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Centenary of the International Philatelic Federation

The International Federation of Philately (French:
Fédération Internationale de Philatélie), known by
its initials FIP, is celebrating the centenary of its
establishment. In 1926, several national philatelic
societies in Europe joined together with the aim of
establishing an umbrella organization that would
foster the hobby of stamp collecting and promote
cooperation among collectors throughout the
world. The Federation is headquartered in Zurich,
Switzerland, and is governed by a board of seven
members elected every four years from among
the world's leading philatelists.

During its one hundred years of activity, the
International Federation of Philately has developed
impressively, and today it brings together more
than ninety national societies from all parts of the
world. Every two years the Federation holds an
international congress attended by representatives
of all the national societies. During the congress,
the representatives receive reports on the Fede-
ration's activities in its various fields of operation
and approve amendments to the rules and
regulations under which the Federation operates.

The International Federation of Philately works to
promote the hobby of stamp collecting, both by
increasing the number of people engaged in the
hobby and by improving the professional
standards of collectors. In order to achieve these
objectives, the Federation maintains close
relations with the Universal Postal Union and with
stamp dealers throughout the world. It also works
to formulate rules that will ensure the support of
postal administrations in the various countries for
the promotion of stamp collecting and for action
against the issue of illegal stamps intended to
exploit stamp collectors.

One of the principal functions of the International
Federation of Philately is to establish the funda-
mental rules of the hobby and to define the
method by which the quality of a collector's
exhibit may be evaluated. To achieve this
objective, FIP publishes rules and regulations
defining the various fields of collecting, and
operates a system of courses for the training and
accreditation of jurors for philatelic exhibitions.
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Each year, the International Federation of Philately
grants its patronage to a number of world-level
philatelic exhibitions. As part of this patronage,
the Federation supervises the quality of the
exhibits accepted for the exhibitions and the
jurors appointed to evaluate them. The exhibition
regulations are revised from time to time in order,
on the one hand, to ensure the continued
participation of the world's leading collectors and,
on the other hand, to encourage wider parti-
cipation by enabling new collectors to exhibit
innovative collections.

Accordingly, in 2004 the framework known as the
World Championship in Philately was established,
enabling experienced collectors who had
exhausted their eligibility to exhibit competitively
to once again present their outstanding collections
to the public. In this way, new exhibition classes
are introduced from time to time, such as Modern
Philately, One-Frame Exhibits, and Picture
Postcards, in which new collectors who have not
previously exhibited at philatelic exhibitions are
able to participate.
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