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When the Temple stood, a commandment
applied during the three main festivals in the
Jewish calendar to ascend to Jerusalem:
“Three times you shall hold a festival for Me in
the year. You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened
Bread... at the time appointed in the month of
Aviv, for in it you came out of Egypt... and the
Feast of Harvest, the first fruits of your labors
which you have sown in the field, and the Feast of
Ingathering at the end of the year, when you
gather in your labors out of the field. Three times
in the year all your males shall appear [before the
Lord]” (Exodus 23:14-17).

The three stamps in the series portray the
procession of pilgrims making their way toward
Jerusalem, each carrying the offering appropriate
to the festival. A colorful description of the
pilgrimage appears in the Mishnah:

“How were the first fruits brought? All the towns
of a district assembled in the town of the
district... The officer would say: ‘Arise and let
us go up to Zion, to the Lord our God’... Those
who lived nearby brought fresh figs and
grapes, and those from afar brought dried figs
and raisins. The ox walked ahead of them, its
horns overlaid with gold, and a wreath of olive
leaves on its head, while the flute played
before them” (Mishnah Bikkurim 3:2-3).

Dual Significance in Tradition

The Jewish tradition assigns a dual meaning to
these three main festivals. On the one hand,
they are explicitly religious holidays, each linked
in its own way to the remembrance of the
Exodus from Egypt:

* Passover — the Seder night and the telling of
the Exodus story

¢ Shavuot - the giving of the Torah during the
journey from Egypt to the Land of Israel

¢ Sukkot - dwelling in the sukkah in memory of
Israel’s wanderings in the desert

On the other hand, they also have an agri-
cultural significance reflected in the names of
the festivals, which derive from the seasons in
which they occur and the agricultural periods
they represent:

* Passover — the Festival of Spring

e Shavuot - the Festival of the Harvest and the
Day of First Fruits

* Sukkot — the Festival of Ingathering
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Offerings Brought by the Pilgrims
On each of these occasions, the pilgrims
brought with them the first fruits of the agri-
cultural produce that had ripened near the
festival date. Rabbi Akiva detailed the main
offering brought to the Temple at each festival:
* “Bring a sheaf of barley on Passover - the
barley season - so that your grain will be
blessed.

* Bring the first fruits of wheat on Shavuot - the
fruit-bearing season - so that the fruits of the
tree will be blessed.

* Bring the water libation on Sukkot so that the
rains will be blessed” (Tosefta, Sukkah 3).

Accordingly:

¢ On the Passover stamp, the woman holds a
large sheaf of freshly harvested barley.

¢ On the Shavuot stamp, the woman carries on
her head a tray of wheat stalks alongside fruits
of the Seven Species (“First fruits are brought
only from the Seven Species” - Mishnah
Bikkurim 1:3).

¢ On the Sukkot stamp, which marks the close
of the agricultural year, the man holds the Four
Species (lulav, etrog, myrtle, and willow).

Symbolism of the Stamp Series

The pilgrimage procession connecting the
three stamps in the series illustrates the agri-
cultural cycle of the year as observed by the
People of Israel during the Temple period - a
tradition renewed by Jewish settlement in the
Land of Israel in recent generations.
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