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Summer Camps in Israel

Summer Day Camps,
Overnight Camps and Seminars

The summer camp enterprise in the State of Israel
began with the early Zionist movement, the return of
the Jewish people to their homeland, and the
establishment of the new Hebrew education system in
the Eretz Israel.

Summer day camps, intended for children and young
people and operated by youth movements, local
authorities and state authorities, provide recreational
and holiday activities within an educational framework.

For several years now, alongside municipal, public
and institutional summer day camps, privately
operated commercial camps have also been held. The
Ministry of Education welcomes the expansion of the
range of activities and the growing circle of parti-
cipants. At the same time, the Ministry emphasizes that
the summer day camp is an integral part of the
educational programme provided to every child in the
State of Israel up to the age of 18.

Summer day camps and the various holiday prog-
rammes conducted during school vacations are an
integral part of the educational enterprise carried out
throughout the school year in educational institutions.
Their emphasis is placed on social life, play,
recreation, creative activities, and cultural, artistic and
sporting programmes. These activities also provide
children and young people with an opportunity to
unwind after a long and demanding school year and to
regain their strength for renewed intellectual effort.
Throughout the world, there is growing recognition that
summer day camps and overnight camps are
educational tools that make an important contribution
to shaping the character and social behaviour of
children and young people.

In 1990, the Knesset enacted the Summer Day Camps,
Camps and Seminars Law, regulating the entire
summer camp system, in which more than one million
children in Israel participate. The Law provides that
any activity conducted during an official school
vacation, involving more than eleven children and
lasting more than two days, constitutes a summer
camp under the Law. The Ministry of Education
publishes a set of regulations (the Director-General's
Circular) providing guidance to all those concerned
with the establishment and operation of summer
camps.

The Law and the regulations enacted pursuant to it
establish professional standards for the operation and
management of activities held during the summer
vacation and school holidays. These provisions relate,
among other things, to staffing, educational prog-
rammes, security, sanitation and safety.

Pursuant to the Law, an inter-ministerial committee was
established and is headed by the official responsible
for implementation of the Law within the Society and
Youth Administration. The committee meets twice each
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year - before and after the summer vacation - and
conducts inspections in the field during the vacation
period.

Under the Law, every summer day camp is required to
hold a licence. Obtaining a licence requires the
submission of an educational programme, a business
licence, and compliance with all security and safety
requirements established by the Security and Safety
Division of the Ministry of Education.

Responsibility for implementation of the Law rests with
the Society and Youth Administration of the Ministry of
Education. Within the Administration there is an official
responsible for the implementation of the Summer
Camps, Camps and Seminars Law. This official is
responsible for issuing licences, following inspection
and the training of those responsible for operating the
camp.

Israel's extensive summer day camp system includes
camps devoted to computers, artificial intelligence,
hiking, sports and the arts.

In recent years, the education system has introduced
the 'Summer School' project, under which many
summer day camps are held in schools as a direct
continuation of the school year. These camps operate
on school premises and are run by members of the
school's staff.

The Ministry of Education welcomes the expansion of
the range of activities and the growing circle of
participants in all types of summer camps, while
emphasizing that a summer camp is an educational
activity in every respect and therefore requires
thorough planning and preparation. Above all, the
Ministry reminds camp directors that they bear
responsibility for ensuring that every child returns
home safely.

Ariel Weiss

Supervisor of the Summer Day Camps,Camps and
Seminars Law

Society and Youth Administration, Ministry of Education
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