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Synagogues in the Jewish Quarter - The Hurva

The Jewish Quarter is located on the western hill
overlooking the Temple Mount in Jerusalem. In
the past, it was part of the "Upper City" during the
late Second Temple period. The sites, buildings,
and archaeological findings within it recount the
rich and glorious history of the Jewish people -
from the days of the First and Second Temples,
through the Middle Ages, foreign rulers, the
Mamluk, Ottoman, and British periods, the 19th
century, and up to our own times.

Synagogues in the Jewish Quarter
Synagogues, Talmud Torah institutions, yeshivot,
and other religious establishments tell the story of
the diverse communities that crowded together
within the walls. Four Sephardic synagogues are
hidden below ground level: the Ramban
Synagogue; Hasidic synagogues such as Tiferet
Yisrael of the Ruzhin Hasidic dynasty and
Tzemach Tzedek of Chabad; and synagogues
established by immigrants from Kurdistan,
Yemen, North Africa, and the Balkans.

The Hurva Synagogue

In the center of the Quarter, the Hurva Synagogue
(Hurvat Rabbi Yehuda HeHasid), also known as
Beit Yaakov, stands out for its beauty. It was
inaugurated in 1864 but was blown up by the
Jordanians during the War of Independence,
shortly before the fall of the Jewish Quarter in lyar
5708 (May 1948). Even after the reunification of
Jerusalem in the Six-Day War, it remained in ruins
until the early 2000s, when the Israeli government
decided to reconstruct and restore it. It was re-
inaugurated in 2010.

Visitors to the synagogue are impressed by the
unique beauty of its interior space. One can view
the Ark of the Covenant, one of the tallest in the
world, visit the archaeology level in the basement,
and ascend toward the dome, where a spectacular
panoramic view of the surroundings of the Old
City awaits.
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Description of the Stamps and Envelope
The stamp is designed as an interior view into the
vast space of the synagogue - from the western
entrance door facing the bimah and the Ark of the
Covenant located at the eastern front. Two of the
four wall paintings are visible, as well as three of
the four arches supporting the tall dome that rises
above the building, and the tall, double-tiered
Ark. At the upper level of the structure is a gallery
encircling the interior of the dome, which visitors
can climb to and walk around.

The tab features a close-up photograph of one of
the impressive, heavy lighting chandeliers.

The First Day Cover shows an external view of
the southern fagade of the synagogue building.
The central arch, which was reconstructed after
the Six-Day War and stood alone without the
building until its reconstruction in 2010, is visible.
Around the base of the dome is a decorative
railing that encircles an exterior balcony, offering
a magnificent view in every direction.

David Ansbacher

Content and Tourism Advisor, Government
Corporation for the Rehabilitation and
Development of the Jewish Quarter in Jerusalem
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