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THIS WEEK'S COVER IMAGE!
את־קשתי נתתי בענן והיתה לאות ברית ביני ובין הארץ

I photographed this rainbow over the Kinneret from our balcony. Whenever I see a 
rainbow, it gives me hope that HaKadosh Baruch Hu will remember us and protect 
us. We need Him now more than ever. Please G-d, all the kidnapped hostages and 
all our soldiers should come home soon, safe and well. 
Julian Alper, Manchester. Tverya 2014

This Motzei Shabbat (7th of MarCheshvan) we begin saying 
Tal U'Matar in the bracha of Barech Aleinu

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

May it be Your will, our G-d, that You shall protect and guide all our soldiers of Tzahal to safety and victory over our enemies.
את קשתי נתתי בענן...והיה בענני ענן על הארץ ונראתה הקשת )ט':י"ג-י"ד(
"My bow I have set in the cloud…and when I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the cloud." (9:13-14)
The Penini Torah (Rav Dovid Chadad) asks why the need of the pasuk to repeat itself? Once it says that G-d sets His bow 
in the cloud, why does the following pasuk have to reiterate that this bow can be seen in the cloud?
One can learn an important lesson. A person who truly believes and trusts in G-d is guaranteed that his spirits will never fail. 
Even when challenged with what seems to be dark and gloomy situations, he will still be able to discern the rays of hope.
This Pasuk stresses that even at a time when G-d seems to cover the skies over Israel with dark clouds… 
את קשתי נתתי בענן
.ונראתה הקשת

- nevertheless, you will all be able to see the rainbow - the rays of hope from G-d himself.
-  Shabbat Shalom
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DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY
RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

Special Message of Chizuk

Despite the fact that last week introduced 
such pain and sorrow for the Jewish People, 
the outpouring of love, support, and action 
was unparalleled. The Jewish People and 
people all over the world have responded, as 
Jews often do, with a ques-
tion: “How?” - “How can I 
help?” “How can I make a 
difference?” In Israel, the 
nation has come together 
in a way that has not been 
seen in decades. There is 
no doubt in my mind that 
if I asked any one of you to 
put pen to paper (or finger 
to keyboard) and write a 
list of the opportunities of chesed and giving 
that you encountered this past week, you 
could easily list 20, 30, even 50 stories of vol-
unteering and love. There seems to be no limit 
to the incredible and heartwarming stories of 
amazing acts of kindness and unity. I’d like to 
share three example of chesed that stand out 
in my mind from this week. 

First, hundreds of Jews have come back to 
Israel to respond to the call for reservists or 
just to see how they can help their brothers 
and sisters. Within Israel, so many of those 
not called up to join the army have sought 
ways to aid in Israel’s defense in any way 
they can. I just read an amazing story posted 
by a commander in the IDF. He had been 
given permission to send some soldiers out 
for a short break to visit their families. He 

went over to one of the men and said, “Go 
home to your wife and your kids. Take a 
break for a day, and come back tomorrow.” 
The chayal responded, “I’m fine, my wife is 
fine. We’re doing ok. Put me at the bottom 

of the list and let that 
guy over there get the 
break, not me.” The com-
mander went to the one he 
pointed to and that soldier 
responded, “I don’t need 
to go. I’m a single guy, no 
wife, no kids waiting for 
me. Put me at the bottom 
of the list. That guy over 
there, he has a wife, he 

has kids, ask him to go home.” Each soldier 
he approached responded in the same way. 
The commander writes in his post how 
much that reminds him of the midrash that 
describes two brothers who loved each other 
so much that they kept adding crops to the 
other one’s pile. As the midrash goes, the 
space between the brothers’ fields is where 
the Beit HaMikdash was built.

The second example features the incred-
ible hospitality of the Jewish People. Entire 
communities are making dinners for the 
mothers home with children whose fathers 
have joined the reserves. So many com-
panies have made it their business to get 
delicious food to the soldiers on the front 
lines. Several non-kosher restaurants went 
to the trouble of kashering their kitchen so 
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  In loving memory
 of our daughter and sister 

JUDY YELLIN a”h
 יהודית מאשה בת אליעזר ע”ה 

on her 29th yahrzeit 
9 Marcheshvan 

The Yellin and Weingarten families

that they could make food to bring to both 
religious and non-religious soldiers. People 
have opened up their homes to take in those 
from the north and south. So many people 
living overseas have given their apartments 
to families who evacuated their homes. I’ve 
heard of contractors giving entire projects of 
almost-finished houses over to those in need 
of places to stay. People from surrounding 
cities have come to clean and prepare these 
places for them to stay. There have been 
organizations who 
have made sure that 
furniture and appli-
ances are brought 
so that they can live 
there until stability 
returns to Israel.

The third example 
is volunteers that have 
tied thousands of pairs 
of camouflaged tzizit 
for chayalim. Young and old from all walks of 
life, chareidi and dati leumi, have gathered in 
yeshivot and shuls all over Israel to tie thou-
sands of tzitzit to meet the demand coming 
from our chayalim, some of whom likely never 
wore tzitzit before, or at least not in a long time, 
wearing tzitzit as part of their uniform.

There are so many more stories to tell; the 
chesed has truly been endless. On behalf of 
the OU worldwide, I drove all over the coun-
try this week. I attended ten funerals in 
three days. Some of these families lost two 
sons this week. I visited families of chayalim 
bodedim (lone soldiers) who came to Israel 
to sit shiva. I visited advisors from our OU 
Israel Youth Centers who lost loved ones. 
I’ve just tried to be there for so many of our 
brothers and sisters who need support now. 

One of the most impactful acts of chesed 
that I witnessed was at Har Herzl. People 
set up booths to give out sandwiches, drinks 
and snacks. Nobody was selling food; they 
just stood there and gave out as much as 
they could. Thousands upon thousands of 
people were coming every single hour to 
attend and pay their respects, and these 
teenagers and adults stood there giving out 
food to make sure that everyone could have 
something to eat. Just giving and giving. It 

was truly beautiful. 
Henry Orlinksy 

and I drove to Rosh 
HaAyin this week to 
be menachem avel 
for my friend Yair 
Gabay who lost his 
sister in Sderot last 
week, and they had 
only found her body 
Sunday night. Yair is 

currently an advisor for the OU Israel Youth 
Center in Kiryat Gat, and he grew up in our 
Makom Balev Youth Center in Sderot since 
he was in seventh grade. He was telling me 
that they decided not to sit shiva in their 
house in Sderot because they knew that 
people wanted to come to be menachem 
avel, and they’d have to sit in the bomb 
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May the Torah learned  
from this issue of Torah Tidbits  
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YEHUDA LEIB BERREN z”l
יהודה לייב בן אהרון יצחק ז”ל

on the third Yahrzeit of his passing.
Aliyah L’kever on 

Monday 23 October, 12:30pm
ח’ מרחשון

Har HaMenuchot
Gush תט, Section ד, Row ג

Zoom 822 5794 7564
Password - Yehuda

.ת.נ.צ.ב.ה

shelter room much of the time. So instead, 
they went to his aunt’s house in Rosh HaA-
yin. He spoke about how the entire com-
munity, within hours, had a place for them, 
and anything they could possibly need was 
provided for them to ensure they would 
be as comfortable as possible even in such 
a horrible situation. The chesed meant so 
much to them.

Every time I hear these stories of such 
great chesed occurring now, I feel like look-
ing up and saying, “Hakadosh Baruch Hu, 
look at Am Yisrael. Look at who we are. 
This is surely us at our best. Don’t look at 
how divided we sometimes were in the 
past or how much we protested against 
each other. These chesed stories now rep-
resent our real selves. This is really us, 
together, united with achdut.”

Besides showing our unity to Hashem, 
these displays of unity, of brotherhood, are 
providing the soldiers and the families of 
the victims unfathomable strength during 
these difficult times. I met with the youth 

in the south this past week, providing sup-
port through the OU family in Israel and 
abroad, whether physically or emotionally. 
When I tell them that this is coming from 
their brothers and sisters from around the 
world, people whom they have never met 
before, and most probably will never meet, 
it warms their heart as well.

I hope we can hold on to this feeling and 
remember how much we care for one 
another. Unfortunately, it often takes our 
enemies to remind us of this fact. I pray that 
we keep these feelings, how amazing and 
incredible they are, even after we destroy 
our enemies. This past Shabbat, I led the 
Mussaf prayer in shul. When we reached 
the Mi Sheberach prayer for Hashem to pro-
tect Israel, and the soldiers, it probably took 
me five times as long as it normally would 
to get through it, and I completely broke 
down at the prayer for G-d to return those 
from captivity. B’ezrat Hashem, we will see 
them home, reunited with their families 
very soon. I pray that we keep this feeling 
of achdut. These stories of chesed, kindness, 
and charity, represent our true selves. This 
is who we are.
Am Yisrael Chai!

A gigantic hug to my brothers and sisters 
around the world.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 
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FROM THE DESK OF 
RABBI MOSHE HAUER
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

Moral Leadership in a Dark World 

FROM THE DESK OF 
RABBI MOSHE HAUER
OU EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

The ethics and morals of leaders are of 
essential importance.

Pirkei Avot is the best-known section of 
the Mishna as it is dedicated to articulating 
the Sages’ ethical messages. Surprisingly, 
according to the Rambam (Introduction to 
Rambam’s Commentary to the Mishna), it 
was not written for the masses but rather 
specifically for the leaders and judges of 
the community, “because if members of the 
masses are not ethically trained, they only 
harm themselves, whereas if the judge is 
not an ethical and well-mannered personal-
ity, he loses his way and causes the people to 
be lost via the harm he causes.”

It was corrupt leadership that brought 
the destruction of the world in the mabul, 
the great flood. “The sons of elohim saw 
that the daughters of man were lovely, and 
they began to take whomever they chose 
to be their wives.” (Bereishit 6:2) Rashi 
follows the translation of Onkelos and 
understands that these “sons of elohim” 
were the children of the leaders and judges 
of the time, leading Ramban to comment 
that society is doomed when those charged 
with preserving order and justice in soci-
ety are themselves openly corrupt.

In this context, we can have a completely 
different understanding of G-d’s instruc-
tion to Noach upon his emergence from 

the ark: “One who sheds the blood of man - 
by man shall his blood be shed, for in G-d’s 
image man was made.” (Bereishit 9:6) The 
verse here is introducing the death penalty 
for the murderer, based apparently on the 
significance of the life he has destroyed. Yet 
all indications are that at this point man 
was further away than ever from reflect-
ing G-d’s image. Why is now the time to 
elevate the significance of the victim and 
initiate the death penalty for his murder? 

In context, however, we understand 
that the “men in G-d’s image” referenced 
here are not the victims but the judges, 
those sons of Elokim - the gods of the earth 
- whose being and actions are supposed to 
reflect the being and actions of the G-d in 
heaven but often fall short. After the disas-
ter of the flood was brought on by the cor-
ruption and failure of the judges and lead-
ers, Hashem turns to man and charges him 
to lead society towards truth and justice by 
zealously safeguarding it. “One who sheds 
the blood of man - by man shall his blood be 
shed.” Leadership cannot sit by and watch 
impassively as evil is perpetrated; they 
must respond, “for in G-d’s image man was 
made.” Corrupt leaders destroy the world. 
Those who strive to live up to the Divine 
image of care and responsibility redeem it. 

We are deeply grateful to the many 
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For rent on Emek Refaim 
4 rooms,  80m, parking, 2 small mirpesets,  
25 stair walk up, quiet as it does not face the street,  
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political leaders who have remained true 
to their tzelem Elokim, remembering the 
role they have in being beacons of justice 
in a dark world. We thank them for speak-
ing up on behalf of the Jewish People and 
the State of Israel. 
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May Hashem protect our men & women serving to protect our Country 
& the people of Israel & safely bring  home all of the hostages

Keren Ashkelon

Support Our Soldiers and Defeat Terrorism
We are reaching out to request your 
support for our courageous soldiers and 
security forces battling Islamist terrorism in 
southern Israel. 
They need our help urgently in 
providing much needed equipment.

All donations 
 

Banking details:
Bank: Hapoalim (no. 12)
Branch: 686
Account: 551230
Payee: Keren Ashkelon

to the amuta of Keren 
Ashkelon are tax-deductible.

IBAN: IL210126860000000551230
Swift: POALILIT

All contributions go directly to aid our 
troops.

With G-d’s help and your donations, 
we can make a profound impact on 
our nation’s security and future.

With gratitude,

David Zwebner
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER

KEREN ASHKELON

054-433-2621

The Philanthropic Arm of the City of Ashkelon

בע"ה
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the world to be destroyed. The Torah is 
more interested in the recreation than it 
is in the story of man’s failure. The title of 
the Flood story is not the destruction of the 
world, but the recreation of the world.

2ND ALIYA (7:1-16)
Noah is again described as 

righteous. Bring 7 of each pure 
animal, 2 of the impure, and all the birds 
into the Ark. Noah was 600 years old and 
brought his family into the Ark. The waters 
of the springs of the depths were released 
and the stores of water above were opened. 
All entered the Ark, as G-d had com-
manded Noah.

Both aliyot began with Noah’s righteous-
ness and end with him doing as G-d com-
manded. In a word, righteousness is defined.

The water floods the world from below and 
from above. We have seen water below and 
above before: in Creation, Ch. 1:6, G-d sepa-
rated between the waters above and below 
and made the heavens between. There He 

PARSHAT NOACH
Parshat Noach describes: the destruction 

of the world through the Flood, Noah and 
his family, the story of the Tower of Babel 
and the introduction of Avraham’s family. 

The first 2 parshiot in our Torah, Breishit 
and Noach, are essentially parallel creation 
stories, or more accurately a creation and 
a recreation. However, the lessons to be 
learnt are not only in the parallels but in the 
differences. What is different in this recre-
ation? What does G-d communicate to Noah 
that He did not communicate to Adam?

 1ST ALIYA (6:9-22)
Noah is righteous, while the 

world is filled with evil. Noah is 
instructed to build an Ark, for while G-d is 
to destroy all living beings, He establishes a 
covenant with Noah to save him. Noah, his 
family, 2 of each animal and the food are 
to be brought into the Ark. The aliya ends 
with “Noah did all that G-d commanded”.

The world will be destroyed with water. 
The Torah describes in the second verse 
in the Torah, that the first thing to exist 
in the world was water: “The spirit of G-d 
hovered over the waters”. If you want to 
indicate that the world is getting a reboot, 
starting again, cover it with water, as it was 
“In the Beginning”. 

There is a detailed description of the 
dimensions of the Ark, while there is hardly 
any description of man’s evil that is causing 

May the Torah learned from this TT 
be in loving memory of and לע”נ

ר’ חיים בן זרח ז”ל
CHAIM GREENBERG ז”ל
נלב”ע ב-ו’ מרחשון התשכ”ו

יהודית בת הרב יהושע דב ז”ל
JULIA FINK-GREENBERG ז”ל

נלב”ע ב-ט’ מרחשון התשס”ו
.ת.נ.צ.ב.ה
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

separated the waters; here He is releasing all 
the water, reversing the Creation.

 3RD ALIYA (7:17-8:14)
The Flood covers the earth. All 

living things die, save Noah and all 
that are in the Ark. G-d remembers Noah. The 
waters recede. The Ark rests on Mt. Ararat. 
Noah sends out the raven. Then Noah sends 
out the dove to see if the water has receded 
enough for land to be inhabitable. She returns 
for she has found no place to rest. After 7 days, 
she is sent out again and returns with an olive 
branch. The third time she is sent out, she 
does not return. Noah removes the covering 
and sees there is dry land.

There is a lot of detail of water and of 
time. The rising water, the receding water, 
how many days it rained, how many days 
it took to recede. This stands in contrast 
to the initial creation of the world. In cre-
ation, each thing created happened imme-
diately, each day crisp and defined. And 
after 6 days, the creation ceased. In this 
recreation, the covering of the world with 
water took months; the receding of the 
water took time. Why?

This is the most crucial part of this story. 
The world was not destroyed – I mean, not 
back to “tohu v’vohu – to void and empty”. 
G-d did not look at the evil of the world – man 
and animals - and destroy the world. He could 
have chosen to destroy the world entirely and 
begin anew with another 6 days of creation. 
He did not do that. He “recreated” the existing 
world – saving Noah, saving the world, cover-
ing it slowly with the water that existed.

The story of the Torah is G-d’s love of and 
commitment to man and to the world He 
created. He saves the world. He saves Noah. 
But even before this; Adam and Eve sinned 
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and were punished. But not destroyed. Cain 
killed Abel, the most egregious sin, and is 
punished; but is not himself killed. G-d is 
committed to this world and is committed to 
mankind. He destroys the world naturally, 
maintaining it, covering it slowly with water 
and waiting for the water to recede. That 
very process communicates His commit-
ment to His world and to mankind.

 4TH ALIYA (8:15-9:7)
Noah is told to leave the Ark 

with his family and with the ani-
mals, blessing the animals to teem over the 
land. Noah offered sacrifices on an altar. G-d 
committed to never again curse land and 
animals because of man, nor the constel-
lations. G-d blesses Noah and family to be 
fruitful and multiply, to fill the earth. They 
may eat creatures but may not kill man.

The echoes of Creation continue. Noah 
and the animals receive the same bless-
ings made to the animals and to man in 
Creation, to be fruitful and multiply. Noah 
is the new Adam. But with one dramatic 
difference. G-d pledges that never again will 
there be a destruction of land, animals or 
seasons. This was not promised at Creation. 

The notion of G-d promising is shocking. 
G-d making promises to man? Really? 
He promises to us? Could it be that all 
the horrible evil that man is capable of 

perpetrating, and has perpetrated in the 
history of mankind – that in spite of all that 
evil, He guarantees the world will never 
deserve to be destroyed? It must be that 
mankind, in just the way it has been cre-
ated, capable of evil but capable of good, 
that creation of mankind is so precious to 
G-d that He commits to us, regardless of 
our failings. As such, the story of the Torah 
is a love story; G-d’s love and commitment 
to mankind, just the way it is.

5TH ALIYA (9:8-17)
G-d tells Noah and his family 

that He is making a covenant 
with all living things that the world will 
never again be destroyed by Flood. The 
rainbow is a sign of this covenant between 
us. I will see the rainbow and remember 
this eternal covenant.

The word “brit”, covenant occurs 7 times in 
this paragraph of 9 verses. We are so familiar 
with the rainbow after the flood story that 
its plain meaning slips by unnoticed. G-d 
is pledging himself to the world. And, as if 
to make sure He Himself doesn’t forget, He 
places a sign, a reminder of his pledge.

This rainbow is like the engagement ring 
in a love story. Noah has got to be looking 
around, wondering, “is He talking to me? 
What did I do to deserve this? The Mas-
ter of the Universe, who just covered the 
world in water due to man’s failings, He is 
committing to me? And binding Himself In loving memory of  

my dear mother

DORIS KRAUTHAMER a”h
On her 2nd yahrzeit

Missed greatly by your children,  
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Condolences to Barbara Schwartz 
and family on the passing  

of her husband 

PHILIP Z”L
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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with a rainbow, lest He forget?”
The Creation story crowned man with 

majesty, created in the image of G-d. The 
Flood recreation story is a love story, the 
love of G-d for man, the commitment He 
has to man. And while a covenant has 2 
parties, each of whom pledges to the other, 
in this covenant nothing is demanded of 
man. Only He pledges to us.

 6TH ALIYA (9:18-10:32)
Noah plants a vineyard, becomes 

drunk and lies exposed in his tent. 
Cham sees Noah; the other sons cover Noah 
without looking. Cham is cursed, Shem is 
blessed, Yefet granted beauty. Noah’s numer-
ous descendents are listed, distinctive in geog-
raphy and in language.

Noah seems to follow in Adam’s agrarian 
footsteps – Adam was placed in the Garden 
of Eden, Noah plants a vineyard. But the 
decline of the new man is not long in com-
ing. The generations of Noah are described 
as different, distinct, separated into nations, 
into languages and distinct geographic 
regions. This gives rise to Nimrod, the war-
rior – distinctions and groupings give rise 
naturally to competition.

 7TH ALIYA (11:1-32)
The Tower of Babel, an attempt 

to unite mankind results in a dis-
persion and proliferation of languages. The 
genealogy of Noah’s descendants continues 
until Avraham’s family is introduced, who 
journey toward the Land of Israel.

The story of the Tower of Babel begins as a 
desire for unity, ends with people scattered 
the world over. The desire for unity would 
seem to be a good thing. However, unity often 
implies being united under me, coercing all 
to be like me. World history is the history of 

empires, seeking to make the world a better 
place by being just like me. The theme of 
dispersion, of exile which began with Adam 
being exiled from the Garden of Eden, and 
Cain exiled to wander the world has its next 
chapter with the dispersion, the exile of the 
builders of the Tower of Babel. 

The dispersion and exile of the first 2 parsh-
iot of the Torah will be reversed with the call 
to Avraham to come to the Land of Israel. 

YESHAYAHU 54:1 - 55:5
This Shabbat the haftorah for parshat 

Noach is taken from chapter 54 in the 
Navi, Yeshayahu. It describes the nation 
of Israel after the destruction of the Beit 
Hamikdash. The Navi assures the people 
that Hashem will forever share his kind-
ness and love with His people and He will 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

SEALING SERVICES 
AND ROOFING

shmuelnathan4@gmail.com
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STATS

2nd of 54 sedras, 2nd of 12 in Bereshit.
Written on 230 lines in a Torah, rank: 15. 
18 Parshiyot; 5 open, 13 closed; rank: 12.
153 pesukim - ranks 4th Largest in Bereshit,  
tied with Vayishlach.
1861 words - ranks 11 (6th in Bereshit).
6907 letters - ranks 13 (6th in Bereshit). 
Drop in ranking for words and letters is due  
to Noach's very short pesukim. Noach ranks 49th in 
words/pasuk and 51st in letters/pasuk in the Torah. 

MITZVOT

None of the TARYAG mitzvot are from No’ach, yet 
there are mitzvot in the sedra, specifically (but not 
only) references to the Noahide laws. So too is P'RU 
URVU repeated to No'ach - it is counted as a mitzva 
from Bereshit, when it was commanded to Adam.

continue to protect and sustain the people. 
The special connection to parshat Noach 

is contained in pasuk 59:9 which refers to 
the destruction of Yerushalayim as “...this 
is like the waters of Noach to me…”

The Navi concludes with the reas-
surance that Hashem remembers His 
covenant with the world and His Chosen 
People. The degree to which we reveal 
Hashem’s presence in our lives is the 
degree to which Hashem’s protection and 
close concern is realized. It is our respon-
sibility to reveal Hashem. We achieve this 
by observing His commandments and 
learning His Torah. 

ARE YOU ADDICTED TO SUGAR? ARE YOU ADDICTED TO SUGAR? 

Get free from food obsession
Improve metabolic health
Lose weight without hunger

Z i p p i  L i v n e h
Nurse, Certified Food Addiction Counselor

info@zlivneh.cominfo@zlivneh.com055-6644854055-6644854

If yes, another diet is NOT the solution, THIS PROGRAM IS!

SUGAR-FREE RECOVERY   SUGAR-FREE RECOVERY   

LIFE SETTLEMENTS
Do you have a life insurance policy you:

• No longer want?
• No longer need?

• Can no longer afford the premium?
• Could you use extra money  

instead of keeping your policy?
I can guarantee that if you qualify with the 

underwriting process I can get you more money 
than if you cash it in with the company. 

Please contact Moshe Russell at:
Buymypolicy32@gmail.com
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Ohr Meir and Bracha 
feeds over 400 families 

of  victims of  terror with food for 
Shabbos, the week and Chagim.  
Now we need to help many more 

families who have already contacted us. 
 Your donations are needed to help us  Your donations are needed to help us 

continue helping all the families in need.

PLEASE PARTNER WITH US AND 
DONATE TODAY

Ohr Meir & Bracha - The Terror Victims Support Center
3/1 Yakim Street, P.O. Box  41055, Jerusalem 91410

www.terror-victims.org.il       office@terror-victims.org.il
+972-2-5401006   718-705-7444   050-419-7775

 Come help us packedge Thursdays 8:00-9:30 a.m. 3 Yakim St. Jerusalem

Please donate to:
https://youngisrael.org/

donations/support-the-idf/

With gratitude to Hashem,
and all the amazing

activities the National
Council of Young Israel is

involved in.

The National Council of
Young Israel,

With the backing of over 100
member shuls worldwide, is
asking you to help support
their relief efforts in Israel, 

URGENTLY!

Sponsored by:
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Judging Noah Fairly
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without Divine intervention.
5th Aliya (14:21-15:6). The King 
of Sodom offers Avraham the 
spoils; Avraham demurs. G-d 

promises Avraham that he need not fear, 
for He will be his shield (magen). Avraham 
protests – I have no children. G-d promises 
that his children will inherit his promises.  
He shows him the stars and promises that 
his children will be like those. Avraham 
believes Him.

G-d promises to be Avraham’s shield, 
his “magen”; Malchizedek used the same 
expression, that G-d was Avraham’s 
“magen”. Hence the description we use in 
tefilla of Magen Avraham.

As a conversation starter, G-d says to 
Avraham, “do not fear”. Who said Avra-
ham is afraid? What is he afraid of? Rashi 
comments that Avraham is worried that he 
has been showered with so much from G-d 
already that perhaps he does not deserve 
to have the remaining promises granted.  
The remaining 2 promises are big ones; 
children and the Land of Israel. Perhaps 
I no longer deserve those. Some promises 
are conditional – you deserve it, you will get 
it.  Perhaps he has used up all his merit and 
deserves no more. G-d tells him to not fear 
for his merit is great.

6th Aliya (15:7-17:6). After 
promising Avraham that he 
will have children, G-d again 

promises to him that He will give him the 
Land of Israel. Avraham queries as to how 

usurped by hearing the Command.
4th Aliya (14:1-20). 4 Kings 
make war with 5 Kings. Lot is 
taken captive. Avraham res-

cues him, returning all the spoils and 
captives. The King of Sodom comes out to 
greet Avraham, as does Malchizedek the 
King and Priest of Shalem. Malchizedek 
blesses Avraham to G-d and blesses G-d for 
protecting Avraham.

The promise of fame has been achieved.  
After the heroic rescue of Lot, Avraham 
finds the company of Kings. And of note, 
is the religious language of Malchizedek, 
blessing Avraham with G-d’s name. Avra-
ham’s reputation, his fame, is that of a man 
of faith, a man of G-d.  

2 of the 3 promises he received, those of 
fame and of fortune have been achieved.  
The remaining 2 – of children and of inher-
iting this land are tougher. And lest we 
think that G-d promised a deserted land 
to Avraham, this pitched battle of 9 kings 
belies that. Not only has Avraham been 
promised that his children will inherit the 
Land while he has no children, he has been 
told he will inherit a hotly contested Land.  
While man could, on his own, achieve for-
tune and fame, a childless elderly couple 
cannot achieve children and the Land 

May the Torah learned from 
this TT be לע“נ and in loving memory of 
Fred and Doris (Lieder) Goldsmith

 אורי שרגא בן יהודה דוד ז"ל
(ח' חשון, תשנ"ז)

רייזל דינה בת יוסף ע"ה 
(כ' חשון, תשס"ד) 

Their daughters, Faye, Maureen, Rosi and Esti 
Silton, Friedman, Lennon and Martin families
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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without Divine intervention.
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Lately, I’ve been reflecting on the early 
origins of my basic beliefs. One of those 
beliefs, which has thankfully persisted to 
this day, has been the belief in fairness. I 
guess that I first learned about fairness on 
the playgrounds of the neighborhood in 
Brooklyn, where I grew up.

Our mentors on those playing fields, 
where we became adept at punchball, and 
later at softball and basketball, were not 
professional adult coaches. Rather, they 
were other boys, barely a year or two older 
than us. But fair play, and consideration 
for those of us with lesser athletic skills, 
were among the lessons they taught and 
the lessons that we internalized.

Of course, I later learned that those les-
sons were among the ancient teachings 
of the Jewish tradition. “Don’t judge your 
fellow until you have been in his environ-
ment.” “Appreciate the leaders of your own 
era, even if they don’t quite compare with 
the leaders of old.” “Judge each person 
favorably, according to his own merits.”

But while I was imbibing those lessons 
on the playground, I was introduced to the 
study of Chumash and Rashi in the class-
room. It was then that I was introduced 
to Noah, the central figure of this week’s 
Torah portion, Parshat Noach (Genesis 6:9-
11:32). Here was a man “who found favor 

in the eyes of the Lord,” and who was not 
only a tzaddik, a righteous man, but a tzad-
dik tamim, a perfectly righteous man.

I vividly remember asking my grandfa-
ther, who had one of the few sukkot in the 
neighborhood back then, if we could hang 
a picture of Noah on the wall of the sukkah 
along with the other biblical heroes whose 
portraits bedecked the walls of the sukkah 
of which he was so proud.

I was taken aback by his retort: “Have 
you not learned in school that Noah was 
not as great as Abraham, and that had he 
lived in Abraham’s time, he would be a 
‘nobody’?” I had to confess that we had 
not yet learned Rashi’s commentary, and 
certainly not the many other rabbinic 
sources, that insist that Noah fell short of 
the requirements necessary for us to adu-
late him, and therefore we could not invite 
him into our sukkah as we did with other 
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that the Lord either forgive all of the Israel-
ites, including the sinners, or else “wipe me 
out from the Book which You have writ-
ten.” Moses was willing to give up every-
thing rather than see anyone punished. 

To this day, I ask myself the question, as 
numerous students of Torah have asked 
before me, “Are we judging Noah fairly?”

I try to empathize with Noah. I ask 
myself, perhaps he was a meek and hum-
ble person, who felt inadequate to stand 
up to others and rebuke them for their 
iniquities? Perhaps he was reluctant to 
debate those around him because he might 
be persuaded that their immorality was 
good and proper, and his morality naïve 
and foolish? Or perhaps he felt that his 
generation was so decadent that preaching 
to them would be a futile undertaking, that 
they were beyond hope of rehabilitation?

Very recently, I came across a book from 
which I derived an approach to under-
standing Noah and justifying his relative 
failures. It is a book by a contemporary 
rabbinic scholar, Rabbi Yoel Bin-Nun, 
entitled HaMakor HaKaful (The Double 
Source). Rabbi Bin-Nun offers an approach 
to understanding the psyche of the great 
Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook, whose 
leadership as Chief Rabbi and vast and 

biblical heroes from Abraham on.
Much later in life, in fact very recently, 

I came across what might be the harshest 
critique of Noah in all of rabbinic liter-
ature. It is a passage in the Holy Zohar, 
which contrasts Noah with Abraham. This 
supremely mystical work condemns Noah. 
The Lord informed Noah that He found 
mankind to be so degenerate that He had 
decided to wipe out all living beings and 
spare only Noah and his family. What was 
Noah reaction? Did he protest? No! He was 
silent. He said nothing. 

But ten generations later, when the Lord 
informed Abraham that he was about to 
destroy the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
because of their wicked ways, Abraham 
protested to the Almighty. He challenged 
Him to live up to His divine principles of 
fairness and justice, and not punish the 
few exceptional individuals who were 
morally upstanding. Noah was silent and 
is therefore castigated. Abraham voiced his 
protest and is therefore admired.

The Zohar takes the matter even further 
and finds Abraham himself inferior to 
Moses. After all, Abraham only asked for 
the righteous to be spared, whereas Moses 
asked that the Lord even spare sinners. 
Moses was sufficiently stalwart to demand 
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brilliant oeuvre of writings continue to 
inspire us to this day.

Rabbi Bin-Nun maintains that all great 
leaders draw from two distinct sources. He 
calls them samchut and hashraah, which I 
suggest can be translated as “a sense of one’s 
own authority” and “spiritual inspiration.” 
The former originates within the person, from 
the depths of his or her own psyche. The lat-
ter comes from an external source, from the 
Almighty. As I understand it, the former often 
takes the form of a felt mission, a purpose in 
life, an inner drive to accomplish a specific set 
of goals. The latter is a calling from Above, a 
Holy Spirit, a prophetic calling. 

Rabbi Bin-Nun suggests that Rav Kook 
drew from both sources. He felt an inter-
nal impetus to lead, to return to the Land 
of Israel from his native Latvia, to envision 
the pioneers of early immigration to Israel 
as the vanguard of the ultimate redemp-
tion. But he also heard a voice from a sec-
ond source, an external sublime source, a 
prophetic inspiration. 

I suggest that Rabbi Bin-Nun’s concept 
of samchut can be used to differentiate 
between the inactivity of Noah, the partial 
response of Abraham, and the total sense 
of responsibility for the other as exempli-
fied by Moses.

What was Noah’s sense of mission? He 
really had only one mission—to construct 
the ark. Once he had done that, and suc-
cessfully steered the ark through months 
of troubled waters, he had no coherent 

Mazal Tov to  
Sarah & Shlomo Fisherowitz and 

family on the birth of a granddaughter

sense of mission. All he could do was plant 
a vineyard, with inevitable consequences.

His feeble sense of mission limited him, 
and thus he could not stand up in protest 
of the Lord’s Decree. He could not become 
a leader of men.

Abraham, on the other hand, had a 
clear sense of mission. The Lord Himself 
declared, “For I know him, that he will 
direct his descendants to do righteousness 
and justice.” Justice was his mission, and 
so he could stand up to the Almighty and 
insist upon justice.

Moses had an entirely different under-
standing of his mission. He was to lead the 
Jewish people, saints and sinners alike, into 
the Land of Israel. That mission enabled 
him to fearlessly confront the Almighty and 
demand that He totally forgive His people.

The lesson for all of us is that we have a 
mission to perform in life. It is not a simple 
matter to determine what that mission is. 
But once we achieve even a tentative sense 
of mission and purpose, we gain a measure 
of confidence and authority which equip 
us with capacities and capabilities beyond 
our expectations.

Noah was not morally defective. He 
was indeed a tzaddik tamim. However, he 
lacked a sense of mission and purpose, and 
that constrained him tragically. 

We are all descendants of Abraham and 
disciples of Moses and are thereby blessed 
with a variety of missions which we must 
recognize, and which must motivate us to 
undreamed of accomplishments. 
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רָאֵל ית יִשְׂ ל בֵּ אַחֵינוּ כָּ

בְיָה ׁ רָה וּבַשִּ צָּ הַנְּתוּנִים בַּ

ה שָׁ בָּ יַּ ם וּבֵין בַּ יָּ ין בַּ הָעוֹמְדִים בֵּ

קוֹם יְרַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶם הַמָּ

רָה לִרְוָחָה וְיוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ

וּמֵאֲפֵלָה לְאוֹרָה

ה עְבּוּד לִגְאֻלָּ ׁ וּמִשִּ

עֲגָלָא וּבִזְמַן קָרִיב תָא בַּ הָשָׁ

וְאִמְרוּ אָמֵן

עם ישראל חי

TOGETHER

WITH ALL OF KLAL YISRAEL  

WE PRAY FOR 

THE SAFETY OF OUR NATION, 

SAFETY FOR OUR SOLDIERS, 

HEALING FOR THE WOUNDED  

AND CONDOLENCES 

TO THE BEREAVED.
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A Tale of Four Cities
Between the Flood and the call to Abra-

ham, between the universal covenant with 
Noah and the particular covenant with one 
people, comes the strange, suggestive story 
of Babel:

The whole world spoke the same lan-
guage, the same words. And as the people 
migrated from the east they found a valley 
in the land of Shinar and settled there. 
They said to each other, “Come, let us make 
bricks, let us bake them thoroughly.” They 
used bricks for stone and tar for mortar. 
And they said, “Come, let us build our-
selves a city and a tower that reaches the 
heavens, and make a name for ourselves. 
Otherwise we will be scattered across the 
face of the earth.” (Gen. 11:1-4)

What I want to explore here is not sim-
ply the story of Babel considered in itself, 
but the larger theme. For what we have 
here is the second act in a four act drama 
that is unmistakably one of the connecting 
threads of Bereishit, the Book of Begin-
nings. It is a sustained polemic against the 
city and all that went with it in the ancient 
world. The city – it seems to say – is not 

where we find God.
The first act begins with the first two 

human children. Cain and Abel both 
bring offerings to God. God accepts Abel’s, 
not Cain’s. Cain in anger murders Abel. 
God confronts him with his guilt: “Your 
brother’s blood cries out to me from the 
ground.” Cain’s punishment was to be a 
“restless wanderer on the earth.” Cain then 
“went out from the Lord’s presence and 
lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden.” We 
then read:

Cain knew his wife, and she conceived 
and gave birth to Enoch. He [Cain] built 
a city, naming it Enoch after his son. 
(Gen. 4:17)

The first city was founded by the first 
murderer, the first fratricide. The city was 
born in blood.

There is an obvious parallel in the story 
of the founding of Rome by Romulus who 
killed his brother Remus, but there the 
parallel ends. The Rome story – of children 
fathered by one of the gods, left to die by 
their uncle, and brought up by wolves – is 
a typical founding myth, a legend told to 
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Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   

Eta: 054-723-3863  ·  Rachel: 052-546-6425 
  etamorrisrealty.co.il  

Jerusalem Real Estate is My Business 
Eta: 054-723-3863  Rachel: 052-546-6425 

Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY  

Fantastic garden apart-
ment for sale on Lupo 
Street. ARNONA

175 sqm 6 rooms 4 bed-
rooms and 3.5 bathrooms. 
60 sqm garden.  
Security room / pantry. 
Central air / underfloor 
heating.  
Extra office downstairs. 
One large parking spot.  
Storage room

8,900,000 NIS

In GERMAN COLONY,  
140 sqm on one floor, 2nd 
floor walk up, completely 
renovated with 4 bedrooms 
and 2 full bathrooms.  
Large sukka terrace. 
7,100,000 NIS

In BAKA, most sought out location.  
New apartment duplex of 236 sqm plus 81 sqm of 
outdoor space. Plus parking.  
For more info call Eta: 0547233863

Fantastic opportunity to buy 
170 sqm on one floor, with 
sukka terrace, Shabbat  
elevator, brand new apt 
ready in 2 years.  
Only 6,500,000 NIS.

OLD KATAMON 80 sqm with 
2 bedrooms and 2 bath-
rooms, one flight up with el-
evator. Completely renovated 
with terrace that opens into 
a sukka. Full of light & sur-
rounded by greenery. Very 
quiet Price 4,200,000 NIS

explain the origins of a particular city, 
usually involving a hero, bloodshed, and 
the overturning of an established order. 
The story of Cain is not as founding myth 
because the Bible is not interested in Cain’s 
city, nor does it valorise acts of violence. It 
is the opposite of a founding myth. It is a 
critique of cities as such. The most import-
ant fact about the first city, according to 
the Bible, is that it was built in defiance of 
God’s will. Cain was sentenced to a life of 
wandering, but instead he built a town.

The third act, more dramatic because 
more detailed, is Sodom, the largest or 
most prominent of the cities of the plain 
in the Jordan valley. It is there that Lot, 
Abraham’s nephew, makes his home. The 
first time we are introduced to it, in Gene-
sis 13, is when there is a quarrel between 
Abraham’s herdsmen and those of Lot. 
Abraham suggests that they separate. Lot 
sees the affluence of the Jordan plain. 

Lot raised his eyes and saw that the 
whole plain of the Jordan up to Tzoar was 
well watered. It was like the garden of the 
Lord, like the land of Egypt. (Gen. 13:10)

So Lot decides to settle there. Immedi-
ately we are told that the people of Sodom 
are “evil, great sinners against the Lord” 
(Gen. 13:13). Given the choice between 
affluence and virtue, Lot unwisely chooses 
affluence.

Five chapters later comes the great 
scene in which God announces his plan to 
destroy the city, and Abraham challenges 
him. Perhaps there are fifty innocent peo-
ple there, perhaps just ten. How can God 
destroy the whole city?

“Shall the Judge of all the earth not do 
justice?” (Gen. 18:25)
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God then agrees that if there are ten 
innocent people found, He will not destroy 
the city. In the next chapter, we see two of 
the three angels that had visited Abraham, 
arrive at Lot’s house in Sodom. Shortly 
thereafter, a terrible scene plays itself out:

They had not yet gone to bed when all 
the townsmen, the men of Sodom – young 
and old, all the people from every quar-
ter – surrounded the house. They called to 
Lot, “Where are the men who came to you 
tonight? Bring them out to us so that we 
may know them. (Gen. 19:4-5)

It turns out that there are no innocent 
men. Three times – “all the townsmen,” 
“young and old,” “all the people from every 
quarter” – the text emphasises that without 
exception, every man was a would-be per-
petrator of the crime.

A cumulative picture is emerging. The 
people of Sodom do not like strangers. 
They do not see them as protected by law 
– nor even by the conventions of hospital-
ity. There is a clear suggestion of sexual 
depravity and potential violence. There is 
also the idea of a crowd, a mob. People in a 
crowd can commit crimes they would not 
dream of doing on their own. The sheer 
population density of cities is a moral 
hazard in and of itself. Crowds drag down 
more often than they lift up. Hence Abra-
ham’s decision to live apart. He wages war 
on behalf of Sodom (Gen. 14) and prays for 
its inhabitants, but he will not live there. 
Not by accident were the patriarchs and 
matriarchs not city dwellers.

The fourth scene is, of course, Egypt, 
where Joseph is brought as a slave and 
serves in Potiphar’s house. There, Poti-
phar’s wife attempts to seduce him, and 

failing, accuses him of a crime he did not 
commit, for which he is sent to prison. The 
descriptions of Egypt in Genesis, unlike 
those in Exodus, do not speak of violence 
but, as the Joseph story makes pointedly 
clear, there is sexual license and injustice.

It is in this context that we should under-
stand the story of Babel. It is rooted in 
a real history, an actual time and place. 
Mesopotamia, the cradle of civilisation, 
was known for its city states, one of which 
was Ur, from which Abraham and his 
family came, and the greatest of which 
was indeed Babylon. The Torah accurately 
describes the technological breakthrough 
that allowed the cities to be built: bricks 
hardened by being heated in a kiln.

Likewise the idea of a tower that 
“reaches to heaven” describes an actual 
phenomenon, the ziqqurat or sacred tower 
that dominated the skyline of the cities 
of the lower Tigris-Euphrates valley. The 
ziqqurat was an artificial holy mountain, 
where the king interceded with the gods. 
The one at Babylon to which our story 
refers was one of the greatest, comprising 
seven stories, over three hundred feet 
high, and described in many non-Israelite 
ancient texts as “reaching” or “rivalling” 
the heavens.

Unlike the other three city stories, the 
builders of Babel commit no obvious sin. 
In this instance the Torah is much more 
subtle. Recall what the builders said:

“Come, let us build ourselves a city and a 
tower that reaches the heavens, and make 
a name for ourselves. Otherwise we will 
be scattered across the face of the earth.” 
(Gen. 11:4)

There are three elements here that the 
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Torah sees as misguided. One is “that we 
make a name for ourselves.” Names are 
something we are given. We do not make 
them for ourselves. There is a suggestion 
here that in the great city cultures of ancient 
Mesopotamia, people were actually worship-
ping a symbolic embodiment of themselves. 
Emil Durkheim, one of the founders of 
sociology, took the same view. The function 
of religion, he believed, is to hold the group 
together, and the objects of worship are col-
lective representations of the group. That is 
what the Torah sees as a form of idolatry.

The second mistake lay in wanting to 
make “a tower that reaches to the heav-
ens.” One of the basic themes of the cre-
ation narrative in Bereishit 1 is the sepa-
ration of realms. There is a sacred order. 
There is heaven and there is earth and the 
two must be kept distinct:

“The heavens are the heavens of the 
Lord, but the earth He has given to the chil-
dren of men.” (Ps. 115:16)

The Torah gives its own etymology for 
the word Babel, which literally meant “the 
gate of God.” The Torah relates it to the 
Hebrew root b-l-l, meaning “to confuse.” 
In the story, this refers to the confusion of 
languages that happens as a result of the 
hubris of the builders. But b-l-l also means 
“to mix, intermingle,” and this is what the 
Babylonians are deemed guilty of: mixing 
heaven and earth, that should always be 
kept separate. B-l-l is the opposite of b-d-l, 
the key verb of Bereishit 1, meaning “to 
distinguish, separate, keep distinct and 
apart.”

The third mistake was the builders’ 
desire not to be “scattered over the face 
of the whole earth.” In this they were 

attempting to frustrate God’s command 
to Adam and later to Noah to “Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth.” (Gen. 1:28; 
Gen. 9:1). This seems to be a generalised 
opposition to cities as such. There is no 
need, the Torah seems to be saying, for you 
to concentrate in urban environments. The 
patriarchs were shepherds. They moved 
from place to place. They lived in tents. 
They spent much of their time alone, far 
from the noise of the city, where they could 
be in communion with God.

So we have in Bereishit a tale of four 
cities: Enoch, Babel, Sodom, and the city 
of Egypt. This is not a minor theme but 
a major one. What the Torah is telling us, 
implicitly, is how and why Abrahamic 
monotheism was born.

Hunter/gatherer societies were relatively 
egalitarian. It was only with the birth of 
agriculture and the division of labour, of 
trade and trading centres and economic 
surplus and marked inequalities of wealth, 
concentrated in cities with their distinctive 
hierarchies of power, that a whole cluster 
of phenomena began to appear – not just 
the benefits of civilisation but the down-
side also.

This is how polytheism was born, as 
the heavenly justification of hierarchy on 
earth. It is how rulers came to be seen as 
semi-divine – another instance of b-l-l, the 
blurring of boundaries. It is where what 
mattered were wealth and power, where 
human beings were considered in the 
mass rather than as individuals. It is where 
whole groups were enslaved to build 
monumental architecture. Babel, in this 
respect, is the forerunner of the Egypt of 
the Pharaohs that we will encounter many 
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chapters and centuries later.
The city is, in short, a dehumanising 

environment and potentially a place where 
people worship symbolic representations 
of themselves.

Tanach is not opposed to cities as such. 
Their anti-type is Jerusalem, home of the 
Divine presence. But that, at this stage of 
history, lies long in the future.

Perhaps the most relevant distinction 
for us today is the one made by the sociol-
ogist Ferdinand Tonnies, Gemeinschaft 
(community) and Gesellschaft (society). 
Community is marked by face-to-face 
relationships in which people know, and 
accept responsibility for, one another. Soci-
ety, in Tonnies’ analysis, is an impersonal 
environment where people come together 
for individual gain, but remain essentially 
strangers to one another.

In a sense, the Torah project is to sustain 
Gemeinschaft – strong face-to-face com-
munities – even within cities. For it is only 
when we relate to one another as persons, 
as individuals bound together in shared 
covenant, that we avoid the sins of the city, 
which are today what they always were: 
sexual license, the worship of the false 
gods of wealth and power, the treatment of 
people as commodities, and the idea that 
some people are worth more than others.

That is Babel, then and now, and the 
result is confusion and the fracturing of 
the human family. 

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks zt”l 
are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series 
on the weekly Torah teaching. With thanks to the 
Schimmel Family for their generous sponsorship, 
dedicated in loving memory of Harry (Chaim) 
Schimmel. Visit www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Kahn Chizuk Session  

is sponsored for the yahrzeit and in loving memory of 
אברהם יהודה בן מנחם ז"ל - כח תשרי 

Pearl Borow's Shiurim 
for the month of October are sponsored in loving memory of   

I. Judith Becker a"h by her family on her 10th yahrzeit. Judy totally enjoyed 
Rebbetzin Borow's shuirim weekly and attended them until the end of her life.

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein's Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 - 2024 academic year  

by the Sondhelm and Wertenteil families in memory of Mel David z"lמנחם 

מנדל בן אברהם מאיר וטויבא רבקה ז"ל

Rabbi Adler’s Shiur 
 is sponsored for the 2023-2024 academic year by the Frist family in memory 
of their beloved daughter and sister Elisheva Frist a"h אלישבע סימא בת 

זלמן ע"ה

Rabbi Goldscheider’s Shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year 

לעילו נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע’’ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז’’ל

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year  

by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  
in memory of their parents, 

Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z”l -
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

Rosi and Ernest Strauss z”l - 
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur -  
Minchat Chinuch  

is sponsored for the academic year 2023  
by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman 

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z”l 
יונה בן צדוק ז”ל ואסתר ע”ה בת רפאל הי”ד

and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z”l 
הרב שמואל אליהו ז”ל בן הרב רפאל נ”י

Rabbi Goldin’s Shiur  
is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by 

Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 
Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s Shiur 
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year 

לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת ברנדית ע’’ה וזליג בן קלמן ז’’ל

Rabbi Taub’s Weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur 
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

רפואה שלמה
Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

Chana bat Bruriah
Benzion Simcha Mendel Ben Chana Rachel

Feyge Sara bas Chaya Peshe
Nechama Charna bat Feigel

Leah Naomi bat Tova
אברהם יהושע בן פרל באהדנא

לב אייזיק בן אולגה
יהונתן בן מחלה
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Am Yisrael is at war and we must all take part in any way we can. The Mishna
in Avot teach us that the world stands on three things: Torah, Avodah, and

Gemilut Chassidim. Whether it be through our speech or our actions we can
make a real difference in the world and there isn’t a more appropriate time

than now for us to make that difference.

DOROT - The OU Women's 
Intergenerational Choir
Director Hadassah Jacob  

052-384-7230

Monday Evenings 7:00-9:00pm
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it is as if G-d “re-gives” the Jews the Torah 
and the Jews re-receive it. Each time we 
learn Torah we are able to discover some-
thing new about the exact same words. 
It’s like we were all at Mount Sinai when 
the Torah was given, meaning it is every 
Jews responsibility to follow the Torah as 
if it was given specifically to him.   

Before receiving the Torah at Mount 
Sinai, there were some Israelites that, of 
their own accord, already kept the entire 
Torah. Since this is the case, why is this 
day so important?

On the day of Matan Torah 2 things 
changed. Firstly the Jews gained a connec-
tion to Hashem. Hashem put his essence 
into the Torah so when he gave it to us 
both those that had and had not kept the 
Torah before were now keeping it because 
of this connection to Hashem’s essence.

Secondly, the Torah given at Mount Sinai 
is able to have an effect on the physical 
world whereas before Torah and mitzvot 
were considered strictly spiritual matters.

The Talmud (Shabbat 88b) states that 
when the Jews heard G-D’s divine voice, 
they all died from its intensity and after-
wards G-d brought them back to life. I 
think this emphasizes why Hashem can-
not be openly present in this world. For 
if he was, the Jews’ free will would no 
longer be preserved and we would fol-
low Hashem in everything. If his awe and 
will were so apparent, we would be com-
pelled to follow him without having a real 
choice.

JLIC at Tel Aviv University does amazing 
work in bringing Jews together and teach-
ing us all about the torah we received 
at Mount Sinai. JLIC, I believe, helps us 

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus 
(JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant religious 
communities in Israel to support English-speak-
ing college students and young professionals. 
JLIC Israel’s goals include: building a warm and 
welcoming Jewish community for students and 
young professionals; providing engaging and 
dynamic Jewish education; providing a sup-
portive home environment for Olim; providing 
resources for personal and religious growth, 
including personal mentoring, Aliyah support, 
religious guidance and leadership development. 
Current JLIC programs in Israel include: Reich-
man University - Herzliya; Bar Ilan University 
- Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; Tel Aviv for 
Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. Contact: 
Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of OU-JLIC 
in Israel shulmanj@ou.org

students see Hashem, even though he is 
hidden by the mask of nature and teaches 
us how to use our free will to bring 
Hashem into the physical world in what-
ever way we choose. 

For Sale:  Ben Maimon, 
4 rooms, 113m, 2 bathrooms, 

porch, 1st floor, elevator,  
6.2 million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP 

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359 

or Judy 054-569-0410

רפואה שלמה
אורה בת ראינה

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Resumes
Oct 15th
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keep and maintain your home 
in good condition.

HANDYMAN
SERVICE

 +972 54-686-1843 

24 /6 For all your home

 Real Estate Appraiser 
Repair Technician

Electrician
Locksmith

Painter  
and more

For appointment 
or questions call Shlomo:

A unique hospitality experience in the religious community 
of Har Shmuel between the vineyards of the Judean 

mountains in a pastoral biblical landscape. A short distance 
from Jerusalem.Upgraded and  

:fully equipped villa

 spacious bedrooms 8 ⋅ 
 Suitable for hosting families and groups of up to 26 ⋅

.people 
 Air conditioning, heating, spacious kitchen, garden, ⋅

... swimming pool, barbecue area, sauna and more
 All these create a warm atmosphere all while being ⋅

 .luxurious and elegant 

Upscale holiday villa
in the mountains of Jerusalem 

A vacation in Israel in a dreamlike atmosphere 

Avraham- 050-2604621  Book your vacation now!
Enter and view the spectacular panoramic photo:

https://www.datipage.co.il/biz/18114
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PROBING THE PROPHETS
RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish  
History lectures can be viewed by  
visiting the OU Israel Video archive:  
www.ouisrael.org/video-library

PROBING THE PROPHETS
RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
FACULTY, OU ISRAEL CENTER

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish  
History lectures can be viewed by  
visiting the OU Israel Video archive:  
www.ouisrael.org/video-library

Mazal Tov to  
Rabbi Yaakov & Sheila Iskowitz and 

family on the birth of a great grandson

Religious

Caregiver
Car owner

(Breishit; 6:5): “v’chol yetzer machshevot 
libo rak ra …” - Hashem saw that Man’s nat-
ural inclination is only of evil. G-d knew that 
a society so corrupt, one that was enmeshed 
in satisfying the evil inclination, could never 
fulfill His demand that humanity create a 
world of morality and justice. Strangely, 
however, when he promises No’ach never 
again to bring such a catastrophe upon 
the world, He explains (Breishit; 8:21): “ki 
yetzer lev ha’adam ra min’urav”, admitting 
that Man’s natural inclination is “evil from 
his youth.” The Rav asks why G-d gives the 
very same rationale as to why He would not 
destroy the world as He gave to explain why 
He must destroy the world.

In response, Rav Soloveitchik points to 
the subtle difference between Hashem’s 
explanation as to why He was determined to 
destroy the world and his reason as to why 
He would never again do so. In describing 
the absolute corruption of the antediluvian 
Man, Hashem declares that “v’chol yetzer 
machshevot libo rak ra” – all of human-
ity’s natural inclination is only to do evil. 
However, when He describes the new post-
flood society he states “yetzer lev ha’adam 
ra”, that the new generation would also be 
one whose inclination would be drawn to 

Our Rabbis’ selection of Chapters 54-55 in 
Yishayahu as this week’s haftarah seems 
to be rather obvious. These chapters are 
found in the latter part of Sefer Yishayahu 
in the section that includes the navi’s visions 
of comfort, which is why they are included 
among the haftarot of consolation that we 
read recently. The connection to our parsha 
specifically, is found in the prophet’s words 
“ki mei Noach zot li.” Through these words, 
G-d pledges that, after redeeming Israel from 
her exile, He would never again pour out His 
wrath against them. Hashem then reaffirms 
this promise by comparing it to the oath He 
made to No’ach, saying: “for this vow is like 
the oath I made regarding the waters of Noah 
(never again to flood the earth),” an oath, of 
course, that we read in this week’s parsha.

But Rav Soloveirchik, delves more deeply 
into this comparison between the gener-
ation of No’ach and that of Yishayahu. In 
commenting of G-d’s decision to inundate 
the world, the Rav quotes Hashem’s reason-
ing for the flood as found in an earlier verse 
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The only mobility scooter 
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Ready to go in 10 seconds.  
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The Shabbat mechanism is pre-installed 
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malevolence one….but not “v’chol” – not all 
and not “rak”, not only. 

And this subtle “tweak”, says the Rav, makes 
a world of difference, for humanity in the 
post-flood generation would now have the 
capacity for repentance and, with that, the 
ability to remove the “v’chol” and the “rak”.

It is through this understanding that 
we better appreciate the message of our 
haftarah as well. In appealing to a mournful 
nation, Yishayahu prophesies an unprec-
edented increase of Israel’s population, a 
surprising expansion of their settlement 
and an unexpected renewal of the once 
destroyed and abandoned cities. The nation, 
still smarting from years of punishment, 
wonders how, after their corruption and 
their sinfulness, G-d would agree to do such 
a thing. The response of the navi is Hashem’s 
oath to No’ach: just as one sinful generation 
was punished and a new one was reborn 
with the potential for repentance, so too, the 
people of Israel could do the same!

Indeed, a mere month after Yom Kippur, 
this message is especially comforting. While 
some might be doubtful regarding the effi-
cacy of their attempts to repent, whether 
tho one day and some weeks of effort could 
move Hashem to forgive, Yishayahu sends us 
a reassuring message in our haftarah.

We, too, despite our tendency to be selfish 
and fall into sin at times, we, as the post-flood 
generation, can also remove the “kol” and 
the “rak”, we too can repent.  
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh

Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Think Rationally 
Towards the Future 

נֵי־ בְּ וָיֶפֶת  ם־וְחָם  וְשֵׁ נחַֹ  א  בָּ ה  הַזֶּ הַיוֹּם  עֶצֶם  בְּ
בָה  אֶל־הַתֵּ ם  אִתָּ י־בָנָיו  נְשֵֽׁ ת  לשֶׁ וּשְׁ נחַֹ  ת  וְאֵשֶׁ נחַֹ 

)בראשית ז:יג( 
In the middle of this very day, Noach 

came, and Shem and Ham and Yafet, 
Noach’s sons, and Noach’s wife and his 
sons’ three wives with them, into the ark. 
(Bereshit 7:13). 

Noach is commanded to enter the teva 
(ark) smack in the middle of the day. The 
Torah uses the term בעצם היום הזה. Similar 
language is used in two other instances 
(highlighted by Rashi -Devarim 32: 48). The 
term הזה היום   is used when Moshe בעצם 
is to ascend the mountain to die as well as 
when Bnei Yisrael leave Mitzrayim (She-
mot 12). Rashi explains that the common 
denominator is that in all instances people 
may try to prevent the event from trans-
piring, but God will ensure that it occurs in 
the light of day and no one will be able to 
thwart the event from occurring! 

Noach – the people of the generation 
may try to block Noach from entering the 
Ark, so God had Noach enter in the light of 
day to show the people they could do noth-
ing to prevent it. 

Yetziat Mitzrayim - the exodus occurred 
in the light of day, to underscore that it 

was visible to all and Egyptians could not 
halt it. 

Moshe’s death – the people may have 
tried to do all in their power to stop Moshe 
from ascending the mountain upon which 
he was to die, so Moshe ascended in the 
light of day to show all that they could do 
nothing to interfere with Moshe’s death. 

The Shemen Hatov raises an interesting 
question with respect to Noach. In the 
two other instances, both with respect to 
Yetziat Mitzrayim and Moshe’s death, the 
people had something to gain from seek-
ing to prevent the occurrence. In the first 
instance, Moshe will remain alive and with 
the people and in the second, the Jewish 
people would remain in Egypt under Egyp-
tian rule. However, it seems like the people 
who would prevent Noach from entering 
the ark, have nothing to gain! The flood 
would occur and wipe them out anyway. 
Why would they contemplate preventing 
Noach from entering the ark if they derive 
no benefit from that act? 

The Shemen Hatov offers three sug-
gestions, and we will focus on the third 
explanation. Unfortunately, when individ-
uals have a strong opinion on a matter, at 
times they act in an irrational manner. 
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They seek to accomplish an objective, irre-
spective of the ramifications it may have 
on other individuals or society as a whole. 
The people of Noach’s generation may 
seek to kill him, because he was offering 
rebuke to them over the hundred years it 
took to build the ark. They just wanted to 
stop him from preaching, whether or not 
there would be a positive result from their 
action. They did not focus on whether in 
the long run, their act would have any 
impact on the severity of the flood and the 
ability to save their lives. 

We see this on several occasions in the 
Torah. As we have mentioned before 
regarding makat tzefarde’a. Rashi points 
out that this pasuk (Shemot 8: 1-2) switches 
from the plural hatzefarde’im, the frogs, to 
the singular hatzefarde’a, the frog, and he 
quotes Hazal, who explain this discrepancy:
צפרדע אחת היתה והיו מכין אותה והיא מתזת 

נחילים נחילים.
There was one big frog, and every time 

the Egyptians hit it, it split and multiplied.
Rabbi Yaakov Yisrael Kanievsky, also 

known as the Steipler, asks a seemingly 
obvious question: If the frog multiplied 
each time the Egyptians beat the frog, why 
did they continue to do so? It completely 
defies logic! They saw the consequences of 
their actions, so why didn’t they just stop?

The Steipler explains that we see from 
here the power of anger. A person can 
become so angry that he begins to act irra-
tionally. Then, despite the reality that stares 
him in the face, he can’t control his reaction. 
The Egyptians saw that it wasn’t helping 
to hit the frog, but their anger made them 
unable to think straight and control them-
selves. And so, they kept on hitting!

No matter how upset we are in a given situ-
ation, we cannot lose our cool, or more impor-
tantly, we must think rationally. We ought to 
consider the ramifications of our actions. To 
look beyond the immediate situation and con-
sider the lasting impact of what we do or say 
may have on others. All too often, short-sight-
edness can lead to a more severe result in 
the future than the perceived disaster we are 
grappling with in the present. 

Hachnassat Kalla - YAD GITTEL
Get your trousseau (nedunya) 

at COST PRICE
For more details call 0523882751  

or Sonia 0528066664
yadgitteltrudy@gmail.com
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Cry of Chesed
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“Vayizkor Elokim et Noach - Hashem 
remembered Noach.” (Bereisheet 8:1) Chazal 
teach that Hashem remembered how Noach 
fed the animals in the Ark for twelve months. 
Was Noach not a “tzadik tamim,” a perfect 
individual who had numerous fine qualities? 
Is this the only thing that we can point out? 
Further, this is one of the ten verses quoted 
in the Zichronot section Musaf on Rosh 
Hashanah. What is the significance of this 
and how is it relevant to us?

In Lev Eliyahu, Rav Lopian explains that 
had Noach and his family not been involved 
in this chesed, they never could have left 
the Ark. It was only the zechut of Noach’s 
total devotion and concern for the needs 
of each animal that allowed him to survive 
the flood. Indeed, this particular act reflects 
the ways of Hashem Who takes care of the 
whole world. We too are taught, “vehalachta 
bedrachav,” to emulate Hashem and con-
cern ourselves with the needs of others. We 
are obligated to feel the pain of another and 
see how we can alleviate their distress and 
address their needs. 

In his Machzor Rosh Hashanah, Rav 
Druk discusses that when the world is 
being judged, we emphasize the middah of 
chesed that can tip the scales for a person’s 
merit. “Olam chesed yibaneh,” we too must 
build our individual worlds on this quality.

“Ve’tzedakah tatzil mimavet” (Mishlei 
10:2), when there is a decree of death in 
the world, such as at the time of the flood, 
the only recourse to be saved is to engage 
in chesed. The Ark itself was not sufficient 
to stop the raging waters from breaching 
and drowning everyone. Rather, it was the 
act of selfless giving to the animals during 
the entire year that protected Noach’s fam-
ily and spared them from destruction.

Rav Scheinerman in Ohel Moshe quotes 
a powerful idea from Rav Haksher that 
further expounds on why Noach needed 
this specific merit. It was a tikkun for Noach 
since he was faulted for not praying for his 
generation; he lacked a certain degree of 
necessary empathy and compassion. It was 
therefore important for him to rectify his 
error by showing boundless concern for the 
animals to develop and solidify this middah.

 We learn in Sanhedrin 98b that Rabi 
Elazar’s students asked him what one 
should do to be spared the pains preceding 
the coming of Mashiach. He responded, 
“Engage in Torah study and acts of kind-
ness.” As we find ourselves in these tumul-
tuous times, we must strengthen ourselves 
in this arena. To say a few chapters of 
Tehillim is not enough, organize Tehillim 
groups among friends, encourage others 
to create groups. Find ways to assist those 



OU ISRAEL CENTER 43

under siege, organize or contribute to col-
lections to provide basic needs for others. 
Call people who may be feeling alone, 
give them strength and comfort. This is 
what we are being summoned to do, be’ez-
rat Hashem, may it help us merit a full 
redemption. In the words of the prophet 
Yeshayahu (1:27), “Tzion bemishpat tipadeh 
ve’shavehah be’tzakah.” 
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PRICE REDUCTION! NIS 7,750,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

BEAUTIFUL DUPLEX APT, NACHALAT ACHIM, JLM 
4BR|1st floor|183m²|2 sukkah balconies (20m²) 
NIS 7,100,000  - Tehila: 050-420-5333 

RENOVATED APT WITH POTENTIAL, BEIT HAKEREM, JLM
2.5BR |ground floor | 71m² |in process of Pinui Binui
NIS 2,990,000  - Ouriel: 058-516-1356

BRAND NEW APT, MISHKENOT HAUMA, JLM 
3BR|108m²|4th floor|balcony|parking|accessible
NIS 4,550,000  - Tehila: 050-420-5333 

RENOVATED HOUSE IN PICTURUESQUE HAR ADAR
6BR|3 stories|260m²|150m² garden areas|rental unit
NIS 5,050,000  - Ouriel: 058-516-1356

AUTHENTIC PRIVATE HOUSE NACHLAOT, JLM
Duplex+Studio|on 3 levels |105m²|8m² balconies 
PRICE REDUCTION! NIS 4,700,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

AMAZING DUPLEX PENTHOUSE, EFRAT
4BR |168m² | large balconies |3 exposures
NIS 3,750,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

LIKE-NEW APT IN BOUTIQUE BUILDING, EFRAT 
4BR|1st floor |127m²|sukkah balcony| private parking
NIS 3,250,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

CHARMING COTTAGE IN TE'ENA, EFRAT 
5BR|4 stories |189m²|sukkah balconies| private garden 
NIS 3,200,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

BEAUTIFUL SEMI-DETACHED HOME, EFRAT 
5BR |3 stories |180m² built |160m² garden 
PRICE REDUCTION! NIS 4,300,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387
FABULOUS APT WITH CHARMING YARD, MITZPE YERICHO
6BR | 165m² built | 70m² garden|storage unit 
NIS 3,285,000 - Mordechai: 052-720-3089
STUNNING PRIVATE VILLA WITH VIEW, MITZPE YERICHO
5BR|4.5 baths|325m² built|600m²  lot|+2 rental units 
NIS 4,900,000 - Mordechai: 052-720-3089
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to 
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our 
site

 www.noamhomes.com

Look for us: NOAM HOMES

Noam Homes
Even Sapir 24, Jerusalem

058-793-2222

NOAM 
HOMES 

Real Estate Professionals

Gmar Chatima Tova 
& Chag 

Sameach

N
E

W
L

Y
 L

IS
T

E
D



44 TORAH TIDBITS 1536 / NOACH

Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of 
Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of 
Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Noach: L’chaim…Ul’vracha 
Professor Elie Wiesel wrote about his lonely 

and difficult years after arriving in New York 
as a broken, exhausted refugee. Born and 
raised in Sighet in the tradition of Viznitzer 
chasidim, a turning point in his life came 
when he met the Lubavitcher Rebbe. Wiesel 
attributed his gaining hope, and redemptive 
strength to move forward and rebuild his life 
after the War, to this relationship.

In his memoir, All the Rivers Run to the 
Sea, Wiesel describes one of his meaningful 
visits to 770 Eastern Parkway for yechidus, 
a private audience with the Rebbe on Sim-
chas Torah. He was welcomed into to Reb-
be’s room and was offered to ‘say L’chayim’: 

The Rebbe handed me a glass filled to the 
brim with vodka. 

“Rebbe,” I said, “in Viznitz, a Chossid 
does not drink alone.” 

“Nor in Lubavitch,” the Rebbe replied.
The Rebbe emptied his glass in one gulp. 

I followed suit.
“Is one enough in Viznitz?” the Rebbe asked. 
“In Vishnitz,” I said bravely, “one is but a 

drop in the sea.” 
The Rebbe smiled; “In Lubavitch as well.”
He handed me a second glass and 

refilled his own. He said L’chaim, I replied 
L’chaim, and we emptied our glasses. 

“Let me bless you so you can begin again….” 

Our sedra chronicles the story of the 
destruction and rebuilding of the world 
during the generations that precede and 
follow the mabul. Alighting from the teivah 
to find the world completely wiped out, 
ל  תְגַּ ר וַיִּ כָּ שְׁ יִן וַיִּ תְּ מִן־הַיַּ שְׁ רֶם…וַיֵּ ע כָּ טַּ חֶל נחַֹ…וַיִּ וַיָּ

תוֹךְ אָהֳלהֹ  בְּ
 “And Noach began…he planted a vine-

yard…And he drank of the wine and became 
drunk, and he uncovered himself inside his 
tent (9:20-21). 

Rashi comments: in “beginning” by plant-
ing a vineyard, ין חֻלִּ עַצְמוֹ  ה   he profaned“ ,עָשָׂ
himself (as in chol),” as he ought to have 
started rebuilding society by planting some-
thing else. The ‘new world’ should have 
begun with something that would lead to 
goodness in life, and peace. 

After the murder of his family (including 
his great father and teacher, Rav Elcho-
non hy”d), Rav Simcha Wasserman and 
his wife spent their lives spreading Torah 
and rebuilding Yeshivos and Kollelim in 
the United States and Eretz Yisrael with 
incredible sacrifice and dedication. In 
shiurim, Rav Simcha often referred to the 
demise of Noach and the tragic conditions 
which Noach faced. ‘Can we even begin to 
understand the despair and loneliness he 
must have felt in stepping out of the ark 
and viewing the world in total destruction? 
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How can we judge him for seeking out a bit 
of comfort in a glass of wine? The Torah has 
numerous references to the uplifting quali-
ties of wine: יין ישמח לבב אנוש, “Wine brings 
joy to the heart of man” (Tehillim, 104:15). 
The wisest of all men, Shlomo Hamelech, 
himself suggested that we “give wine to 
those who are bitter of soul”’ (Mishlei, 31:6)

Reb Simcha answered with self-reve-
latory insight, reflecting on his own life’s 
mission. Chazal’s indictment against Noach 
was in fact justified. Hashem had entrusted 
Noach with a mission to rebuild the world 
after the devastating Flood. Instead of wal-
lowing in his own personal misery and 
seeking an escape from his sorrows, Noach 
was to have planted wheat, to sustain the 
new world emerging from the ruins.

Another great builder who emerged 
from the ruins, is Rav Yisrael Meir Lau, 
shlit’a. In “Out of the Depths”, the former 
Chief Rabbi recounts the harrowing epi-
sode of the last conversation he had with 
the tormented survivor, Yiddish poet, Itzik 
Manger in the hospital. Suffering from 
alcoholism and depression, the bedridden 
and emaciated poet poured out his heart to 
Rav Lau, struggling to reconcile the Torah’s 
description first of Noach as a tzadik (6:9) 
and then later as an ish ha’adamah, “a man 
of the earth” and a lowly drunkard. 

“I have reached the stage where I under-
stand Noach,” sighed Manger. “When 
he went back home after the Mabul and 
began to look for his hometown, his 
shtetl, he found nothing. He wanted to 
visit his neighborhood shtiebel, his beis 
medrash, but found no trace! Where was 
the postman he knew, the wagon driver? 
No one was left. No house or street, no 

neighborhood or friends — not a living 
soul…. In order to forget his solitude, he 
drank the wine and became drunk.”

Manger continued his lament by naming 
family members, communities and yeshivos 
throughout Europe — all gone. It seemed 
to him that “all existence on earth had per-
ished” (7:23): “No one is left. I remained 
alone in the world. So you will excuse me…
if sometimes, in order to forget the horrors, I 
drink a little, like Noach after the flood.”

HaYom Yom is a collection of daily 
aphorisms and sources compiled by the 
Lubavitcher Rebbe, with the instruction to 
“live with each day.” In it, the Rebbe shares 
two versions of how one might respond to 
the blessing of L’chaim. 

Citing the downfall of Noach in our Par-
sha, we are advised to respond, L’chaim 
tovim u-l’shalom, “For good life and for 
peace!” A second response, recommended 
by the Maggid of Mezritch, is L’chayim 
v’livracha, “For life and blessing!” Livracha 
may also be read as leiv racha, ‘sensitive 
heart’, reflecting the true avodah and goal 
of sharing a drink with another Jew — 
opening our hearts to feel and connect 
with the other, to begin life again together, 
acknowledging the Source of life and good-
ness and blessing.

Having spent years of solitude and hard 
labor in Siberia, Reb Mendel Futerfas, zy’a, 
had tasted the bitterness of Soviet persecu-
tion, yet maintained his faith and joy. He 
was known for his lengthy farbrengens 
and for embracing the avodah of ‘making 
a l’chaim’. After all, the problem was not 
that Noach planted a vine and prepared a 
drink; it was that Noach drank alone, and 
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did not bless another with ‘L’chaim.’
Whatever flood, challenge, or difficulty we 

may face, may we be healthy, happy and well; 
may we be blessed to open our hearts and 
share with friends, and to ‘begin again’ with 
revealed good: L’chaim, l’chaim U-livracha!

לע’’נ הרב אלעזר שמחה בן הרב אלחנן בונים זי’’ע
In memory of Rav Simcha Wasserman, 

zt’l, whose yahrtzeit is this week. 

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב
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27 KOREH-HADOROT ST., JERUSALEM 
NEVE.SHALEM @GMAIL.COM | WWW.NEVE-SHALEM.CO.IL

BOUTIQUE RESIDENCE FOR SENIORS
IN THE LUXURIOUS NEIGHBORHOOD OF ARNONA, JERUSALEM

NEVE 
SHALEM IS 
AN ASSISTED 
LIVING 
FACILITY FOR 
RETIREES AND 
SENIORS WITH 
60% ENGLISH 
SPEAKERS!

 Full calendar of activities and entertainment in English and Hebrew!  
 Quality apartments built to high standards with balconies & gardens 
 Professional medical services  
 A dedicated staff providing for all the needs of our senior citizens 24/7 - Just like family!

*3204

SINCE 1995

27 KOREH-HADOROT ST., JERUSALEM 
NEVE.SHALEM @GMAIL.COM | WWW.NEVE-SHALEM.CO.IL

BOUTIQUE RESIDENCE FOR SENIORS
IN THE LUXURIOUS NEIGHBORHOOD OF ARNONA, JERUSALEM

NEVE 
SHALEM IS 
AN ASSISTED 
LIVING 
FACILITY FOR 
RETIREES AND 
SENIORS WITH 
60% ENGLISH 
SPEAKERS!

 Full calendar of activities and entertainment in English and Hebrew!  
 Quality apartments built to high standards with balconies & gardens 
 Professional medical services  
 A dedicated staff providing for all the needs of our senior citizens 24/7 - Just like family!

*3204

SINCE 1995
FOR IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY 
3 ROOM APARTMENT + PORCHES
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BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL
BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL

Mazal Tov to 
Miriam & Jerry Bass and  

Avigayil & Yuval Haruvi and families 
on the birth of a grand/daughter 

As Parshat Noach begins, the world is 
about to be imperiled, even face the brink 
of destruction, and Hakadosh Baruch Hu 
instructs Noach to build a teiva, which 
will not only offer shelter and protection 
during the onslaught of rain and flood that 
is about to descend upon earth, but also 
ensure the survival of humanity and many 
other species of animals.

In the directives as to how Noach should 
construct the teiva, Hashem tells Noach: 

Tzohar Taaseh LaTeiva-you shall make a 
light for the teiva.... 

What was this tzohar, this source of 
light that Noach placed within the teiva? 
Rashi offers two interpretations: Accord-
ing to one opinion it was a window, while 
according to others the tzohar was a pre-
cious stone that shined brightly and lit up 
the teiva.

Each of these interpretations leaves us 
to ask a fundamental question. How could 
one window or one shiny jewel provide 
sufficient light for a massive structure with 
multiple stories and compartments?

The Baal Shem Tov zy’a, offers a beau-
tiful answer to this very question. Noach’s 
mission was to take a world of misery- 
tzarah- and transform it to a world of light-
Hashem instructs him to make a tzohar. 
The word tzohar is made up of the same 
letters as the word tzarah. Noach’s mission 
is indeed to transform the darkness and 
misery to light. 

The Baal Shem Tov continued to explain 
that the word teiva can also simply mean-
word. The Baal Shem Tov explains that 
when we recite words of tefila or divrei 
torah they metaphysically serve as a 
source of light not only for ourselves but 
for the entire world.

There is a fascinating teaching in the 
Zohar HaChadash that offers an interest-
ing take on the entire narrative of Noach. 
Upon emerging from the teiva and witness-
ing the destruction in the world following 
the flood, Noach began to weep, and then 
called out to Hashem- questioning how it 
could be that the world was decimated. 
Hashem, according to this teaching, 
answers Noach, calling him a foolish ser-
vant- “I told you that you were righteous 
before me, and that the world was destined 
for destruction, and you did nothing! You 
had the capacity to daven and intercede, 
and you did nothing to convince me that 
the world was worth protecting!”

 Reb Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, zy’a 
points out something interesting in this 
teaching. In not advocating at all, by not 
making any effort whatsoever to show 
concern for others, Noach was not sim-
ply selling others short, but rather was 



OU ISRAEL CENTER 49

selling himself short! Noach simply did 
not understand or believe that he, as a 
righteous person, had the ability to both 
advocate for or influence others! He sim-
ply didn’t understand that he, like each of 
us, can indeed make a difference-that we 
are all given the gift of koach hatefila, the 
power of tefila, to transform ourselves, and 
transform the world!

Perhaps each of these ideas presented by 
the holy Baal Shem Tov and the Kedushat Levi, 
can be a source of much chizuk for each of us.

 Yehi Ratzon, may the light that each of us 
can continue to bring to the world through 
our words of tefila and through sharing divrei 
torah with one another be a source of chizuk 
for each of us and for the entire world. 

Currency Exchange Service
10 Kanfei Nesharim, Jerusalem, 

Phone 02-5023673

Also pickup and delivery - 
door to door service 

at no extra charge  

Hours: 9am - 6:30 pm, 
Friday 9am-12:30pm

Over 20 years in the business, excellent 
rates, prompt reliable service

Give us a call!
Whatsapp/Cell Izzy Schur: 

0504545430
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

Addressing the War Today

GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

Addressing the War Today

When Doves Turn Into Lions 
 After experiencing an apocalyptic night-

mare and witnessing the devastation of an 
entire planet, Noach was antsy and wanted 
information about the receding water levels. 
For months, even though the rains had long 
abated, he was too frightened to crack open a 
window. Finally, summoning his courage, he 
dispatched birds to seek out dry land. 

However, dispatching the birds wasn’t 
just logistical to discover dry land, it was 
also symbolic. In particular, the journeys of 
the dove were highly iconic. Just as the new 
world was about to launch, a dove flew over 
the retreating waters. After its third mission 
the dove disappeared from view. Doves 
hovering above the new world provides an 
iconic image for the future of the new reality. 

Jews are like doves. Throughout Tanach, 
but especially in Shir Hashirim, we are 
compared to doves. A dove being the first 
organism to settle the new order foreshad-
ows the historical role of the Jewish people 
in preventing the moral collapse which led 
to the world’s destruction in the first place. 
A few hundred years after the flight of the 
dove a nation of doves would be selected 
to serve as the moral and religious con-
science of the world. 
LOYALTY 

The midrash (Shir Hashirim Rabbah 

perek 4) highlights the loyalty of doves as 
the reason we are likened to them. While 
other birds rotate through different mates, 
doves maintain their loyalty to their orig-
inal partners. Like doves we have main-
tained steadfast loyalty to our original hus-
band, HaKadosh Baruch Hu. 

It wasn’t always this way. At the onset of 
our relationship with Hashem our loyalty 
often faltered. We flirted with fictitious 
gods while relying upon local superpow-
ers such as Egypt and Assyria, in place of 
depending solely upon Hashem. Repeat-
edly our prophets warned us against this 
unfaithful behavior. Sadly, we learned this 
lesson the hard way and were evicted from 
our shared home with Hashem. 

However, as history unfolded our loyalty 
grew. During our long exile we consistently 
rebuffed seductive invitations to join other 
nations or to assimilate into other cultures. 
From 4th century BCE Greek Hellenism to 
19th century European, we held tightly to 
our ancient Covenant with Hashem. We 
were loyal, even when it was hard to be. 
For two thousand years it appeared that 
Judaism was in decline while other reli-
gions and cultures were ascendant. Loy-
alty, though, is blind to historical patterns 
and to cultural winds, and our loyalty to 
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Ilana Nelson        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

NEW! RENOVATED APT ON SHAI AGNON ST
BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED 4 ROOMS, 92 M, 4TH FL WITH 
ELEVATOR, PERMIT FOR BALCONY IN PROCESS, QUIET, 
PRIVATE MAHSAN AND PARKING
ASKING PRICE 4,450,000

CLASSIC RECHAVIA 4 RM APT IN THE HEART OF 
THE SHAAREI CHESED COMMUNITY
#2 IBN EZRA CORNER WITH KKL, 4 RMS, 1ST FLOOR, 93 M 
WITH LARGE ENCLOSED BALCONY WITH PARTIAL 
SUKKAH (OVER 100M IN TOTAL), HIGH CEILINGS, GOOD 
CONDITION.
ASKING PRICE 5,400,000

BEAUTIFUL SPACIOUS BAKA FAMILY HOME 
FOR SALE
186 SQM SPLIT-LEVEL HOME WITH TWO 40M TERRACES
7 ROOMS, 3 FULL BATHROOMS, 2ND FL (31 STEPS), 
GREEN AND BRIGHT, PRIVATE PARKING, STORAGE, 
EXCELLENT CONDITION, CHURCHLAND UNTIL 2077
NOW ASKING NIS 5,200,000

Hashem is a marvel of human history. We 
are loyal doves. 

A related Midrash compares us to doves 
since these birds do not struggle when 
put to death, but willingly submit. During 
this period of our great loyalty to Hashem 
we also offered our lives in defense of His 
name. Unlike suicide murderers we don’t 
have a death wish. Unlike our despicable 
enemies who are infatuated with blood 
and death, we celebrate life. However, we 
are placed on this Earth to defend the pres-
ence of Hashem with every breath we take 
and, if necessary, with our final breath. My 
rebbe, Rav Yehuda Amital, would often cite 
a strident pasuk in Iyov to describe loyalty 
and faith in the post Holocaust era: 

הן יקטלני לו אייחל 
which loosely translates into “though you 
may kill me I will still wait for you”. We 
love Hashem for no ulterior motive and 
not because we expect anything from Him. 
We are loyal to Him regardless of the fate 
he delivers us. No suffering can be worse 
than being severed from Him. We are 
doves in dark times as well. 
TAKING FLIGHT 

We are also modern doves, in ways that 
our ancestors were not. For centuries 
we were landlocked in foreign countries 
without a homeland, without a state 
and without much choice. We could not 
escape the torrent of rabid antisemitism. 
We were more similar to sheep than to 
doves, as Dovid Hamelech portrays ונחשבת 
טבחה  defenseless and without any , כצאן 
options. The midrash describes one of the 
Roman emperors at our lowest moment in 
history, mocking us as a “lone sheep sur-
rounded by 70 wild and rabid wolves”.

Today we are no longer sheep, herded 
involuntarily. We have other options to 
living in Israel. There are numerous quiet 
and calm places to live meaningful Jewish 
lives. Like doves we can fly elsewhere, but 
we choose to stay here. We are tired of run-
ning. We aren’t going anywhere. 

Slowly but surely, the doves are flying 
home. Doves possess innate homing capac-
ity allowing them to return home from far 
distances. During its first two missions, 
Noach’s dove could not find a resting 
place רגליה לכף  מנוח  היונה  מצאה   so it ,ולא 
returned to the ark. 

However, after the third mission it never 
returned. It had discovered its new home. 
We don’t know for certain where that 
first dove nested but it is highly likely that 
it was in the only land unaffected by the 
flood- the land of Israel. Chazal inform 
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A HERD OF LIONS
Just weeks ago, we were badly fractured 

by civil strife and social discord. We didn’t 
watch our words and we squandered our 
love for one another. We shattered our 
common narrative and spewed hatred 
rather than affection. We paid a terrible 
price. However, we are now united. Reli-
gious and secular, Left and Right. Protest 
organizations have now speedily morphed 
into groups providing support to our sol-
diers. We finally have one common pur-
pose. We are not just lions, we are a herd 
of lions and Hashem is watching over us. 

We have demonstrated that, despite our vit-
riol, we beat with one heart. Sadly, it took a hor-
rific tragedy and an existential threat to amplify 
that common heartbeat, but it is finally awake. 
It beats loud. May Hashem hear it and save us. 

 (Written Monday Oct. 16)  

us that the olive branch recovered by the 
dove on its second mission came from a 
tree in the undisturbed land of Israel. It is 
likely then, that the first dove made aliyah 
to Israel, never to be seen again by Noach. 
Those who live in Israel inhabit a pristine 
Land, untouched and unmarred by the 
apocalyptic flood. God’s original creation.

Slowly but surely all the doves are flying 
home. Many are now hurrying to Israel to 
defend our home against the forces of dark-
ness and death. Others are just beginning 
their flight, connecting through this war 
more deeply with our Land and our people. 
They are just starting to grow their wings 
for their final flight home. The doves will all 
return. The doves will triumph over hate. 
BECOMING LIONS 

Though we are compared to doves we 
are also compared to lions. This is the first 
time in history that a pogrom against our 
people will be followed by a war. After 
previous pogroms we had little choice but 
to “lick our wounds” and move on. Not this 
time. We will respond to depravity and 
barbarism and, with Hashem’s help, our 
lions will protect our people and our Land. 

Repeatedly, the Torah portrays a lion as 
crouching and sleeping, but quickly awaken-
ing. This highlights the lightning-fast reaction 
and recovery time of a lion. Over the past 
two weeks our people have quickly recov-
ered from the horrible surprise assault. It is, 
by now, horrifyingly clear that Hamas “yim-
ach shemam” planned a protracted invasion 
of our country which was only thwarted by 
selfless heroism of the initial soldiers and cit-
izens who battled these monsters, knowing 
full well that they would likely face death. 
Our lions saved us from a harsher fate.

Shabbos Bistro
Premium delicious shabbes meals

Openning hours:
Thursday  12 pm-2 am
Friday 8 am-3 pm

     02-9964469 |     054-8777347
Iben Shafrut 5, Rehavia, Jerusalem
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It's finally time to smile  
with confidence! 
*Orthodontic treatment with invisible aligners*

Practitioner's ongoing support: answers to your questions within 24 hours

Complimentary teeth whitening for all treatments initiated until 15/09
Have a sight of your final smile throught 3D modeling

STARTING FROM 14,000 NIS     ALL INCLUSIVE

055 500  4877Book an appointement with Dr Gold

 To Donate: 

www.shalva.org

The Shalva National Crisis Response Center is open and caring for hundreds 
of evacuees from Israel's South.

Israel is in crisis
Help us respond
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Through the Storms of Today: 
Yeshayahu's Message of Hope 

YESHAYAHU 54:1- 55:5

HAFTORAH INSIGHTS
BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA SHMIDMAN

HAFTORAH INSIGHTS
BY REBBETZIN DR. ADINA SHMIDMAN

י מֵעֲברֹ מֵי־נחַֹ עוֹד  עְתִּ בּ֗ ר נִשְׁ י־מֵי נחַֹ זאֹת לִי אֲשֶׁ כִּ
ךְ עָר־בָּ צףֹ עָלַיִךְ וּמִגְּ י מִקְּ עְתִּ בַּ ן נִשְׁ עַל־הָאָרֶץ כֵּ

For this is to Me as Noach’s waters: just as 
I swore never again to pass Noach’s waters 
over the earth, so have I sworn never again 
to be furious at you, or to shout at you.

In this week’s Haftorah, Yeshayahu 
refers to the eternal nature of the covenant 
of Noach. Just as Hashem’s word remains 
steadfast and He will not bring another 
flood, Hashem commits to not be eternally 
angry with His people. The Radak and 
Abarbanel both observe that there is a 
dispute as to how to read the phrase י־מֵי  כִּ
 In some ancient texts, the initial words .נחַֹ
of the pasuk are written as two separate 
words, ַֹי־מֵי נח  because of or like the waters ,כִּ
of Noach, while in other texts, the phrase 
actually appears as only one word, ימֵי  כִּ
 like the days of Noach. The Abarbanel ,נחַֹ
elaborates suggesting that there are two 
messages conveyed in this verse. The first 
message describes the challenges and dif-
ficulties of the days of Noach, ַֹנח ימֵי   The .כִּ
people were sinful and rejected G-d. Yet, 
there was a beacon of hope with Noach 
and through him, the world was rebuilt. 
The Jewish people are here to fulfill this 

mission of bringing Hashem into the world 
and change the dark days into days filled 
with spiritual light. The second message is 
that just as the waters of Noach, ַֹנח י־מֵי   ,כִּ
destroyed nearly all the world but a rem-
nant remained, so too Yerushalayim and 
her people will survive. 

This twofold message resonates deeply 
today. We are faced with two challenges 
- the first is that of the war in Israel and 
the second is the time period we find our-
selves in now. The war has ravaged our 
community. We are filled with sensations 
of wrath, rage, sadness and sorrow. We 
are also keenly aware that war ahead will 
last not only days, but likely months. This 
knowledge creates a sense of anxiety and 
stress. These two sets of feelings cause us 
to wonder whether Hashem is angry with 
us. The Haftorah, also one of the seven of 
consolation, provides words of comfort 
and compassion. Just as the days and 
waters of Noach are manifestation of Hash-
em’s word, so too we pray that we see the 
fulfillment of the second half of the pasuk, 
ךְ עָר־בָּ וּמִגְּ עָלַיִךְ  צףֹ  מִקְּ י  עְתִּ בַּ נִשְׁ ן   so have I ,כֵּ
sworn never again to be furious at you, or to 
shout at you. 
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Making a World  
of a Difference

Two legendary figures: Noach and Avra-
ham. For generations, great minds have 
compared and contrasted their lives. Some 
have argued for Noach’s remarkable righ-
teousness, as he rose above the mire of 
depravity and sinfulness that surrounded 
him. Others have minimized 
his spiritual accomplish-
ments, which pale in com-
parison to Avraham’s. Rashi 
draws our attention to the 
fact that Noach is said to have 
walked “with God” (Genesis 
6:9), while Avraham walked 
“before God” (Genesis 24:40 
and see 17:1). He explains 
that Noach needed help to 
be righteous, while Avraham 
drew strength from within to 
follow his path of righteousness unassisted.1

Rav Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook 
perceived a more profound difference 
reflected by the Torah’s choice of words.2 

Penetratingly, he said that walking “with 
God” is fulfilling God’s spiritual demands of 
the generation—no small feat—but no more. 

1. Rashi on Genesis 6:9, s.v. 
2. The remarks below are based on Midbar 
Shur, derush 13.

Noach did not take the initiative and elevate 
those around him; he boxed himself in, psy-
chologically and physically on the ark, satis-
fied at having strenuously maintained the 
status quo. The opening verse emphasizes 
that Noach was “righteous in his generation” 

(Genesis 6:9), suggesting 
that he was resigned to the 
fact that little could be done 
to pull his contemporaries 
out of their quicksand of 
immorality. Avraham, on the 
other hand, although abso-
lutely loyal to God’s word, 
struck out on his own. He 
risked acting independently 
and creatively to better the 
world around him, as when 
he appointed himself the 

defense for an urban confederacy of sinners.
The Sages say that Avraham observed the 

entire Torah even before it was revealed at 
Sinai.3 Rav Kook took this to mean that Avra-
ham was determined to speed up the process 
of divine revelation, to hasten the existential 
perfection and rectification of the world that 
in the divine plan was meant to occur only 
later. He laid the groundwork for this by 

3. Mishnah, Kidushin, 4:14.

את האלוקים התהלך נח
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related macular degeneration (AMD) as an alternative to
hospital

- Intravitreal injections of Avastin, Lucentis, Eylea & Vabysmo
- OCT imaging
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Rabbi Goldscheider is the author of the newly 
published book ‘Torah United’ (OU Press), featuring 
divrei Torah on the weekly parasha from Rav Kook, 
Rabbi Solovetichik, and the Chassidic Masters.
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731

sharing divine wisdom with and raising up 
the spirit of his generation. Walking “before 
God” is to act independently while bearing 
God’s teachings and goals in mind, and, in a 
way, it is even to precede God.

Avraham’s expansive idealism enabled 
him to recognize the raw spiritual poten-
tial latent in himself and in his generation. 
He firmly believed that every individual 
could strengthen and stretch their spiritual 
muscles to meet Olympic benchmarks. 
Not only was he convinced that humanity 
could better itself, but he believed that 
humanity could be catapulted to awesome 
heights. Avraham entertained visions of 
grandeur about the world.

Not long ago, Rav Kook, himself an Avra-
ham, followed in our forefather’s footsteps 
and walked “before God.” He discerned 
the amazing vitality and profound poten-
tial of the soul of the Jewish nation. After 
our tortuous and torturous exile, his lofty 
teachings, which radiate love for others, 
have been a boon to the rejuvenation of 
our national spirit. Two great Avrahams, 
the first Jew in history and the first Ashke-
nazi Chief Rabbi of pre-state Israel, had the 
firm conviction that every individual has 
the power to effect revolutionary change.

We are all called to walk Avraham’s path. 
Judaism is a faith for those who seek to 
change the world. To be a Jew is to seek to 
make a difference, to change lives for the bet-
ter, to heal the scars of our fractured world. 
We are not meant to ride the tide, alone, but 
to be a tide that raises all boats. 
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לעילוי נשמת
יואל אפרים בן אברהם עוזיאל זלצמן ז"ל

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Naming for One, Thinking of Another

FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Question: Sometimes a man dies and 
his widow offers family members a mone-
tary gift if they name a baby after him. If 
someone wants to do so, to be nice and also 
for the money, but they do not want to con-
nect their son spiritually to the deceased 
(let’s call him Uncle David), may they tell 
everyone they are naming for U. David but 
intend for David Hamelech?

Answer: We must warn about two lim-
itations: 1. There are differences between 
similar cases; 2. We are not experts in the 
kabbalistically-oriented elements of giving 
a name. But we can generally discuss the 
value of naming after a deceased person, 
questions of honesty, and practicalities. 

Names have significance in different 
ways. Chazal (including in Berachot 7b) 
focus on the meaning of the name’s impact 
on a person’s life for good or bad. More 
recent sources mention the idea of tapping 
into the good qualities of the one named 
after and bringing benefit to the deceased 
(see sources in Otzar Habrit 6:4). Poskim 
discuss how naming after a parent and, 
likely, a grandparent (not an uncle) falls 
under the mitzva of kibbud av va’em (see 
B’tzel Hachochma I;35). It is clear from 
sources and logic that intention connects 

the baby to the person he is named for (the 
benefit to the deceased is not shared by 
every departed David). 

We will not advise parents whether to 
name their babies based on ideas, sound, a 
relative, or a tzaddik. Hopefully, monetary 
gain is not a major factor but “a factor” in 
choosing between names under consider-
ation. It is common and not controversial 
to have in mind for both a relative and 
a tzaddik(a) who originally inspired that 
name’s use. It is very possible that this 
brings credit to the former and blessing 
to the child due to the latter. (We make no 
promises or predictions.)

For what is the aunt paying? Three main 
things deserve appreciation: 1) The par-
ents’ sacrifice by not giving a name they 
prefer (assuming David is not their pre-
ferred name). 

2) Honoring and creating a living remem-
brance of U. David, which has innate value 
and can bring psychological solace to the 
living. This exists as long as the parents are 
consistent in telling the family the baby is 
named in U. David’s honor. 

These two are unaffected by the parents’ 
intentions, and if this is what the aunt has 
in mind, there is no problem. 

3) The prospect that the naming will 
benefit U. David’s neshama. If this segula 
element is the (or a significant part of the) 
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aunt’s intention, then it would be genei-
vat da’at to not intend for the baby to be 
named after U. David in a significant (not 
necessarily exclusive) way and take the 
money. One violates that prohibition when 
he gives the impression of a bigger favor 
than is true when it might bring reciproc-
ity (Shulchan Aruch, Choshen Mishpat 
228:6; see this column, Lech Lecha 5778), 
all the more so when a gift is promised. 
While one does not violate geneivat da’at 
over the recipient’s needless assumptions, 
a certain level of spiritual intention for the 
deceased is a valid assumption.

Two principles regarding doing things 
that make others feel good may compete. 
On the one hand, there is the halacha of 
geneivat da’at. On the other hand, one 
wants to make the recipient feel good and 
certainly not be insulted (see Yevamot 
65b). Out of concern for honesty, should 
someone say: “Don’t think my Shabbat 
invitation is because we are friends but 
because the rabbi told me no one else is 
willing to invite you”! 

If they are unwilling to have basic inten-
tion for U. David and the aunt cares about 
#3, the parents should give their preferred 
name and explain that it was important 
for them. If multiple relatives have turned 
down the offer, insult should be weighed 
versus deceit. A good solution is to give a 
double name, with the intention that the 
David part is for U. David. This shows will-
ingness to be connected to him, dispels a 

misconception of his exclusivity, and “pro-
tects the child” from unwanted connection 
(see Igrot Moshe, Orach Chayim IV:66; 
Otzar Habrit 6:8) 

In real cases, parents can seek family 
and/or rabbinic guidance to reach a bal-
anced solution. 
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difference. To learn, to daven, to donate 
blood, to call your loved ones. Do everything 
we can to actualize our drive and not let our 
thoughts weaken our faith.

Am Yisrael Chai!”
יעקב חי בן רבקה רישא

Even though we here are doing our 
utmost to protect you physically, we 
know that you, at home, are protecting us 
spiritually and emotionally! We can feel 
the immense warm embrace of support, 
well wishes and Tefilot that you send our 
way every day, and it gives us the energy 
we need to do our part for Klal Yisrael! 
Although, if truth be told, the true heroes 
of these difficult times are not the soldiers 
in the field but their wives, parents, grand-
parents and children back home.

B”H we have been training for this 
moment for years. They have not. We are in 
the company of old comrades and friends. 
They are often alone (in the deepest sense). 
We are being endlessly pampered. They are 
changing pampers (diapers). We are kept 
busy and active. They are busy trying to 
keep everything afloat back home, holding 
at bay their own nerves and tears. We sleep 
at night (when not on mission). Their mis-
sion never ends, and sleep is no easy feat. 
Our sacrifice is celebrated. Theirs is unfor-
tunately often overlooked. As this war has 
repeatedly reminded us, our families are 
the true front lines.
    אשר יצחק בן שרה ורדית

Below are articles from “Chizzuk 
from our Chayalim” a new NCSY Israel 
resource sharing words of strength 
and inspiration from our NCSY soldiers 
fighting on the front lines. 

You can see more at:
israel.ncsy.org/chizzuk

I wanted to share some quick thoughts. I 
got called up to reserves. Baruch Hashem 
I’m able to help Am Yisrael, G-d’s chosen 
people, eliminate those who want to destroy 
his world. Make a Kiddush Hashem by 
showing Hashem’s presence and protection 
of His people. On a personal level, I feel a 
lot of emotions. The feelings of fear and 
strength/faith bouncing back and forth in 
my head makes it hard to focus on anything. 
But when learning a bit and thinking a bit 
about how far I’ve come personally, it’s really 
a beautiful moment. To be in a fight for our 
lives, we must truly appreciate what our lives 
mean to us, how far we’ve come, and the 
positive direction where we’re heading.

We must do whatever we can to stay 
strong, to strengthen our faith in our rock— 
.Hashem is always with us .הצור תמים פעלו

I saw a timely piece in the Rambam that 
says that doing anything that’ll weaken your 
spirit is an Issur M’Doraytah during wartime. 
We need to reconsider what looking at the 
news is doing for us, whether it’s articles or 
videos that display only the bad— and con-
tinue to do what we can to make a positive 
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Real Life Rescues 
A Firsthand Account: Helping Survivors  
of Hamas Massacres Start Their Recovery    By Avi MoskowitzReal Life Rescues 

EMT Saves Baby from  
Severe Allergic Reaction  
Following First Taste of Tahini
On a recent Tuesday morning in Jerusalem, parents 
were feeding their 6-month-old baby and introduced 
him to tahini for the first time. Within minutes, the 
baby developed a severe allergic reaction. The 
infant's parents immediately called emergency 
services, seeking urgent help.

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Shalom Klein, 
alerted to the emergency through his proximity alert 
system, sprang into action as the first responder on 
the scene. Arriving promptly, Shalom was confronted 
with a distressing sight - a baby boy with swollen lips 
and tongue, struggling to breathe, and covered in a 
worrisome rash.

Recognizing the symptoms as indicative of an 
anaphylactic shock, the volunteer knew immediate 
intervention was crucial. Without hesitation, he 
administered a life-saving EpiPen injection, delivering 
a dose of epinephrine to counteract the severe 
allergic reaction. The powerful medication quickly 
took effect, and the infant's breathing became less 
labored. The swelling in the lips and tongue began to 
subside, providing much-needed relief to the child.

As the symptoms continued to recede, the EMT 
monitored his condition while awaiting the arrival of 
a mobile intensive care ambulance. Several minutes 
later, the ambulance team arrived and transported 
the infant to the nearest hospital for further 
treatment and observation.

Reflecting on the incident, Shalom emphasized the 
importance of having an EpiPen readily available. 
"It's a great thing 
I had an EpiPen in 
my medical kit," he 
stated. "An EpiPen 
can save a person's 
life within minutes 
and is a huge help 
for both EMTs and 
patients."

1221

On Monday, October 9th, I traveled from Beit Shemesh 
down to the Dead Sea where several hotels are hosting 
evacuees from the south, together with fellow United 
Hatzalah volunteer Brynie Lezevnik. The hotel we 
were sent to had several families from Kibbutz Magen, 
Netivot and Sderot, and our role as members of the 
United Hatzalah Psychotrauma and Crisis Response 
unit was to alleviate the emotional shock suffered by 
the survivors of the massacres committed by Hamas 
on Saturday morning.
We arrived at around 4:30 in the afternoon. We saw 
kids outside, in the back of the hotel, and jumped right 
in, starting to engage with them. Some other volunteer 
groups had set up a bubble station and some art 
supplies. Other kids were running around and playing 
in the yard. We started by engaging the children and 
gaining trust and at the same time, starting to build 
a rapport with the parents and grandparents (many 
families have several generations living on the kibbutz 
and in the cities). We spent a couple of hours with 
those families, learning that they only just arrived at 
this hotel that same morning. Many of them started 
opening up, recounting their stories and how they felt 
during the roughly 6 hours that they had been locked 
up in their homes. All of these families knew each 
other, and their kids were all friends.
After that, the families went to eat dinner and we 
started connecting with the rest of the therapists who 
had arrived to help. Some were from organizations and 
some were private individuals. There was an organizer 
on site who took everybody’s information and opened 
a WhatsApp group, and we started coordinating. The 
organizer sat with someone from the social services 
of Kibbutz Magen, who arrived with the evacuess, to 
learn what the needs of the community were. They 
organized a list of groups that needed to be run for 
various ages and we divided up the responsibilities for 
the next day.
After that meeting we spent another couple of hours, 
approaching families in the lobby of the hotel, letting 
them know who we were and allowing them to tell 
their stories. Almost everyone opened up with very 
little prying. People wanted to be heard. They were 
scared, frustrated, angry at the government, and most 
of all, unsure of how they could ever return to their 

homes and feel safe there. This was the number one 
concern across the board.
At the end of the day, even though we were meant 
to stay in a nearby hotel and go home first thing in 
the morning, both Brynie and I decided there was 
too much work to do. We decided we would stay for 
another day.
After eating something, I made my way back to the 
hotel where we were working. Some of the kids I 
had met the day prior quickly came up to me, telling 
me what they had eaten for breakfast. This showed 
that we had made some headway in gaining their 
trust allowing them to share with us, even miniscule 
facts. The families slowly started to trickle in from 
their rooms and from breakfast, and I started to 
reconnect with them. Some new families from the 
kibbutz had arrived, and they were welcomed by 
their friends and family. 
One of the interactions that left a mark on me was 
with a woman in her 90s who had great-grandchildren 
living on the kibbutz. She had lived up north during 
the 1st Lebanon War and shared the flashbacks she 
was having. 
Another was a man who had 3 sons and 2 grandchildren 
who stayed on the kibbutz to help with security efforts 
after the evacuation.
The survivors we met with have witnessed horrors and 
it will take way more than the few conversations we 
had with them for them to heal, but we hope to have 
helped them start their long journey toward recovery.

Avi Moskowitz is a volunteer in United Hatzalah’s 
Psychotrauma and Crisis Response Unit, which 
addresses the emotional needs of family members, 
witnesses, and bystanders during and after traumatic 
situations. He lives in Ramat Beit Shemesh.
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