OF OUR SOLDIERS

JERUSALEM
Old City
4 Bedroom
Duplex
Unique property
Kotel & Har Habayit
views
Price on Request

JERUSALEM
e German Colony
e Harakevet Street
e 3 bedrooms
e 2 bathrooms
e New building

W6.5M / $1.81M

MISHKAFAYIM
Ramat Beit
Shemeshsh
Luxury apt.

Rare property!
Over 250 SQM on
one level
Price on Request

FEATURED PROPERTIES IN ANGLO COMMUNITIES

JERUSALEM
Rehavia
Duplex
5 Bedrooms
4 Bathrooms
Large outdoor
space
W11M / $3.06M

JERUSALEM
Mekor Chaim
New building
3 Bedrooms
2.5 Bathrooms
sukkah Balcony
Parking & Storage
W4.5M / $1.25M

JERUSALEM
Old Arnona
3 bedrooms
2 bathrooms
Balcony
Parking & Storage
Green Area
N3.9M / $1.08M

ALIYAH | INVESTMENTS | HOLIDAY HOMES

LET YOUR JOURNEY
HOME BEGIN WITH US

= +972-54-441-5704

mI¥| KimBashRealEstate.com g =) @3
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OU KASHRUT

BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs
Center for Kashrut Education

The Rema (Orach Chaim 494:3) cites the well-
known custom of eating dairy foods on Shavuot.
Since dairy dishes are commonly served on the
Yom Tov table, this article will examine whether
it is permissible to prepare and consume dishes
that contain both dairy and fish.

The Gemara in Pesachim 76:b discusses the
custom to avoid consuming fish and meat that
have been cooked together. This prohibition
applies both to fish and meat cooked in the
same dish, and even when they are cooked
together in the same oven. The Sages attributed
this practice to health concerns associated with
consuming such a mixture. Although modern
medical science has not identified any health
risks from combining meat and fish, the custom
remains binding and must still be observed
(See Pitchei Teshuva YD 117:3) .

It is evident from numerous Talmu-
dic sources that mixing fish and dairy is

Can you afford
NIS 40,000 a month

For life-saving medications
NOT covered by Kupat Cholim

Private health cover available
if you are under 74 and a half
anz{@shaham-orlan.co.il * 054-425

Iicensed Insurance Frofessions
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permitted. This includes both cooked mixtures
and foods where the two are combined, such
as a tuna and cheese casserole. However,
Rabbi Yosef Karo, in his commentary Beit
Yosef (YD 87), cites a custom to avoid eating
fish and dairy together. Although he does not
codify this opinion in the Shulchan Aruch, other
halachic authorities reference the custom,
including earlier sources such as Rabbeinu
Bechayei (Parashat Mishpatim).

The Knesset HaGedolah (YD 116:22) and
Responsa Chinuch Beit Yehuda (61) cite early
medical opinions claiming that combining fish
and dairy is as dangerous as mixing fish and
meat. Based on this, they argue that the same
halachic restrictions should apply to fish and
dairy combinations.

The foremost authority on Ashkenazi
halachah, the Rema (Darchei Moshe YD
87), along with nearly all later Ashkenazi
poskim, reject the existence of such a custom
(see Psakim U’teshuvot 87:10). They note that
numerous halachic sources clearly permit the
consumption of fish and dairy together, and
even suggest that the Sages prepared specific
dishes that combined these ingredients.

Some authorities go further and claim that
the mention of “fish and dairy” in the Beit
Yosef is a scribal error, and that the original
text intended to refer to “meat and fish.” If
this is correct, even Sephardic Jews would



The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness
and educate the public in all areas of kashrut. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, Deputy Rabbinic Administrator

for OU Kosher Israel is the Center's director.

have no reason to observe this custom, since
its basis would be entirely mistaken. (Taz YD
87:3, Shach YD 87:5)

Rabbi Chaim David Azoulay (the Chid’a),
arenowned Sephardic posek from over 250
years ago, aligns with the Ashkenazi authori-
ties and rules that there is no halachic concern
in eating fish and dairy together. He reasons
that not only is there no proven health risk—
something even the Rambam omits—but also
that the Beit Yosef presents the opinion very
briefly, without elaboration. Furthermore, in
the sections of the Shuichan Aruch that address
dangerous food combinations, fish and dairy
are not mentioned. Therefore, the Chid’a
concludes that the Taz’s assertion—that the
custom arose from a textual error—is the most
logical explanation (Machzik Bracha 87:4) .

Nevertheless, many contemporary Sep-
hardic authorities maintain the custom and
advise that those with a family tradition to
avoid fish and dairy should continue to do
so. Even so, the custom typically applies only
to milk, cheese, and dairy spreads. Butter is
generally excluded, and frying fish in butter

Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

cat 02-624-0995 054-599-9530

aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il - www.aaronkatsman.com
Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

is permitted according to most Sephardic
opinions (Halichot Olam 7, p.20-21)

Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach ruled that the
custom to avoid fish and dairy is only binding
for individuals who have a clear tradition to
that effect. If a Sephardic Jew is unsure of
their family custom, they may be lenient and
consume mixtures of fish and dairy, especially
since the origin of the custom is questionable
(Halichot Shlomo Moadim 12).

Kashrut Questions in Israel?
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at
050-200-4432

THE APPLIANCE )
DOCTOR

SHLOMO ROSHGADOL N
a o58-558-2630

, All brands, all models .[T
In Jerusalemn, Gush Etzion, Bet Shemesh ‘
and everywhere in between
Service within 24 hours.
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US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

OU ISRAEL CENTER 43



SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Perhaps the most well known tradition
associated with the Yom Tov of Shavuot is
the custom to stay awake the entire night,
in symbolic anticipation and preparation for
the reenactment of Kabbalat HaTorah. As we
recall this seminal event in Jewish History
each year, we may actually be fulfilling a
fascinating mystical concept as well.

There is a teaching in the Mishna, (Pirkei
Avot 1:15) which introduces to us the con-
cept of the frequency of Torah study. The
text teaches us in the name of Shammai: “Asei
Toratcha Keva”- Make your study of Torah a
kviut- an established, regular part of your daily
life.

On the simplest of levels-this is very obvi-
ous, in order for a Jew to live life as a Jew, to
fulfill all aspects of Jewish ritual and living,
one must be engaged in the on-going pursuit
of knowledge, and continue to address all of
life’s issues through the lens and guidance of
the eternal wisdom of the Torah HaKedosha.

The Talmud, (Masechet Shabbat 31 a)
echoes this sentiment: “Amar Rava: beshaa
shemachnisin adam ladin omrim lo:...kavata

Modern, Mobile-Friendly
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. Web Hosting and
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Gila Phillips
054-944-7772

info@agpwebdesign.com
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itim latorah?” “Rava said: When a soul appears
before the Heavenly tribunal to be judged, he will
be asked: ‘Did you set aside time for the study
of Torah?”

The Rambam, in the opening chapter of the
laws of Talmud Torah, spells out in specific
terms the importance of regular Torah study
and some of its parameters. In the eighth
entry he writes:

“ Kol Ish Miyisrael chayav b’talmud torah,
bein ani, bein ashir, bein shalom b’gufo, bein baal
yisurin, bein bachur, bein shehaya zakein gadol
shetashsash kocho. Afilu ani hamitparneis min
hatzedaka umchazer al hapetachim, v’afilu baal
isha uvanim-chayav likboa lo zeman letalmud
torah bayom uvalaylasheneemar-“V’hagita bo
Yomam Valayla (Yehoshua 1:8)...”

“Every Jew is required to study Torah, whether
impoverished or wealthy, healthy or ill, young or
old and weak. Even a beggar who is dependent
on charity, and who must go door to door, and
a man with a wife and family to support must
devote time to study Torah day and night, as
stated in the verse: “and you shall discuss it day
and night... (Joshua 1:8).”

It seems the Rambam adds an additional
stringency to this idea of regular Torah study-
that one must set aside time to study regularly
both bayom-during the daytime as well as
balayla- in the evening.

There is a fascinating statement which
might help us better understand this idea,
in the first comments of the Magen Avra-
ham, the important legal work and com-
mentary on the Shulchan Aruch written by



the 17th Century Sage Rabbi Avraham Abele
Gombiner.

In the very first entry in this work, he
wrote: “Beshelah Katuv: sod lechibeir yom
velayla betorah oh betefilla, bein baboker, bein
baerev...” “It is written in the Shnei Luchot HaB-
rit (two tablets of the law written by the 16th
Century Kabbalist Rabbi Yeshayahu Horowitz,
of Prague): it is a mystical fundamental to join
together day and night with Torah study or with
prayer, both at daybreak, and at nightfall...”

What exactly is the Kabbalisitc significance
that the Shnei Luchot Habrit refers to, in join-
ing the day and night or night to day, through
either Torah or Tefilla?

Shlomo HaMelech in Mishlei (Proverbs)
wrote- “Ki Ner Mitzva, v’Torah Ohr”-‘Each
mitzva is like a candle and the Torah is light.

The Chasidic Masters often speak of the
analogy of the light of Torah outshining the
darkness in the world. When a Jew brings
a little bit of Torah into the twilight zone at
the end of each day, or from the night into
the early hours of the morning, symbolically,
mystically they are contributing to bring the
light of the Divine into this world which is
often seen as being full of darkness and
confusion.

Perhaps this is another possible reason
for the custom to stay awake studying Torah
the entire night on Shavuot. On the very day
we anxiously and joyously prepare ourselves
to once again symbolically stand and accept
the Torah at Sinai, we simultaneously and
symbolically help to bring the light and per-
spective of Torah into this world of confusion.
On Shavuot we rejoice that we have received
the gift of Torah as a source of guidance and
inspiration which helps to bring light, clarity
and meaning to our lives, and to the world
around us.... Chag Sameach! m

W =" Shavuot - A Time to Come Home
' HAG SAMEAH

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM
FOR 2rooms]| 45 sqm | 1st Floor
Charming 2-room, , 4 sqgm balcony, AC, elevator,
SA LE quiet street, modern kitchen.

2,290,000

Ist Floor | 93 sqm | 4.5 rooms | 13 sqm storage
4 air exposures, balcony, . Upgraded urban renewal
deal for a 123 sgm apartment with a 12 sqm balcony.

NACHLAOT, JERUSALEM
Brand New | 48.5 sqm | 2 rooms
2-rooms garden apartment in Gan Sacher,
48.5 sgm + 33.9 sqm garden,storage and parking.

n 2,590,000

2 rooms]| 45 sqm | Ground Floor
Full of Jerusalem charm, no stairs, private entrance.
5 sqm storage, shared yard, fantastic location!

TAMAR, EFRAT
4 rooms | 99 sqm | 2 Bathrooms

Beautiful apartment, 60 sgm attic used for storage
2 sukkah balconies, Private parking

r 2,850,000

4 Rooms | 2 Bathrooms | 106 sqm
Ground floor fully accessible with views, 2 succah
balconies, safe room, private parking

= = —
EFRAT, NEW PROJECT
FO R Discover Solomon Ridge — upscale living in the heart

of Zayit, Efrat.Spacious apartments, breathtaking
SALE views, and limited units remaining!

JERUSALEM, NEW PROJECT
FOR 5 rooms | 5th floor out of 5| 194 sqm

SALE| ey i nembouicue projoc wit srecttasing viows.
m 15,300,000
NOAM +972 52-587-8788
‘HOMES W office@noamhomes.com

Raal Estata Professienals @ WWW'noamhomes'com
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0U Israel extends
a heartfelt Mazal Tov to

STUART
HERSHKOWITZ

OU Israel President




E'RE RAISING

180,000

FORNCSY ISRAEL

Generous donors are doubling every gift!

O JUNE 9-11, 2025

Support us at israel.ncsy.org/give




THIS WEEK'S INSPIRATIONAL TORAH LEARNING

10:45 PM-5AM

TIKKUN LEIL SHAVUOT

in partnership with BEIT KNESSET
HANASSI, 24 USSISHKIN ST.,
RECHAVIA

Rabbi Berel Wein,

Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb,
Rabbi Joel Kenigsberg,

Rabbi Jesse Horn,

Rabbi S$am Shor and

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

10:30 PM-11:30 PM
SHAVUOT NIGHT SHIURIM
with Rav Ezra Friedman in
ARNONA, BEIT KNESSET SHAI
AGNON, 11 LEIB YAFFE STREET

10:30 PM
Kashrut and Technology (English)

11:00PM , .-;'

Caun BT piiy




WITH OU ISRAEL

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH IN BAKAA
Classes @ Bet Knesset Nitzanim, 3 Asher Street, Bakaa

9:20 AM 11:25 AM
Understanding Tefila Chumash B'lyun Rabbi Shmuel

Rabbi Yossi Goldin Goldin

10:15 AM 12:20 PM
Meaning in Mitzvot Unpacking the Messages of Chazal

Rabbi Yitzchak Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Breitowitz

WOMEN'S COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
Classes @ Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin St. Rechavia

9:30AM
Torah Tapestries Parsha Shiur
Mrs. Shira Smiles

10:30AM
Towards Meaningful Tefilla
Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski

11:15AM
The Seven Neviot
Mrs. Leah Feinberg

MODIIN-THE BAIS

Men’s Programs in Modiin Yeshivat Hesder Meir Harel,
Emek Beit Shean 53, Modiin

10:00AM -2:00PM Rabbi David Fine,
Weekly Kollel Boker -Instructors include Rabbi lan Shaffer,
Rabbi Avi Herzog, Rabbi Dovid Wolpe




This Week’s Inspirational Torah Learning with OU Israel

COMMUNITY BEIT MIDRASH
IN RECHAVIA

@ Bet Knesset HaNassi,

24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

9:15AM
Holy Poetry Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler

10:20 AM
Contemporary Issues in Halacha and
Hashkafa

Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:25 AM
Wisdom of Rav Kook

Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

12:30PM
Medieval Jewish History
Dr. Deborah Polster

COMMUNITY BEIT
MIDRASH IN ARNONA
Classes @ Bet Knesset

Shai Agnon,

11 Rechov Leib Yaffe, Arnona

9:15 AM
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:30 AM
Parshat HaShavua

Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:15 AM
Trailblazing the Text of TaNach-
Rabbi Neil Winkler

12:20 PM
Modern Masters

Rabbi Sam Shor

8:00 PM

Halachic Controversies

(the Bais] Rabbi Aschi Dick
@ Bet Knesset Ohel Yitzchak,
Keren Hayesod Street

NOTE NEW NIGHT!!!

8:30 PM

The Bais- Men’s Chabura
in partnership with Kehilat
Hashiveinu-Rabbi Noam
Kenigsberg RAMOT




2 0U Israel and Beit Knesset HaNassi present 0]

- SHAVUOT NIGHT
n QMAAVM/ L1

N N013 R

SUNDAY, LEILSHAVUOT | 6SIVAN | JUNET [ 10:45PM-4:45AM
BEIT KNESSET HANASSI, 24 USSISHI(IN STREET, RECHAVIA

11:00PM Torah MiSinai Rabbi Berel Wein
Mara D'Atra, Beit Knesset HaNassi

11:45PM 795 s1a mmY *9av: Broken Tablets
and Broken Hearts Rabbi Dr, Tzvi Hersh Weinreb
Executive Vice President Emeritus, Orthodox Union

12:45AM Are We Losing Our Minds?: The Human and Halachic
Quandaries of Artificial Intelligence
Rabbi Joel Kenigsberg, Rabbi, Beit Knesset HaNassi

1:45AM Destruction & Rebuilding: Four Post Mabul Perspectives
Rabbi Jesse Horn Senior Faculty, Yeshivat HaKuteI £

2:45AM One People, One Heart Rabbi Sam Shor
Director, Torah Initiatives, OU Israel

3:45AM The Lights of Torah: —— 2 WA
Rav Kook on Talmud Torah % N\
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider M 3
Refreshments
Schedule is subject to change Served All Night

Generously Sponsored by: Rabbi Nachman and Feiga KahanaF : '
Additional Sponsorship Opportunities available, \’Q
for more information- cspivack@ouisrael.org X

OU ISRAEL | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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REMEMBER

On Shavuot Yizkor is recited to com-
memorate the memory of our depart-
ed loved ones. It is the tradition of
many to pledge to contribute tzedaka
in memory of those who have left
this world. Please consider making a
contribution to the OU Israel, which
will help to support the on-going
Torah learning and many community
programs of the OU Israel.

Please send your contributions Att:

https://www.ouisrael.org/donate/

ou-israel-center/

or call Chana Spivak: 050-229-4951

OU ISRAEL CENTER | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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SHIUR SPONSORS

ALLSHIURIM - THUR. MAY 29™
Sponsored by Estelle Harris in memory of her dear hushand
Refael Meir ben Tzvi Hirsh 2”1, Richard Mark Harris 2”1
on his 13" yartzeit, loving father, grandfather

SHIRA SMILES SHIUR - TUE. MAY 27™
Sponsored in memory of Yitzchak Yosef ben Yehoshua

III

Menachem Mendel Abramowitz z

8-WEEKWOMEN’S BEIT MIDRASH SHIUR
TUESDAYS - “TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA” WITH MRS. ZEMIRA 0ZAROWSKI

Sponsored by Carole Goldberg for the neshama
of her mother Malka Sheva bat Yitzhok a"h

RABBI BREITOWITZ'S SHIUR

Dedicated anonymously for the refuah shleima of
Oksana bat Bluma and Evelina bat Galina

RABBIMANNING'S SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 academic yearnnwa 17'v'7
'7°T P77 A ATV TN NA NN

RABBI GOLDSCHEIDER’S SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2025 academic yearnnwa 17107
7T Aan'7W 2 210 DWI N’V DNNAX N2 DD

RABBIADLER'S SHIUR
Sponsored for this academic year by the Frist family
inmemory of their beloved daughter and sister
Elisheva Frista”h —n”v 71 na xnro vawr'7x

RABBI SHAI FINKELSTEIN'S SHIUR
Sponsored for the 2024-2025 academic year by the
Sondhelm and Wertenteil Families
in memory of Mel & Sylvia David z'l

7”T D720 X201 VXN DNNAN A '7Tan DNan
N’V 7T AINEAYT ANIX N2 DN DX

TO SPONSOR A SHIUR CONTACT
Chana Spivack - 050-229-4951 or donate online: https:/

www.ouisrael.org/donate/ou-israel-center/

Tzitzit tying with Ruti
Beit Knesset HaNassi, 24 Ussishkin
Mondays 1:15-4pm
) Wednesdays 12-3pm
no experience needed
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“From Despair into Hope”
www.yeshezra.org | Director: Menachem Persoff

We assist families with health issues,
sustenance, and shelter.
Big-Brother guidance, family events, and more.

Your generous donation transforms lives!
PLEASE SPONSOR FOR ONE YEAR

One Family
NIS2500/$700

Five Families
NIS12,500nis/$3500

"Big Brother"/ ”Social Worker
NIS100,000 / $25,000

Customized Donation:
Every gift fulfils the Mitzva of Chesed

Tax benefit according to Section 46a, Israeli Tax Code.

INQUIRIES: www.yeshezra.org

Menachem Persoff - 050-570-1067 | menpmp@gmail.com
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The Two Conversions of Rut

Rut’s conversion and her entry into our
people is the quintessential conversion story
in Tanach. Her decision to join Am Yisrael and
marry Boaz set in motion the birth of Malchut
Beit David and the future of Jewish monarchy.
We read her story on Shavuot—the day we all
became converts at Har Sinai, as we entered
the brit and accepted the Torah.

Rut’s initial desire to convert is met with
resistance. Naomi urges her to follow Orpah
and return home. Only after Rut displays res-
olute devotion does Naomi accept her decision
to join Am Yisrael.

Naomi’s initial hesitance becomes a model
for our approach to conversion. We don’t
encourage conversion. If someone first
expresses interest, we discourage them, high-
lighting the demands of a religious life and the
weight of Jewish history.

HALACHIC CONVERSION

Halachic conversion requires, among other
components, a full acceptance of mitzvot. In
this light, Chazal viewed the dialogue between
Rut and Naomi on their journey as a veiled
description of Rut’s embrace of halacha.
According to the way Chazal decoded these
pesukim, Naomi outlines various mitzvot, and
Rut responds with steadfast devotion.
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Naomi mentioned the limitations of travel on
Shabbat, to which Rut responded, “Where you
travel [on Shabbat], I will also travel,” accept-
ing Shabbat observance. Naomi then alluded
to the halachot of yichud and sexual conduct,
and Rut replied, “Where you sleep, I will sleep,”
implicitly accepting the framework of marital
boundaries. Only after Rut accepted kabbalat
ol mitzvot—the full yoke of mitzvot—was she
welcomed as a giyoret.

Of course, the formal completion of her
conversion took place before a beit din, as
described in the closing perek of Megillat Rut,
which unfolds in the presence of the court.
Rut could not marry Boaz—nor be considered
halachically Jewish—until she had undergone
a full halachic conversion.

HISTORICAL CONVERSION

Yet the simple reading of Megillat Rut doesn’t
explicitly describe a halachic conversion. The
story we encounter is quite different. Rut’s
entry into Jewish peoplehood isn’t centered
on halachic procedure but on fierce loyalty
and personal sacrifice.

Essentially, there are two stories in Megillat
Rut. One is the halachic story—subtle and
inferred by Chazal, woven between the lines.
But the second story is the one we read directly:
the story of joining a people, of forging identity,
of becoming Jewish not just through mitzvot,
but through solidarity, courage, and belonging.

By providing two different stories, Megillat



Rut asserts that Jewish identity is not limited
to halachic performance. There is a broader
experience of being Jewish—a fierce sense of
peoplehood that can stand apart from halachic
expression. Even in the absence of halachic
observance, a person can embody a profound
and authentic Jewish spirit. Aside from halachic
conversion there is also historical conversion.
THE CLASH

Of course, this question has emerged sharply
in Israel—surrounding those who seek deep
connection with our nation but are unable or
unwilling to undergo full halachic conversion.

This issue rests at the crossroads of two
weighty responsibilities. On one hand, we yearn
for every Jew to be halachically Jewish—for
both halachic and communal reasons. On the
other hand, as a nation returning home, we
carry the burden of welcoming all Jews who
seek to belong—even if they haven’t completed
full halachic entry.

There is no simple answer to this dilemma.

However, independent of the practical and
policy-driven aspects of conversion, Megillat
Rut offers a powerful lesson about Jewish iden-
tity—even when it stands apart from halachic
status. It reminds us that belonging to the
Jewish people is not only a matter of religious
classification but also of deep loyalty, personal
sacrifice, and shared destiny. It highlights two
foundational aspects of Jewish identity: fidelity
to Jewish history, and a willingness to act with
chesed toward our broader Jewish family.

LOYALTY

Though Megillat Rut weaves together many
themes and human virtues, its central thread
is loyalty. In the opening scene, Elimelech and
his two sons abandon their responsibilities. In
a moment of national anguish, as our people
buckle under the weight of a crippling famine,
a wealthy and prominent father and his two

Oldlt-ntmon- Renovated 130 5QM Duplex Penthouse on Dostai Street
3 Bedrooms | 3 Sukkah Balconies | Private Parking | Shabbal Eleyator

(3= & %
Ruth Abrahami — +972 54-807-0677 -%é ZzZimuki
[ g

sons choose flight over fidelity. They turn their
backs and walk away.

The Midrash casts their actions in an even
darker light: they could have easily endured
the famine, but they feared becoming a public
address for the desperate—those who lacked
their wealth and were suffering through hun-
ger. They abandoned not just their people, but
the call of public responsibility. They ran, but
not from death but from duty.

Not only did they flee—they defected to Moav,
our sworn enemy. The story unfolds during
the era of the Shoftim, a time when Moav
relentlessly persecuted our people. In one of
the bleakest chapters of that generation, when
hunger ravaged our Land, those who had the
means to help chose, instead, the lap of luxury
across the river. They didn’t just abandon their
people; they sought comfort in the arms of our
tormentors.

Against the backdrop of their abandon-
ment, Rut displays unwavering loyalty. She
single-handedly repairs their selfish behav-
ior by returning to Israel with her aging and
penniless mother-in-law. She isn’t naive. Rut is
fully aware of the risks that lie ahead. Naomi
will be seen as a traitor, an object of scorn who
fled in a time of need. Few, if any, will welcome
her or offer assistance during a time of fam-
ine. Rut knows that by accompanying Naomi,
she risks her own safety—perhaps even her
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life. When she declares, ‘921 °»2 779 mnn’,
she isn’t speaking in poetic abstraction—she
understands that death by hunger may very
well await her. When she pledges to be buried
beside Naomi, she isn’t speaking in metaphor.
These two destitute women, with no food or
protection, may very well succumb to hunger
and be buried side by side.

Orpah, her sister, made the reasonable
decision. Why should two people perish? Why
burden a desolate woman with another mouth
to feed? Yet Rut courageously chooses loyalty
over fear, devotion over self-preservation.

Her devotion doesn’t go unnoticed. Boaz
blesses her not only to be like our founding
mothers Rachel and Leah, but also like Tamar.
His mention of Tamar isn’t incidental—it
highlights Rut’s fierce loyalty to family. Tamar
remained loyal to Yehuda’s household even
when she was scorned and denied marital
opportunity. She wouldn’t relinquish her place
in a family that tried to discard her, and her
steadfastness was rewarded with children who
carried the family legacy. Boaz sees Tamar in
Rut. Two women whose loyalty defied the odds
and refused to let broken families wither. And
through their loyalty, they built our future.

Broader Loyalty

Rut’s loyalty to her mother-in-law reflects
deeper and broader loyalties. A person who
remains faithful to family will likely remain

FREE NUTRITION VIDEO COURSE

Learn from an expert, Adam Ezekiel sports nutritionist,
certified fitness trainer and best selling author.
Adam’s mission: To get the Jewish nation healthy,

fit and strong - starting with men ages 25+
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faithful to people and to Land. Her unwavering
devotion to both lies at the heart of her his-
torical conversion—the conversion explicitly
described in the pesukim.

When she declares, “ny 91y”, she pledges
allegiance to the people whom Elimelech and
his sons so callously abandoned. When she
insists on joining Naomi through every hard-
ship and peril, she adds, “DY) TNX *THANH WYX
72?N”. She yearns to be buried in the Land of
Israel. With these words, she joins the ranks of
Ya’akov, Yosef, and Moshe—great figures who
longed for burial in Eretz Yisrael, even if they
themselves could not reside there in life.

THE HARVEST

It is no coincidence that the backdrop for Rut’s
conversion is the agricultural harvest season.
As the nation celebrated the bounty of a Land
reborn from famine, Rut cast her lot with that
Land. Like a modern-day Avraham, she left her
homeland, crossed the river, and joined both the
Land of Israel and the people of Israel. Alongside
her halachic conversion, she bound herself to
our nation and to our homeland.

Evidently, the story of Rut’s conversion—at
least on the literal level—is about a woman
who joins the Jewish people through selfless
commitment to both Am Yisrael and the Land of
Israel. Her devotion may very well cost her life,
yet it is worth it. Loyalty to Am Yisrael and Israel
is too sacred to be measured by personal risk.

THE REPAIR OF CHESED

However, loyalty alone isn’t enough. For the
story of Rut to unfold, it will take kindness that
reaches beyond duty. Quiet gestures of care
and selfless devotion carry the story forward.
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The Midrash observes that Megillat Rut



contains no halachot. It is not a book of law,
but a tale wrapped in the redemptive power
of chesed. It reminds us that acts of kindness
resonate through generations, mending the
wounds of human tragedy.

Boaz performs a tremendous act of chesed
by embracing a destitute, aging widow and her
foreign daughter-in-law. Rut, too, exemplifies
chesed—marrying a man far older than herself,
a man with whom she will not grow old. Of
course, HaKadosh Baruch Hu directs and choreo-
graphs these events with His divine chesed, but
His chesed descends only in response to human
initiative. Redemption begins not in Heaven
but on Earth—when people extend themselves
beyond duty, when they choose kindness in a
harsh world.

Rut joins the Jewish people not only through
her steadfast loyalty to people and Land but
also through her courage to perform selfless
acts of kindness—mending a fractured society
and awakening the hope for redemption. She
attains halachic status by accepting the mitzvot
and ultimately immersing in a mikvah. Her
historical conversion is realized through loyalty
to Land and people and by leading a wave of
kindness to restore a wounded nation.

Loyalty to our people and to our Land, espe-
cially in the most challenging moments of Jew-
ish history, lies at the heart of Jewish identity.
The willingness to sacrifice personal interests
for the chesed and for the greater needs of the
nation is equally central.

Rut illustrates that the fullness of Jewish
identity flows from weaving together halachic
devotion and the deep roots of Jewish history. m

Rabbi Taragin’s newest sefer entitled
“To be Holy but Human: Reflections
upon my Rebbe, Rav Yehuda Amital
(Kodesh) is now available at:

mtaraginbooks.com and in bookstores

Mo,

MasAmerica Taxes Made Fasier

WE MAKE COMPLEX TAXES EASIER

%

That if you are a US citizen who owns
an Israeli company, there are special US
tax reporting requirements in the US.

You MAY.NOT know:

That if the reporting is incorrect,
there may be significant penalties
and you might be paying more
tax than necessary. Additionally,
strategic planning may allow you to
further reduce taxes.

Unlike basic tax preparers in Israel
MASAMERICA'S US tax lawyers
and CPAs have over a half century
of combined experience with
international tax reporting and
planning. Let that expertise work
to reduce your taxes and preven

future problems.

Call 073-769-0600

for a free 15-minute consultation
info@masamerica.co.il
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TOWARDS MEANINGFUL PARENTING

ZAROWSKI

EL WOMEN'’S DIVISION

Wide Awake for Shavuot -
and for the Next Generation

One of the most striking details in the Midrash
about Matan Torah is that on that awe-inspir-
ing day, the Jewish people had to be woken up!
Hashem had to bring thunder and lightning to
rouse them from their sleep (Shir HaShirim
Rabbah). It’s hard to believe—after centuries
of slavery and weeks
of miraculous prepa-
ration, how could they
not be bursting with
anticipation to receive
the Torah?

Chazal saw in this

s

moment a certain spiri-
tual shortcomin g-a lack
of excitement for Torah.

And to repair it, many have adopted the Minhag
of staying up all night on Shavuot, immersed in
Torah learning (Magen Avraham). It’s not just a
symbolic gesture; it’s a statement of commitment
and passion, of showing Hashem and ourselves
that this time, we’re wide awake.

But beyond the minhag, there is a deep lesson
here—especially for parents and grandparents.
Our job is not only to pass on Torah and mitz-
vot to our children and grandchildren, but to
pass on a passion for Torah. Not just to raise
observant Jews, but inspired ones. How do we
do that? The same way everything in parenting
works: by role-modeling.
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Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky articulated a
powerful concept he called the “trickle-down
theory” of Chinuch. Parents are not only edu-
cators—they are o’y’own, influencers. The
word mashpia comes from shipuah \o’W)—a
slope. Everything a parent is—our attitudes,
values, even what we do
unconsciously—flows
down to our children.
A parent who davens
with intensity, who
sings Shabbat zemirot
with passion, who loves
learning Torah, raises
children who absorb
those feelings deep in
their bones. It’s not what we say that matters
most—it’'s what we are.

Rabbi Yechiel Yakovson, author of
TN’2 INXONN DX, often emphasizes that children
see everything with “child eyes,” and pick up
on nuances we don’t realize we’re transmitting.
Passion can’t be faked. Sincerity can’t be staged.
Kids know when we’re living Torah because
we love it—and when we’re just going through
the motions.

He shares the famous story of Rav Moshe Fein-
stein, who was once asked why so many children
of frum immigrants in early 20th century America
abandoned Shabbat observance, even though their

o £



parents were moser nefesh for Shabbat. These par-
ents often gave up their jobs rather than desecrate
Shabbat—it was clearly important to them. So what
went wrong? Rav Moshe explained: it wasn’t that
they didn’t keep Shabbat—it was how they kept it.
The children would hear their parents groaning,
“Oy, it’s so hard to be a Jew;” watching them return
from yet another lost job with tension and resent-
ment. The message that seeped into their hearts
wasn’t “Shabbat is precious™ it was “Shabbat is
a burden.” Only those parents who were moser
nefesh for Shabbat with love and passion, who
radiated pride in keeping it no matter the cost,
raised children who stayed the course.

Sadly, many children grow up watching their
parents keep Torah and mitzvot without joy
or excitement —and from that, they conclude
that Torah and mitzvot must not be all that
important.

The question we must all ask ourselves is:

what kind of message are we sending our
children and grandchildren? Shavuot is the
perfect time to reflect on this—after all, it’s the
day we celebrate the giving of the Torah and the
transmission of our mesorah from generation
to generation.

On Shavuot night, we stay up to show we’re
awake, alert, and yearning. But perhaps the
deeper challenge is not what we do for one night,
but what we show our children the other 364. Do
they see a home where Torah is alive, exciting, a
privilege? Or one where mitzvot are a checklist?

The answer isn’t in putting on a show. It’s in
cultivating within ourselves the genuine love for
Torah that we want them to feel. Because if we
want our children to care deeply about Torah
and Mitzvot, we must show them that we do.
Let’s use this Shavuot not just to stay up late,
but to wake up—to the awesome role we play
in shaping the next generation of Am Yisrael. M
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UNITING & HEALING ISRAEL

Maim Haim Women’s Retreat

Awakening, Healing & Growth
Kibbutz Lavi Hotel | JUNE 17-19
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Looking to make your mornings more meaningful?

Jerusalem’s Sinai Kollel offers beit midrash-style chavruta learning,
along with engaging, interactive, in-depth shiurim.
Also streaming on ZOOM for your convenience.

Join us and make your mornings more meaningful!

For more information, please contact RavShimsI:Dn?\’adel
Chaim Sacknovitz: 052-6446405 Rosh Kollel
Schedule:

Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday

9:15-10:15 Chavrutot X ' \
10:15-11:15 Shiur B'iyyun - -
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BOUSTAN BAKA - Boutique building, quiet | st IR TR TET 12
& pastoral, 4 spacious rooms, Succah “Duplex-Garden Apartment

balcony, Shabbat elevator, parking.

6.990.000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488

CITY CENTER - 2 rooms,
Savyon view, luxurious, furnished,
Shabbat elevator, concierge

2.890.000NIS MENDEL 052-8980111

BAKA - 2 apartments sit ontop

_'._:.:}.9 i TrARES £
of each other, 5/3 rooms + studio
separate el’1trance, balconies ’ ¢ 3 bed rooms + 3 bath rooms

* Large private garden
MEKOR CHAIM - Beginning of * Large basement
the street, spacious 4 rooms, * Private Parkmg
Succah porch, parking, storeroom s
4.850.000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488 Pr|<.:<_a. N_|$ 8’_950’0_0
GERMAN COLONY - Garden apartment, Arcadia F .
110m + 370m garden, storeroom, parking

8.500.000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111
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Between the Moon Grove and the Theater: How the world's wealthy live in Jerusalem

By Liad Vaknish- J.Post

Facing a magical 24 hectares grove serving as an
urban nature reserve in the Talbieh neighborhood
of Jerusalem, and close to the city's major cultural
and artistic hubs, “The Theatron” has been
established - a unique project that combines the
intimacy of a luxury apartment with a breathtaking
green view and the deluxe services of a five-star
hotel.

Who is the target audience? What do the
apartments include? And what is it like to live in the
heart of the most special city in the world? Here's
an exclusive glimpse into the most intriguing and
luxurious project in the capital.

Amid the enchanting stone alleys of Jerusalem'’s
Talbieh neighborhood, a remarkable project

has recently come to life, merging two worlds -
the quiet luxury of private residences with the
elegance and comfort of a deluxe five-star hotel.
“The Theatron," the flagship project of the Hassid
Brothers, is breaking new ground in Jerusalem's
real estate market, offering an unparalleled
quality of life for those who seek more than just a
residential address in the most extraordinary city
in the world.

The project is located in the heart of what's referred

to as "the cultural mile" - a stretch of the city that
includes leading cultural institutions such as the
Jerusalem Theater, the Islamic Art Museum, the
President's Residence, Hansen House, and the
First Station. It borders a protected pine grove
known as “The Moon Grove, which provides
open, green, and unexpected views in the heart
of the city. This is a preservation-designated green
area - guaranteeing the view and tranquility for
generations to come.

The three residential buildings in the complex
include only 21 apartments - intimate, luxurious,
and bright. The apartments range from 165 to 560
square meters, with exceptionally high ceilings,
huge windows, three exposures, and spacious
balconies suitable for building a sukkah.

The penthouse - a top-floor single-level apartment
- reaches a height of 4.5 meters and offers luxurious
skyline living with the crisp mountain air Jerusalem
is known for. The duplex garden apartment spans
approximately 560 square meters of built area
with a private garden of over 500 square meters -
essentially a villa in every sense.

These are among the most spacious and
meticulously designed apartments in Jerusalem,
all furnished and decorated down to the last detail
with one of the highest technical specifications
in Israel - including ltalian furniture, Bulthaup
kitchens, electric curtains, designer lighting, and
smart home systems - ready for immediate move-
in with just a suitcase.

And as a bonus: all balconies face the nature
reserve to the South, offering open green views
and exposure to the Israeli sun for most of the day.
According to the company, 13 out of the 21 units



have already been sold - meaning only eight remain
available for purchase.

The project is built adjacent to a luxurious boutique
hotel from the international Accor brand's MGallery
collection, providing residents with a unique quality
of life - a rare combination of privacy, peace, and the
comfort of home, with direct access to all the services
and amenities of a five-star hotel.

It's a hybrid residential model: on one hand, a private
lobby, separate entrance, dedicated elevator, and
convenient direct parking access to the apartment
floor; on the other hand, a wide range of services and
facilities available to residents at the push of a button.

Residents can enjoy a Clarins spa, a heated year-round
pool, a 24/7 gym, a gourmet restaurant and wine bar,
24/7 security, room service, a business lounge, and a
magnificent synagogue within the hotel. There are also
dedicated suites for hosting family members, and even
picnic packages for outings in the city or the nearby
grove.

Apartments are maintained regularly even when the
owners are abroad - with cleaning services, fresh linens,
stocked refrigerators, and plant care - everything ready
for their return. Each resident enjoys personal support
with an international standard, offering the highest-
level lifestyle - with full privacy and control.

The apartments maintain an intimate and secluded feel;
owners find themselves in a natural Jerusalem corner
- with instant access to all the comforts, luxuries, and
standards of a five-star hotel. The hotel itself is defined
as a luxury boutique hotel - with only 73 rooms, no
children’s rooms or connecting rooms - ensuring
peace, privacy, and a one-of-a-kind atmosphere.

It's also important to note: the hotel and the residential
complex are completely separate in their design
- residents have a private entrance with direct
underground parking, an independent lobby, private
elevators, and concierge services. This ensures
complete privacy, while still allowing access to all hotel
amenities - precisely when needed.

Buyers are also offered flexibility: those with smaller

apartments who wish to host extended family during
the holidays can book hotel rooms at a 20% discount.
Additionally, all residents receive permanent discounts
- 30% off at hotel restaurants and 20% off spa, laundry,
and cleaning services.

And if that's not enough - residents also enjoy a unique
global benefit: up to 30% discount at approximately
5000 of Accor's flagship hotels worldwide. This
exceptional privilege upgrades every vacation - not
only in Jerusalem, but also in Paris, New York, Rome,
and even Tel Aviv.

The target audience is clear: traditional Jewish families
from around the world who want to own a home in
the most sought-after location in Jerusalem. Some use
the apartments as a holiday home, visiting only three
times a year, while others have chosen to live there
permanently.

“Whether as a luxury vacation home for holidays in
the heart of the capital or as a permanent residence

in Jerusalem - the project offers a rare opportunity for
those seeking an unprecedented quality of life in the
most special city in the world,’ say the Hassid Brothers.

The key to it all is the unique role of Sheldon Ritz, who
serves as the “liaison” - the personal point of contact
for each apartment owner with the hotel. This role,
innovative in Israel but common in such projects
worldwide, was created to smoothly
bridge the private living experience with
the wider hotel system.

Ritz, 58, who emigrated from “Souin




Africa more than three decades ago, has become
one of the most recognized figures in Jerusalem's
luxury hospitality scene. He served as the operations
manager at the King David Hotel for 19 years - where
he hosted high-profile guests, heads of state, and
international  delegations. The Hassid Brothers
appointed him as the general manager of “The
Theatron” hotel before its opening, and he later
became the residents’ representative, forming the
initial relationships with apartment buyers.

His transition from hotelier to personal guide for luxury
residents stems from a sense of mission. "My vision
has always been to provide service that is highly
professional but also deeply human,” he says. "My
goal is for each apartment owner to feel they have
someone who fully understands their needs - and
takes care of them before they even have to ask”

For Ritz, the role of liaison is not just operational - it
plays a central part in creating a new lifestyle in
which living and service coexist in perfect harmony.
“It's a role that requires sensitivity, experience, and
especially the ability to stay on top of things - all the
time”

The position is dedicated to the apartment owners
and includes tasks such as coordinating cleaning and
maintenance, stocking fridges, preparing sukkahs for
the holidays, booking spa treatments or room service
- and even attending to the smallest details. It's a
personal service envelope that gives residents peace
of mind, a guiding hand, and the ongoing presence of
someone who knows their home - even when they're
not in the country.

“Some people request cleaning twice a week, others
four times. Some want complete quiet, while others
enjoy being part of the hotel's atmosphere - that's the
beauty of it here: everyone gets exactly what suits
them," Ritz concludes. “The project allows owners to
live in a five-star hotel without living in a hotel - and
to feel at home, even when far away.’

This article was written in cooperation with the Hasid
Brothers by Jerusalem Post

64 TORAH TIDBITS 1614 / BEMIDBAR - SHAVUOT

AIR CONDITIONING

ENGINEERING, DESIGN
AND INSTALLATIONS

Tzvi Air is a pleasure to
work with and did
an amagzing job!

Nothing matters to us more than
satisfied and happy customer. We
guarantee that you will be
100% thrilled.

If you find the same level of quality
and service for a lower price,
we'll match it.

Send your plans for
free design today.

Call/ Whatsapp 02-628-8282 &2

or email us at info@tzviair.com




w Ridont »
THEWALL e REAL ESTATE
DOCTOR  “i

PROFESSIONAL PAINTERS GORGEOUS GARDEN DUPLEX IN

TRANSFORM YOUR WALLS AND CEILINGS. KATAMON FOR SALE =
. 124 sqm renovated duplex apt with private
Flawless ﬁnlshes entrance and private garden, 4 bedrooms,
thqt udd elegunce option for unit/office with separate \
entrance. Beautiful flowing design, private,
to any space. Wall - quiet and green. Private parking
& Cei|ing repairs- Asking price: NIS 7,200,000
Smoothing, '
Straightening, ADDITIONAL 2 ROOM APT FOR
and perfecting SALE IN THE SAME BUILDING
every SUI‘fdce. 2 rooms, 36 sqm (feels bigger), 1st floor with ;t»
Spackllng & Pl'ep elevator, excellent condition, balcony.
Perfect as an investment, guest apartment,
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Hoisting the Blue-and-White

Parashat Bemidbar introduces us to the
flags that the twelve tribes used to organize
their encampments and travel during their
long sojourn in the wilderness
(Numbers 1:52, 2:2). Their
colors, images, and, in some
cases, letters carried profound
significance. Little is known
about later uses of flags in
either of the Jewish Common-
wealths, presumably because
the fabric did not stand the
test of time. Jewish signs and
symbols have been preserved
primarily as carvings in stone
graves or monuments, castings
on metal coinage or jewelry, and ink on bowls
or parchment. This all changed with the estab-
lishment of the State of Israel, when a Jewish
flag was flown once again. The colors of the
nascent country became an inspiring symbol
and rallying point for world Jewry, but also

Adult Endocrinologist

Raphael Hulkower, MD

American trained, US and Israel Certified
Private Consultations:

In person
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Kfar Sava
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ViaZoom »
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raised concerns for halachically observant
Jews.
FLAGS IN A PLACE OF PRAYER

American synagogues com-
monly display the flags of Israel
and America in the sanctuary,
often flanking the ark contain-
ing the Torah scrolls. As one
of the preeminent halachic
decisors of twentieth-century
America, Rabbi Moshe Fein-
stein was asked about people
who deemed this forbidden
and wanted to break away from
their synagogue to form their
own minyan. Rabbi Feinstein
could find no prohibition on the books that
this violated, since the flags were not treated
as some kind of holy object. Nevertheless, he
felt that their placement there was a matter of
foolishness (inyan hevel u-shetut), and encour-
aged their peaceable removal. If it is wrong
to place flags in a synagogue, he reasoned, it
would be much worse to create a dispute over
it. He concluded his responsum by ruling that
those desiring to leave were acting improperly,
for it is a matter of “politics which comes from
the evil inclination and Satan.”

We see from this responsum that Rabbi
Feinstein did not attribute any religious sig-
nificance whatsoever to the Israeli flag, and

1. Igerot Moshe, Orach Chayim, 1:46.



even considered its placement in the sanctuary
improper.
WHITE, BLUE, AND RED

The assessment of the Israeli flag by Rabbi
Joseph B. Soloveitchik differed considerably
from that of Rabbi Feinstein, his eminent col-
league and close relative. He posited that the
flag is holy because it represents the martyrs
who fell in defense of the Holy Land:

“If you ask me, how do I, a talmudic Jew,
look upon the flag of Israel, and has it any
halachic value? I would answer plainly. I do
not hold at all with the magical
attraction of a flag or similar
symbolic ceremonies. Judaism
negates ritual connected with
physical things.”

It is here that the Rav iden-
tified a compelling source in
Halachah which, in his eyes,
should be applied to the hala-
chic significance surrounding
the flag of Israel:

Nonetheless, we must not
lose sight of a law in Shulchan
Aruch to the effect that: “One who has been
killed by non-Jews is buried in his clothes, so
that the blood may be seen and avenged, as it
is written: ‘I will hold (the heathen) innocent,
but not in regard to the blood which they have
shed’ (Joel 4:21).” In other words, the clothes
of the Jew acquire a certain sanctity when
spattered with the blood of a martyr. How
much more is this so of the blue and white
flag, which has been immersed in the blood
of thousands of young Jews who fell in the
War of Independence defending the country
and the population (religious and irreligious
alike; the enemy did not differentiate between
them). It has a spark of sanctity that flows from
devotion and self-sacrifice. We are enjoined

—

i Rav Abraham Isaac Kook zt’]

to honor the flag and treat it with respect.?

The Rav shared this unique perspective at
amajor address when serving as the leading
figure in the Mizrachi movement. It is no won-
der that many of his students who served as
distinguished rabbis in the United States would
often proudly display the Israeli flag near the
ark.3

BANNER OF REDEMPTION

In 1915, the precursor to the British Army’s
Jewish Legion, the Zion Mule Corps, was
formed. These Jewish soldiers participated
, in the Great War and had their
| own battle flag, a menorah set
against a blue-and-white back-
ground. In the years following
the war, the flag was displayed
in synagogues across England.*
On December 17, 1925, the flag
was brought to Israel. A cere-
mony was arranged to officially
greet the flag as it made its way
into the Jewish Quarter of the
0ld City of Yerushalayim, where
it would be placed in the Hurva
Synagogue. Among those in attendance was the
Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rav Avraham
Yitzchak Hakohen Kook, who gave an import-
ant address to the assemblage.

The sermon begins by noting that the Torah
commands the Israelites to form a camp with
tribal flags, and then cites the Midrash which
says that the Jewish people requested flags, to

2. Soloveitchik, The Rav Speaks, 139. Perhaps
the Rav did not draw on the flags of the
wilderness because he did not consider them a
lasting model, or because he felt self-sacrifice
to be more significant.

3. One example is the Young Israel of Kew
Gardens Hills, which was led by Rabbi Fabian
Schonfeld (1923-2020), a close disciple of the
Rav.

4. Shavit, Leharim et ha-Degel, 172-173.
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which God acceded, upon beholding thousands
of angelic chariots descending on Mount Sinai
bedecked with flags.Rav Kook locates the para-
digm for the blue-and-white at the giving of the
Torah at Sinai, the beginning of our nationhood.
Its current iteration, he impassionedly declares,
represents our march towards redemption and
signifies the international unity behind the
Zionist enterprise.’

In a prayer offered on the occasion, Rav Kook
said: “We bear with us the exalted flag, a token
of the mighty salvation of Your right hand.” He
likely was alluding to episodes in Jewish history
where flags accompanied salvation or redemp-
tion. When the Israelites left Egypt it says, “and the
Children of Israel were going out with an upraised
arm” (Exodus 14:8). The Ramban commented
on this verse that the Jews left in song and with
flags. This may be the very first source for a flag
employed by Jews to identify their mission and
to celebrate their salvation. The tribal flags again
play a prominent role as the nation is about to
enter the land, which represents the realization
of their national mission and salvation from the
harsh desert (Numbers 10:11-29).

Rav Kook saw fit to bring a Jewish flag within
the confines of the synagogue. Although he died
thirteen years before the establishment of the
State of Israel, he clearly indicated that the
modern Israeli flag has deep spiritual value. m

5. Shavit, Leharim et ha-Degel, 179-183.
6. Ibid., 184.

Rabbi Goldscheider’s most recent
OU Press Publication, “Torah United”
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FOR SALE

Katamon - Ben Gamla St.
4 rooms, ground floor, renovated,
3 exposures, private yard

Hamapilim St.

4 rooms, 1* floor, 3 exposures, elevator,
machsan, car park,

handicap access. Price 3.6 million nis
Shai Agnon

4 rooms, 2.5 baths, 5' floor,

facing view, elevator, parking,
renovated. Price 6.45 million nis
Givat Mordechai - Shachal St.

5 floor, 4 rooms, facing views,
elevator, parking. Price 2.82 million nis
New Talpiot - D.B.L. 158

Penthouse, 4 rooms, 137m,

100m terrace, Shabbat elevator,

car park, machsan
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Please contact Moshe Russell at:
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Bottled Water Ge 7

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem
and want a cold bottle of water?

Come help yourself to a bottle at
52 King George.

In loving memory of Yoni’s wife
Tziporah a”h, a true Eishes Chayil, always
full of chessed, kindness and laughter and
brought life and strength to so ..
many people, that she touched!
She was like Aron, who loved
peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having
the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May
Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama
shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.
With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -
send tax deductible donations for
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach
to Chabad of Rechavia -

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email
Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
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For Shabbat dessert, my hosts
served very hot cake on a plate next to a scoop
of pareve ice cream. Was it permitted for me to
put the ice cream on top of the cake or is that
bishul (cooking)?

We will start by analyzing the issue
you raise — bishul. One is forbidden to put even
already edible food near enough to a fire that
it would cook if left there, despite his intention
to remove it before that point (Shulchan Aruch
and Rama, Orach Chayim 318:14). It is difficult
to confidently assume that a given pareve ice
cream is halachically already cooked.

Is the cake (if it is yad soledet bo => 45° C) a

Arthur Samuels, DPM

]
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| g & America
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|
1 !ArthurMSamuels@gmail.com
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problematic heat source? Usually, the cake is
removed from its heat source and put onto a
plate, which makes it a kli sheini, where the
rule is that bishul does not occur (Shabbat
40b). However, the cake is a solid food (davar
gush), which might “cook” other foods even
in a kli sheini (Mishna Berura 318:65) and it is
also hard to know which foods are exceptional
foods that can be cooked in a kii sheini (see ibid.
39). Therefore, we must find other grounds for
leniency.

Bishul for solid foods is contingent on signif-
icant change (ma’achal ben drusa’i), which is
unfathomable in this case. For liquids, it is for-
bidden to bring them to yad soledet bo (Shulchan
Aruch ibid.). Is ice cream that will melt solid or
liquid? The Magen Avraham (318:40) and Taz
(318:20) debate the status of congealed food
which the heat will melt regarding reheating
cooked food, which is forbidden for liquids,
and the simple ruling is lenient (Mishna Berura
318:100). Besides the fact that some are mach-
mir (see sources in Piskei Teshuvot 318:32), it
is not obvious that it is correct to follow only
the starting state regarding uncooked foods
(beyond our scope; see Mishna Acharona
318:149.) In any case, the cake is probably not
hot enough to get significant amounts of ice
cream to yad soledet bo.

There is an issue you did not raise, known
as nolad, i.e., causing the change from solid to
liquid. It is forbidden to smash ice to turn it into
water (Shabbat 51b). While many understand
that it is a problem only when it is accom-
plished by a direct action (see variations in
Rashi ad loc. and Rambam, Shabbat 21:13), the
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Sefer Hateruma (335) views it as more result
oriented and forbids putting the solid near a
fire to melt. The Shulchan Aruch does not cite
the Sefer Hateruma’s stringency; the Rama (OC
318:16) cites both opinions and accepts leniency
when there is need.

While some understand the Sefer Hateruma
as treating the melted matter as objective muk-
tzeh, it is more likely (see Shut Panim Meirot
1:84) that the prohibition relates to a problem-
atic semi-direct act of changing the phase (see
Orchot Shabbat, vol. I, pp. 203-5). Therefore, it
is not surprising that the context of the melting
process can make a difference even according
to the stringent opinion. After this introduction,
we will see reasons for leniency by which even
the machmirim regarding nolad can allow put-
ting ice cream on warm cake.

According to most, the problem of nolad
relates to putting something near a recognized
heat source and not, for example, a warm room
(see Orchot Shabbat 4:44, Shevet Halevi VII:40).
If the cake is warm rather than really hot, it
may not pass muster. A corollary of this idea
is that intention in putting it in a place where
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Real Estate
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it will melt will help determine whether it is an
“act” of melting (see Mishna Acharona 318:153).
In our case, most people prefer ice cream
frozen and only would put it on the cake to
more easily combine the tastes. Also, Shemirat
Shabbat K’hilchata (10:(24)) posits that nolad
does not apply to ice cream because its function
does not change whether it is frozen or melted.
Finally, nolad is forbidden only with significant
amounts of melting (Mishna Berura 318:105),
and one who eats the ice cream quickly may
do so without reaching that amount.

In summary, in most cases, it is permitted
to put the ice cream on the hot piece of cake.
(Our presentation shows that certain permu-
tations are more likely to be problematic than
others.)
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MISHKAFAYIM RBS
A4 room 2 bath, 2nd floor, 92m?
Elevator, 19m? balcony, park view
2.75m NIS

MOSHAV ADERET
Near RBSPrivate Villa 8.5 rooms,
210/492m? 3.5 bath, big kitchen,
a/c, garden, view
Sale 6.25m NIS Rent 13,000 p/m

BEER SHEVA - NEOT LON
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4 bath, stunning garden, 2.5 room
basement for live in relatives or
businessRent 12,500 p/m

WhatsApp: 050-491-0604
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Most Recent Listings in and around Jerusalem

Architecturally Designed -
& Upgraded Apartment ~
Just steps from Nitzanim i e
Spacious Layout: Over 130 sqm i EE =
3 large bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms
High ceilings &S sea=0
3 exposures
Two en-suite bedrooms
Underfloor heating + Central A/C
Sukkah balcony -
Shabbat elevator, private parking

N e s
Luxurious Apartment

in the Wolfson Towers
Over 300 sgm- all on one level
L 5 Bedroom, 4 Baths
Renovated to highest standards
Fully Furnished
Storage
Breathtaking Views
Wheelchair Accessible
Price: Upon request

Beautiful Brand New
Apartment in San Simon

3 bedrooms
2.5 bathrooms
Newly built to highest specs
Open plan kitchen
Separate walk-in pantry
1 covered parking spot
Storage
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New Project in Ba'aka
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Ready in 3 years
Great payment terms!

New Exclusive in Efrat
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MARA D'ATRA
KEHILAT ZICHRON YOSEF

Staying Up all Night:
A Practical Guide

Many have the custom to stay up all night on
Shavuot, engaged in the study of Torah. While
considered meritorious and praiseworthy,
staying awake all night creates a number of
questions and poses some potential problems.
Below is a practical guide for those staying up
all night.

AL NETILAT YADAYIM

There is a dispute as to the very reason
for the mitzvah of washing one’s hands in
the morning, and whether one who remains
awake all night is obligated to wash his hands.
Therefore, one should use the bathroom prior
to davening, and then may recite the beracha
of Al Netilat Yadayim and Asher Yatzar. Alterna-
tively, he may touch a part of his body typically
covered and then recite the beracha before
washing his hands. Sefaradim wash their hands
without a beracha.

74 TORAH TIDBITS 1607 / VAYIKRA

TALLIT KATAN

If one is wearing his Tallit Katan all night,
he does not make a new beracha on it in the
morning. Instead, the beracha he makes on
his Tallit Gadol exempts the Tallit Katan. One
who does not wear a Tallit Gadol may shake the
tzitzit on his Tallit Katan and recite the beracha.

ELOKAI NESHAMAH
& HAMA’AVIR SHEINAH

As it is unclear whether one who remains
awake all night may recite Elokai Neshamah &
Hama’avir Sheinah, it is preferable to have one
who slept (minimally 30 minutes in a bed) recite
these berachot for others, exempting them of
their obligation. If there is no one present who
slept, many authorities rule that these berachot
may be recited by one who stayed up all night.

BIRKOT HATORAH

Here too, there is a dispute as to what gener-
ates the obligation of Birkot HaTorah and if one
who does not sleep is obligated to recite them
in the morning. The common custom is to have
one who slept recite these berachot for others,
exempting them of their obligation. If there is
no one who slept, many authorities rule that
these berachot may be recited even by one who
stayed up all night. Some suggest that he should
instead have intent to fulfill his obligation in
Birkot HaTorah while reciting Ahavah Rabba/
Ahavat Olam prior to the Shema, and study



some Torah or recite p’sukim immediately
following the Amidah.

One who slept during the afternoon of Erev
Shavuot, even though he remained awake
Shavuot night, may recite the Birkot HaTorah
in the morning.

Wishing you all a Chag Same’ach and a good
Kabbalat HaTorah!m

Rabbi Shimshon HaKohen Nadel lives and teaches in
Jerusalem, where he serves as mara d’atra of Har Nof’s
Kehilat Zichron Yosef, rosh kollel of the Sinai Kollel.
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As the month of Iyar draws to a close, we find
ourselves in the midst of chapters of Tehillim
filled with sweeping praise of the grandeur of
Creation; songs of praise and thanksgiving for
the wonders that have accompanied us through
history. These mizmorim bring to mind Rav
Soloveitchik’s description of man as one who
“encounters the universe in all its colorfulness,
splendor, and grandeur, and studies it with the
naivete, awe and admiration of the child who
seeks the unusual and wonderful in every ordi-
nary thing and event... He looks for the image of
God... in every beam of light, in every bud and
blossom, in the morning breeze and the stillness
of a starlit evening.” This attitude brings man

1. Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, The Lonely
Man of Faith
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MRS. LEAH FEINBERG

into an intimate relationship with God.

Elsewhere, the Rav teaches that “prayer
requires the individual’s absolute identification
with an emotional state... The child responds
spontaneously to his emotions; he fluctuates
quite often between despair and joy. He never
tries to censor them. The distress of a child is
boundless, and there is no limit to his happi-
ness. He knows how to pray ‘from the depths’
and at the same time how to thank and sere-
nade God, how to sing praises to Him.”

How can we, as adults, turn to God in prayer
empowered by the uninhibited emotions of a
young child? The first mitzvah given to us as
a nation is the mitzvah of Kiddush HaChodesh,
sanctifying the New Moon. Psalm 104, with
the opening phrase *pox "N ,’N DX *wo) *>72”
“NWaY TN TN, TN NPT - Bless the Lord, my
soul; Hashem my God, You are exceedingly great,
clothed in glory and splendor,” is recited at the
end of davening on Rosh Chodesh. This mizmor,
resounding in its awestruck descriptions of
the wonders of nature, highlights the phases
of the moon?, thus earning it a place in our
Rosh Chodesh prayers. Rosh Chodesh serves as
an opportunity to renew our outlook, to focus
on the fact that Hashem constantly renews all
of Creation, and view each day as a new and
unique opportunity to serve Hashem with
renewed enthusiasm and childlike reverence.

Rav Shimshon Rephael Hirsch explains the
mitzvah of Kiddush HaChodesh as an “institution
for the periodical fresh spiritual and moral
rejuvenation of Israel by finding itself once

2. Megillat Esther Mesorat HaRav 4:16
(0:7p DYNN) “Wia YT WY ,DTYIND NP NVY” .3
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Ma alot HaNahal

Purchase Group
In the Zayit neighborhood, Efrat

gw/n@? p—— z‘?@z‘fw — Toin g/

_.-'-"'"-.-

Limited number Proven success Average

FznAM TEPROT DROR

DABRA NATER: O FEai]

III| 1O (T 0 T IO - NIIII
Bi MaiiveKy Lo Offce & Howary

of units — with 5 previous savings of
registration is purchase groups in 700,000 per
underway Efrat apartment

For details and registration:
Adv. Amiel Makovsky
054-6932-099

For presentation
and registration:

again in conjunction with its God.” The Hebrew
translation of the original German term for
rejuvenation is “0My1 WITN - a renewal of
youth.” The waxing and waning of the moon is
a symbol, modeling the process through which
we, the Jewish people, drift toward oblivious-
ness of God’s Presence in our daily adult lives,
and offering a model for bringing ourselves
back to a state of conscious awareness of His
immanence, filling us with youthful wonder
and appreciation.

The Netivot Shalom points out that the mitz-
vah of Kiddush HaChodesh was given to us pre-
cisely at our darkest hour, when we were spiri-
tually bereft, on the forty-ninth level of impurity.
By gifting us with this mitzvah, Hashem indi-
cated that even from those depths, the Jewish
people are capable of rising to the highest heights
and receiving the Torah just seven weeks later.’

N2 W ,wrn Y 4
N2 nwo b MM .5

So too today, we are capable of lifting our spirits
and ourselves, preparing ourselves to once again
receive the Torah with the enthusiasm of a child
experiencing Revelation for the very first time,
inspired by the words of David Hamelech to
connect with Hashem through the wonders of
His Creation.

Mrs. Leah Feinberg is a master educator who
taught at the SKA High School for Girls in Hewlett
for twenty-one years, also serving as Tanach
Department chairperson and New Teacher
Mentor. Leah is currently on the faculty of the OU
Israel Center and has taught in all three cycles of
the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi program

In the OU Women'’s Initiative Nach Yomi series,
currently in its third cycle, women scholars deliver
a daily shiur on the books of Prophets (Neviim)
and Writings (Ketuvim) at the pace of a chapter
a day. Shiurim are geared toward learners of all
levels who would like to participate in the two-
year Nach Yomi study cycle. Visit the OU Women’s
Initiative to register for additional content.
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VO)Nefesh
VO)AB'Nefesh

UPCOMING EVENTS

PRE-ALIYAH PLANNING WEBINARS

Join us to get all the information you need about
your upcoming Aliyah!

May-June, 2025 | Online

SUMMER OF ALIYAH

Celebrating the thousands of Olim who are
making Aliyah this summer!

May-September, 2025 | nbn.org.il/flights

The Jewish Agency for Israel Presents:

MEDEX INFO SESSIONS

Are you a doctoror medical student thinking of Aliyah?
Join us to discuss what Aliyah can look like for you!

June 9, Leeds | June 10, Manchester

LIVING FINANCIALLY SMARTER IN ISRAEL
FINAMCIALLY

SMARTER ».... | Join us for a conference packed with dynamic, tailor-made
mCEIIIEYETE | sessions to help you optimize your finances.

Sunday, June 15, 2025 | 9:45am-16:00pm | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

BOOK SHUK

Join us for a fair featuring a wide variety of books written
by Olim authors!

Sunday, June 29, 2025 | 17:30-20:30 | NBN Aliyah Campus JLM

TRANSLATION STATION

Our dedicated NBN staff offer one-on-one assistance to help
you navigate and understand any challenging Hebrew task.

Tuesdays, NBN Aliyah Campus JLM | Thursday, NBN TLV Center

www.nbn.org.il/all-events
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WO) Nefesh
WO)2 B'Nefesh

NBN INITIATIVES

El F W9)Nefesh v 4 |
e WO B'Nefesh o

As our courageous and resilient soldiers

continue to defend and protect the State
P E RAT I o N of Israel, Nefesh B'Nefesh, Friends of the
IDF (FIDF), and Jewish National Fund - USA

Ié’ are committed to giving back.

We are, once again, offering free flights
to help parents be closer to their Lone
Soldiers in Israel.

www.nbn.org.il’hug

woaberesn EFIDF
The Lone Soldiers Program (LSP)
RESILIENCE CENTER

Comprehensive mental health services & emotional support
for International Lone Soldiers returning to civilian life.

NXaw In partnership with
N 7N Sheba Medical Center

www.nbn.org.il/Isp-resilience

MILUIM FAMILIES, MILUIMNIKIM,
& THOSE AFFECTED BY OCTOBER 7TH

www.nbn.org.il/all-events
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ROGA

WELLNESS CENTER

For sale! Exclusively in Arnona neighborhood

- Massage therapy

Spacious 4 room apartment . .
on the unique and desirable Kurtz St.! YOgG & stretchlng

117 SQM, An amazing open view, «Functional training for increased mobility
Balcony (partial Sukkah), ; .
*Male and female therapists available

beautiful kitchen, A/C, Machsan,
& Private parking,
Asking price:

#530000 NS CALL US AT: 053-338-4953
www.rogamassage.com
jerusalemroga@gmail.com
Ramban 13, Rechavia

OPEN SUNDAY - FRIDAY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Yigael Rance
0 050-4242206
Q02-567-2050
& info@homeil.net

For more properties in Jerusalem, feel free to contact us.

@ H R Chag Sameach from

Ohr Meir & Bracha
MEIR & BRACHA ey
MER S B The Terror Victims Support Center

3 T

- A y =y - i
Help a grieving family celebrate Shavuot with dignity.
Hundreds of widows and orphans of terror victims
dream of a joyful holiday table.
With your gift, they’ll receive a festive food package: chicken,
challahs, cheesecake, fruits, vegetables and more.

Help us show these families they are not forgotten
EFED

Thank you & Tizku L'Mitzvot!
www.omb.org.il Office@omb.org.il 050-419-7775

@
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MAGIC SPORT SPA

INCLUDES 3 INFRASTAR BIKES!

¢ MODI'IN, ISRAEL

_ ESTHERHAPPY6@
%N AOLCOM

O 058-772-6778

For Sale
1 Million Shekel




INSPIRATIONAL SPEAKER
MOTHER OF SGT. BINYAMIN HY”D

What Does
Shavuot Look
Like To You?

If I were to ask you to stop reading this arti-
cle and close your eyes to “picture” Shavuot,
what would you envision?

Are you picturing Har Sinai? That smaller
mountain, humbly chosen for the most sig-
nificant event in human history. The Midrash
paints it adorned with flowers, blooming in
honor of the revelation. The sky darkens,
yet the atmosphere is illuminated — you
see thunder and hear lightning, a miracu-
lous reversal of the senses. All of Am Yisrael
— men, women, and children — gather as
one. Dyn 95°»y7 N 7w Hwn DY) After
three days of intense spiritual preparation,
we stand there, beautifully dressed, not just
physically but spiritually — trembling and
excited, waiting. TR P>1M 9910 19w NP
And then it happens: the voice of God.

Maybe for you, it’s the learning experience
that defines Shavuot. You connect through the
Tikkun Leil Shavuot, that electric atmosphere
where Torah study becomes a communal act
of love. In batei midrash and shuls across the
world, young, old and all ages in between
immerse themselves in Torah — the air
buzzes with questions, answers, insights
and “ah-ha”s of new understandings. That

82 TORAH TIDBITS 1614 / BEMIDBAR - SHAVUOT

magical night becomes a reenactment of
Sinaij, a collective reaching upwards.

Perhaps you find your connection in the
story of Ruth in the Megillah — the Moabite
princess turned Jewish heroine. Her chessed,
her loyalty, her journey of personal sacrifice
— all resonate deeply. She could have chosen
ease and comfort, but she chose truth and
faith. “Your people will be my people, and
your God my God.” With those words, Ruth
enters not just a new nation, but a new des-
tiny. She becomes the great-grandmother of
David HaMelech. Her story, read on Shavuot,
reminds us that Torah is not just received
— it is chosen, often through tears, effort,
and courage.

Do you envision the agricultural joy of the
first fruits — the Bikurim? Shavuot is Chag
HaBikkurim, after all. The Torah commands
us to bring the first and best of our produce to
the Beit HaMikdash, as a gesture of gratitude
to the Source of all blessing. Can you see it?
Farmers from across the land, walking or
dancing up to Yerushalayim, carrying baskets
adorned with gold and doves, accompanied
by music and festivity. It’s Aliyah LaRegel at
its most joyous — the intersection of physical
sustenance and spiritual offering, celebrat-
ing complete dependence and reliance on
Hashem. May we be worthy to once again
experience this firsthand, speedily in our
days.

Or maybe for you, Shavuot is something
more intimate. Less about communal spec-
tacle and more about personal bond. Maybe
you close your eyes and picture yourself



standing alone before a Sefer Torah. Owning
it. Accepting it. Loving it. Clinging to it. You
don’t need to hear thunder or see lightning —
you feel the weight and the warmth of Torah
in your soul. You know that this is yours. This
is who you are.

That is where I find myself. This is my
Shavuot.

Torah is my lifeline. My oxygen.

Our world might seem filled with uncer-
tainty, insecurity, and instability. But that’s
furthest from the truth. We have Torah.

In a world that feels increasingly unteth-
ered — a world of shifting values, moral
confusion, and constant noise — Torah is my
anchor. My stake in the ground. When the
headlines scream instability and the voices
around us blur the lines between right and
wrong, I look to Torah and I feel clarity. I
feel truth. Torah doesn’t shift. Torah doesn’t
scream. Torah speaks — directly, calmly,
eternally.

When Ilearn Torah, I feel Hashem speak-
ing to me. Personally. Lovingly. Even when
there is rebuke. Torah is not just a document
of law or a collection of wisdom — it is the
living voice of God. It gives shape to my days,
meaning to my choices, and direction to my
doubts. It builds the framework of my home

and the language of my relationships.

Shavuot is the anniversary of that gift.
Not just the giving of the Torah — Matan
Torah — but the ongoing receiving of Torah
— Kabbalat HaTorah. Because we don’t just
commemorate what happened. We re-enter
it. We say “Na’aseh v’nishma” all over again.
We stand beneath the mountain, in shul, in
our homes, in our minds — and we accept.
Every year I remind my teen students: if you
really listen during the night, you might just
hear the thunder of Har Sinai.

And maybe that’s the most powerful image
of all: a people who keep returning. Who keep
saying yes. Who keep clinging to the words,
and through them, to the One who gave them.

So this Shavuot, close your eyes for a
moment. Picture your Sinai.

Is it grand? Communal? Quiet? Joyful?
Emotional?

Whatever it is — may it be real. And may
we all find ourselves not just remembering
Shavuot, but living it. m

The Airleys have built Beit Binyamin, a retreat
center in Tzfat for those directly affected by the
war. Soldiers, Zaka members, security forces,
bereaved families and widows can come for
respite, relaxation and rejuvenation. For more
information and to donate, visit Beitbinyamin.org

&

N\ ¢

Shavuot is the chag of receiving the Torah. We celebrate with festive meals
and holiday dishes. The Clara Hammer Chicken Fund provides the poor
and needy with the ability to enjoy this and other Chagim and Shabbatot.

The Clara Hammer Chicken Fund

o P.0.B. 18602 Jerusalem 91185 | Tel. 02-582-3477

Donate via PayPal at chickenladyofjerusalem.com /
Or directly to HacRer's Butcher Shop

=5 via credit card at Tel. 02-581-9378

OU ISRAEL CENTER 83



Shagririm Balev

Everyone Can Make a Match
ALEEZA BEN SHALOM | Jewish Matchmaking

W N»YH
9”7 102N IR OV 12 PNY? PRI

Emotionally
Unavailable

Ayelet asks:

How do you know if your candidate is emo-
tionally available or unavailable? And if they’re
emotionally unavailable, should I still set them
up—or are they not ready yet?

Aleeza answers:

This is such a powerful and common ques-
tion in the world of matchmaking. Emotional
availability isn’t about someone crying easily
or being outwardly affectionate. It’s about their
capacity to let another person into their world
and heart. Some people are more open-hearted
by nature, while others are more closed off - and
that usually stems from how they were raised
and what life experiences have shaped them.

The key is: most people actually know
where they stand on this. I had a client who

FOR SALE IN ARNONA

In the prestigious Africa Israel project
on HaShofet Haim Cohen St., 3.5-room
luxury apartment, includes a balcony
with stunning 360 views of Jerusalem,
master suite, 2 parking spaces, storage
unit, high-end finishes throughout

Esther 052-5789683

told me straight out, “I'm not so emotionally
available. I've been manipulated before, and
people used my openness against me.” So he
became guarded. If someone tells you they’re
guarded, that it takes them time to let someone
in, or that they struggle to connect emotionally
- believe them. These are clues that they need
a longer dating process to develop feelings and
connection.

And here’s the surprising part: being emo-
tionally unavailable doesn’t mean they won’t
date or even get married. Many emotionally
guarded people still move forward in relation-
ships. Sometimes they choose partners who
help draw them out - and other times they end
up with people who are fine with the level of
connection they’re capable of giving.

So, should you set them up? Yes - but be
mindful of who you match them with. Don’t
wait for someone to “fix” themselves or go to
therapy for five years before they’re finally
“ready.” That may never happen. Instead, focus
on matching them with someone who’s a good
fit for where they are today.

Not everyone needs (or wants) the same level
of emotional depth in a relationship. Your job
as a matchmaker is to see people clearly, listen
closely, and pair them thoughtfully. Emotional
availability is one piece of the puzzle - not the

Gemach for Chatan and alll

Meals for wedding and
| Sheva Brachot at cost
Eida Hachareidis Hechsher
Tel:052-633-1744
gadgadood@gmail.com
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whole picture.
So ask the question, pay attention to the
answer, and match from a place of honesty—

not potential. m EL—{E
2 g ) SHAVUOT DAY SHIUR
Want to set up your friends? by Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter

Become their ambassador -
join Shagririm Balev!
El*%:[= en.shagririm.org.il
RS 0585323242

n] > Consent and Coercion
onlggor JCT  MizRACH! at Har Sinai: A Blueprint
for Jewish Commitment

Founded in Israel in 2019 and led by Rav Rimon,

Shagririm Balev - a social online matchmaking Shavuot Day, June 2’ 6:15pm
initiative - has takelj the dating scene by storm. With Kehillat Ramban

over 10,000 candidates and 3,000 Ambassadors, .

in Israel and the US, Shagririm Balev is averaging a 4 Amatzia Street Jerusalem
Wedding every 2 days!

YOU WANT TO BUY IN ISRAEL .
& WE HAVE AFFORDABLE PROPERTIES" #* il

Finally Ready To Think About Israel BUT Not Sure About Where or }
How To Buy? Contact Me For A Free Zoom Consult 1zzy LE’&'ROWITZ
] Broker / Owner

*Starting From **Call For Detail:

IL: 972.52.682.9367 USA: 786.385.8859
info@keteradvisors.com = www.keteradvisors.com

We Offer Free Home Inspections**
< i = et

Netanya- Close To Ir Yamim - Limited Time Offer - LAST APTS | EFRAT - NEW APARTMENTS - PROJECT IN ZAVIT -
* Select 2, 3, 4, Bedroom Apartments Completing June 2027 | 90 sqm - 2M NIS, 110 sqm - 2.3M NIS, 130 sqm - 2.5M NIS
¢ Great Pricing with NO INDEX + ONLY 10% At Closing North Netanya
¢ Builder Offering IM NIS mortgage - 20 years - 2.49%
* Balance + 1st mortgage payment at Keys

+ Next To Young Israel - 4 bedrooms - Must See 4.1M NIS

* PENTHOUSE - CALL FOR SPECIAL PRICING BY MAY 31. Hadera
Jerusalem: PRE-SALE ¢ Land - 125sqm - 395k NIS , 2 Plots for 380k NIS
¢ Talpiot New - 3 Bedrooms - 3.58M NIS  First Line To See - Resale - 3 Bedrooms - 3.4M NIS
¢ Arnona New - 4 Bedrooms - 4.7M NIS* Tel Aviv : NEW
¢ Mekor Chaim - Luxury Apts - From 3.6M NIS* « Ben Yehuda St. - 3 Bedrooms From 5.9M NIS*
Haifa: New Project - PRE-PRE SALE Close To Beach / Sea + Yarkon Park - 2 Bedrooms From 4.99M NIS*

N « Jabotinsky St. - 3 Bedrooms - From 4.99M NIS*
* New - 2 Bedrooms - Starting From 2.2M NIS / $597K USD

+ New - 3 Bedrooms - Starting From 2.64M NIS / $716K UsD | Nahariya:

¢ New - 4 Bedrooms - Starting From 3.0M NIS / $814K USD « 4 Bedrooms - New Project - From 1.92M NIS*
Rehovot: Nahariya : Boutique Building - Quiet Street - Close To Sea
4 Bedrooms - Close to Berman Shul - 3.2M NIS 100 meters to Beach - Finishing in 1year

4 Bedrooms + Roof rights - Near Berman & Weizmann - 2.8M | 4 Bedrooms - 2.95M NIS / $800k USD
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J NISHMAT-NDWI VL NISHMAT
s s e ~ M SUMMER
s P Bl TS A . BEIT MIDRASH

Alisa Flatow Programs

Change Your Life, Change the Future of Am Yisrael

SPEND YOUR SUMMER LEARNING IORAH
i Jervsalem

.“:“l

|44
JULY 3-24, 2025 §
Learn with some of the best Torah #* % Choose from 3 levels of classes
educators in Jerusalem ! ) t suited to all learning backgrounds

() Hear from world-renowned guest Join tours and volunteering
ﬁ speakers from across the Jewish world opportunities across Israel

Chedd ot The schedule and apply Todny! _
E 1 E Business owners and executives, join us for
office@nishmat.net N Entrepreneurship in Halacha

k with Rav Daniel Mann
nishmat.net/summer-beit-midrash ~ [w] Weeks 1 & 2: July 6-17 3:40-6:00pm




PREMIUM

MOVING & STORAGE

Alm
At L SO premiummoving.co.it @ 053-7272-815 () JElLLEET]

Logistics & storage PREMIUM MOVING

Kollel Boker

Rosh Kollel Rabbi Dr. Alan Kimche

SHIURIM IN ENGLISH
Monday and Wednescday mornings
from 10:00 am - 12:30 pm

SUMMER ZMAN

COMMENCING WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4

10:00 Hashkafa: Ramchal’s “Derech Hashem”
10:30 Contemporary Halacha
11:00 Coffee Break

11:15 Gemara: Fascinating & Practical Topics in Masechet Kiddushin

Beit Knesset Hovevei Zion, HaZvi Yisrael Synagogue, 14 Hovevei Street, Jerusalem
Questions? WhatsApp Murray Shore: 054-662-8001 / e-mail murrayfshore@gmail.com
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WELL, NOW, WASN'T THAT A LOVELY FIELD TR
TO THE MUSEUM OF PRETTY FLOWERS?

WAAAAHHH!!

WE DIDN'T GET |
T0 SEE ANYTHING

MAN-EATING!!

LITTLE VENUS-FLY TRAP MAUL THAT RATHER

‘THE Y FILES

OH, COME NOW, RIVKA, WE SAW THAT DARLING

UNFORTUNATE PRAYING MAMNTIS, DIDN'T WE?

by
Netanel Epstein

50, 15 EVERYONE HERE?
LINE UP, PLEASE, AND RAISE YOUR HANDS,
S0 1 CAN COUNT YOUR ADORABLE LITTLE
WHI.SIMHFS. BEFORE WE GET BACK N THE

-_—

1

For mare works and books by
it

the cartoonist. ¥

www.netbateps.com

217! SOMEONE'S
MISSING!! 1 DON'T
BELIEVE THIS!

WHO'S...7

WHERE 15 SHE?!
WHERE 15 SHE...7

WHAT (AN 1 D

/ SHE'S MISSING! SHE COULD BE LOST,
OR TRAPPED, OR MAULED BY A
DARLING LITTLE VENUS FLY TRAP!

..SHEYS A BIT OF A HANDFUL,

CYOU... YOU CAN'T TALK LIKE m@

07! WHAT AM | GOING

10 DO7! _/|

"I MEAN... OK, SHE CAN BE... CHALLENGING... AND, YES,
SHE OFTEN BRINGS ME TO TEARS WITH HER
OVERLY-(LEVER REMARKS... J

DON'T CRY, %
MRS, GAHEHET...
115 OK...

\

5

ISH'T SHE?

| MEAM.... THAT HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH IT! SHE'S
AN INTEGRAL PART OF MY GAN!

| CAK'T DO WITHOUT HER, AND THIS BUS WILL NOT 60

ANYWHERE WITHOUT HER!

WOW, ISH'T THAT TOUCHING?!
KIND OF LIKE THE HUGELY LONG HEAD-COUNT OF THE
ISRAELITES IN THIS WEEK'S PARSHA! RASHI SAYS IT'S
SUPPOSED TO SHOW HOW MUCH G-D ACTUALLY LOWES US!

FUNNY WAY OF SHOWING YOU CARE ABOUT SOMEONE,
AINTIT? BUT IT SHOWS HOW EVERY JEW, EVEN THE
OMES THAT SEEM TO ANNOY G-D THE MOST, 15 AN

IRREPLACABLE PART OF THE NATION, AND G- NEEDS EVERY
ONE OF US TO "BARKE WS BUS 60"...

YES, EXTREMELY TOUCHING, AND, IN TRUTH, FOR A
FEW MOMENTS THERE, | FOUND MYSELF MISSING
— You...
KOW, NEXT TIME THERE'S AN OH-50-TOUCHING
HEADCOUNT, PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU'RE THERE
TO BE TOUCHINGLY INCLUDED, ALL RIGHT?

o AND WITHOUT ANY
TONGUE-IN-(HEEK SMART-
ALEC REMARKS, FOR A CHANGE?

... YOU CAN COUNT
ON ME!




€ OLDEES

Foldees.co.il |

o STYLE & COMFORT
» MANY COLORS & DESIGNS L
o STORAGE CARTS AND RACKS ~ A luxury suite
* FAST DELIVERY__

65 SM, in the
Ramada
Netanya hotel!

054 3 5456
© 055.983.6916

* No additional expenses

058-707-8181 | = R e

SPEAKERS INCLUDE:

CAROLIME GLICK

LIZZY SAVETZKY

@‘j

AVI ABELOW
PULSE OF ISRAEL

o oAt |
=1 JUNE 17TH 6:00PM BEGIN CENTER
; ‘ LIGHT UNTO THE
NATIONS:
oo AN EW ERA FOR
ISRAEL AND THE
REGION

A PRACTICAL GLOBAL DISCUSSION
TO IGNITE A NEW.CHAPTER FOR ISRAEL

Jl FOR MORE INFORMATION: PUL-S-EDFISRAEL.CDM

MK AMIT HALEVI

JOIN OUR SOLIDARITY
MISSION TO ISRAEL
JUNE 16=21
; ITINERARY: PULSEOFISRAEL.COM/PULSE-TRIP
KEM ABRAMOWITZ FOR | NFQ: 053_425_0764

SAVE THE WEST
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REAL ESTATE AGENCY

We're Looking for
Licensed Real Estate Agents
in Jerusalem!

Work with a driven, supportive team in one of the
world’s most vibrant real estate markets. Enjoy great
commission potential, hands-on support, and the
freedom to scale your success. Ready to move your
career forward? Let's connect.

A people person who enjoys connecting with clients
Self-motivated and goal-oriented professionals

A desire to grow and make an impact in Jerusalem’s
dynamic real estate market
A background in real estate is a strong advantage

Why Join Us?
Uncapped earning Full support from our
potential back office on King David St
Supportive and fun @ Experienced guidance
team environment to help you close deals

o Opportunities for Z In-house marketing team to
W professional growth boost your visibility and listings

Ready to take the next step?
Email us your CV and let’s talk!




shalem pyy r p
with beautiful
view to Jerusalem

Immediate,
A/ € 144 / 4 room penthouse

Neve Shalem

The "Seniors"
Boutique Residence
Since 1995

Ve

Neve Shalem, a Boutique Retirement Home in Arnona, Jerusalem
In this old and prestigious neighborhood, our home offers high standard
apartments with gardens and terraces, professional medical services,
wide variety of social activities and devoted staff members.

Kore Hadorot 27 « 050-524-6077 « neve.shalem@gmail.com
www.neve-shalem.co.il




TORAH 4 TEENS

AYELET FISCHER,
MADRICHA

COUNTING WITH LOVE,
RECEIVING WITH UNITY

Parashat Bamidbar, which we read before
Shavuot, begins with something that, at first
glance, feels very administrative: a census of
Bnei Yisrael.

DNNOYNY ...oX1’ 32 N7y YhluNy nx Ny
DIAX 1127” — “Count the heads of the entire assem-
bly of the Children of Israel, by their families, by
their fathers’ houses” (Bamidbar 1:2).

At first, it’s difficult to understand why this
census is significant enough to open Sefer
Bamidbar — after all, counting seems like a
simple, technical task.

However, Rashi offers a beautiful approach
to this pasuk, explaining that Hashem counts
Bnei Yisrael out of love:

“NYY 9 DNIX MY 1307 102N 7inn” - “Because
they are dear to Him, He counts them now and
then.”

In other words, this isn’t just about count-
ing—it’s about showing that each person is truly

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

For Rent in a brand new building on Mekor Chaim
2,3 and 4 room apartments
starting at 5300nis for a 2 room.

Brand New Building on Mekor Chaim
Recently finished, 4 rooms, 111m, mirpeset, storage,
parking, Shabbat elevator, 3rd floor, 4.4m shekel

Great opportunity to buy in a new building
starting construction in Arnona close to Baka.
Great prices and the price isn't linked to inflation!
Starting at 2.55m shekel.

92 TORAH TIDBITS 1614 / BEMIDBAR - SHAVUOT

Y@ IAT\RY NCSY ISRAEL

valued by Hashem.

Even the language of the verse in Bamidbar
—“UN1 NN INY”, which translates to “ift up the
head” — portrays this act of counting as a way
of recognizing and honoring the role of each
individual.

This message becomes especially powerful as
we anticipate Shavuot and celebrate receiving
the Torah. According to the Midrash (Mechilta
d’Rabbi Yishmael), when Bnei Yisrael stood at
Har Sinai, they were

“TNN 272 TR WND” — “as one person with
one heart.”

It was in that moment of complete unity that
they were able to receive the Torah.

While Bamidbar emphasizes the impor-
tance of each individual, Shavuot emphasizes
national unity. Although these ideas may
seem contradictory, they actually support and
enhance each other. Real unity doesn’t mean
we must all act the same; rather, it means that
we each contribute our personal strengths to
something greater than ourselves. The Torah
was not given to a crowd of identical people,
but to a diverse nation that had learned how
to stand together.

The Zohar (Vol. 3, 93a) adds that the Torah
was given in the Midbar — the desert —
because it is a humble and open space, free to
all. This reminds us that Torah doesn’t belong
to any one group, but to every individual. To
receive it, we must be like the Midbar: hum-
ble enough to listen and open enough to make
space for others.

As we prepare to receive the Torah again



this Shavuot, may we internalize the lessons
of Bamidbar and come together—because only
when we honor each individual can we unite
“TNX 272 THNX YX9”—and stand, once again,
at Har Sinai.
Shabbat Shalom and Chag Sameach!
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WHY WE COUNT

Parashat Bamidbar and Shavuot are often
read together, and at first glance, they may
seem totally unrelated. Bamidbar opens with
a count of all of Am Yisrael in the wilderness.
Shavuot, on the other hand, is a spiritual event
marking the giving of the Torah at Har Sinai.
Yet, if you dig deeper into both, youw’ll find a
deep connection.

In Bamidbar, the Torah lists the numbers
of people in each tribe, indicating that each
individual is significant and irreplaceable.
Each person is counted by name and by tribe,
reinforcing the idea that each has a unique role
and purpose within the collective whole.

Now think of Shavuot. The giving
of the Torah is the ultimate moment
of collective national identity. At Har
Sinai, the Jewish people stood together
“TNX 292 TR WND”—*Tike one person with one
heart”, as Rashi explains. The unity they achieved
was a harmonization of their well-defined identi-
ties for a common purpose—receiving the Torah.

Now the connection becomes clear: Bam-
idbar teaches us that every person counts,
and Shavuot teaches us why we count.
We are not just numbers; we are individuals
with distinct roles, each essential to the collec-
tive mission of Torah and mitzvot.

Shabbat Shalom and Chag Sameach! m
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MATAN'S

SUMMER PROGRAM 2025

'I'wo SIDES To 'I'HE STORY In memory of Dr. Dodi Tobin a"h
MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES IN JEWISH TEXTS

JUNE 29-JULY 17

- Explore a rich array of perspectives
showing multiple sides to Jewish texts

Investigate parallel stories and the insights
that arise from their distinctions

n Encounter multifaceted interpretations raised
by disagreements in rabbinic literature

Appreciate the beauty in the narratives
we share about our personal and national stories

ALL THIS AND MORE, WITH MATAN JERUSALEM'S
LEARN AND TOUR SUMMER PROGRAM!

Join us for a class, a day, a week, or for the full 3-week program.
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ISRAELI MEDICAL POWER OF
ATTORNEY DOCUMENTS

& CONVERSATION GUIDE

Ematai's English/Hebrew
Medical Power of Attorney
Forms are now available!

e

o - Ensure your healthcare
o= o wishes are honored.

Create clarity and comfort
for your loved ones.

NOW AVAILABLE IN HEBREW & ENGLISH

DOWNLOAD THE DOCUMENTS AT
ematai.org/netivotiL

.com

Approved by the Ministry of Health
and the Ministry of Justice

YehuditCohen

Navigate Aging and End-of-Life With Jewish Wisdom & Halacha

ROBERT M. BEREN :
Medical Halacha Helpline: ®+1 -646-599-3895 ema ta l. Org



AN ULTRA LIVING EXPERIENCE IN ISRAEL

Join the growing VIDA Community!  Infinity pool | State-of-the-art Schedule a visit at our on-site

2 spectacular towers, 23 & 24 gym | His/Hers sauna | Business office or a virtual tour of this
floors of high-end residences and lounge | Private Shul. Choose unigue opportunity to own
amenities located just a short from 1-4 br apartments, MP & your heaven on earth only
90-second stroll to the beach. PHs all with direct sea views. 200 m' from the sea.
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