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Festivals 2026
Tales of the Tzaddikim
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Festivals 2026 - Tales of the Tzaddikim

This year's Festival stamp series focuses on three
stories of righteous men, which take place against the
backdrop of the festivals of the month of Tishrei. These
stories extol the sensitivity of the righteous to matters of
society and charity, and their contribution to the
welfare of the public, even in cases where they choose
to give precedence to such activity over accepted
custom.

If Not Higher

The first stamp presents the story of the Hasidic tale
“The True Act of Repentance”, which was adapted by
. L. Peretz into the literary work “If Not Higher”.

In its literary version, the story concerns the figure of
the Rabbi of Nemirov, who, during the period of the
Selichot prayers, would disappear from his home
every morning and would not come to pray at the
synagogue. His Hasidim related that the rabbi used to
ascend to Heaven and pray at the foot of the Throne of
Glory, but an opponent of the Hasidic movement who
happened to arrive in the town mocked the faith of the
Hasidim and decided to follow the rabbi. He discovered
that after the members of his household had gone
to the synagogue, the rabbi disguised himself in the
clothes of a non-Jewish peasant, took a bundle of
firewood, and made his way through the cold and
snow to the poor home of a sick and lonely old woman.
He lit her stove, and while splitting the wood and
kindling the fire, the rabbi quietly recited the Selichot
prayers until the task was completed. The sceptical
opponent became one of the rabbi's followers, and
when people said that the rabbi ascended during the
Selichot prayers to the foot of the Throne of God, he
would add, "If not higher."

The Village Saint

The second stamp presents the story "The Village
Saint”, a Hasidic tale adapted by Sholem Asch. It
focuses on the Rosh Hashanah prayers in a synagogue
in Eastern Europe.

The story concerns a Jewish boy who lacked under-
standing and education, and who had grown up all his
life in a remote village without ever having the oppor-
tunity to study or to experience Jewish life. When he
reached the age of Bar Mitzvah, his father had to take
him to the nearby town during the festivals so that he
could pray, for the first time in his life, in a synagogue
with a congregation. The boy found no interest in either
the prayers or the prayer book, yet with all his heart he
wished to turn to God in the way that was familiar to
him. At a certain point he could no longer restrain
himself. He put two fingers into his mouth and let out a
loud whistle, to the horror of his father and the other
worshippers. All those present wanted to punish the
insolent boy, but the rabbi interrupted his prayers and
said that the sound of the whistle, which had come
from the boy's heart, had pierced the gates of Heaven
and opened the way for all the other prayers of the
congregation.
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The Crate of Etrogs

The third stamp presents the story “The Crate of
Etrogs”, a tale that takes place in Baghdad, Irag. It
focuses on the taking of the Four Species in the
courtyard of the Great Synagogue in Baghdad's
Jewish quarter.

The story concerns Rabbi Yosef Chaim, known as the
Ben Ish Hai, who, on the eve of Sukkot, sent his
attendants to purchase a choice set of the Four
Species. Despite the high price of the etrogs, the rabbi
instructed them to buy several etrogs for him and not to
make do with a single one. He announced that anyone
who had not succeeded in purchasing the Four
Species would be able to borrow them from him and
fulfil the commandment. On the morning of the festival,
many members of the community came to the
synagogue to borrow the rabbi's Four Species, and
each time the delicate etrog became blemished as it
was passed from hand to hand, the rabbi's attendants,
who stood nearby, replaced it with another etrog from
the crate of etrogs they had purchased. When his
students asked why he did not spare his money and
his opportunity to fulfil the commandment with a choice
etrog, Rabbi Yosef Chaim taught them that it is
preferable to enable the many to fulfil the command-
ment than to glorify oneself personally.

The First Day Cover incorporates a quotation from the
commentary of the Rosh (Rabbi Asher ben Jehiel) on
Tractate Pe'ah of the Mishnah, expressing the idea that
commandments which serve the public are preferable
to those whose sole purpose is to please God: "For the
Holy One, blessed be He, desires more the command-
ments through which the will of His creatures is also
fulfilled than commandments that are between
a person and his Creator."

Moshe Rimer
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