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GDAI 90th Anni

The Graphic Designers Association of Israel
(GDAI) marks a historic milestone this year - 90
years of activity and leadership in the field of
visual communication in Israel, nine decades of
shaping both public consciousness and the
State. The story of the Association is inseparably
intertwined with the story of the establishment and
visual identity of the State of Israel, even before
independence was declared.

The Association's roots date back to 1935, with
the establishment of the Association of Applied
Graphic Artists by a group of experienced
graphic designers from Central Europe, including
Rudi Dayan (Deutsch), who designed its first
logo, Franz Krausz, the Shamir Brothers, Tuvia
Aharoni, and others. During its early years, this
pioneering group struggled to gain recognition for
graphic design as an official and respected
profession. During the years of the Second World
War, members of the Association joined the
national propaganda effort, and following Israel's
independence their work became part of the
affairs of state. Association member Richard Levy
was appointed Graphic Adviser to the Govern-
ment, and the Association's designers created
many of the visual assets that became part of
Israel's national heritage - from the national flag
and the State Emblem (designed by the Shamir
Brothers), through the insignia of the Israel
Defense Forces, to coins and banknotes.

Throughout the following decades, the Association
strengthened its professional and international
standing. In 1966 it became one of the founding
members of Icograda (the International Council of
Graphic Design Associations), and in 1989 it
proudly hosted the organisation's 13th World
Congress in Tel Aviv. The Association's chairmen
and leaders over the years - including Gad
Rothschild, Zvi Narkiss, Professor Yoram Vardi-
mon, and Israel Prize laureate Dan Reisinger-led
initiatives to establish professional ethical stand-
ards, negotiate fee agreements with government
institutions, and launch major events such as the
“‘Golden Ratio” competition. In 2019, under the
leadership of Chairman Nir Navot and Chief
Executive Officer Gal Zonshine, the Association
reformulated its vision to meet the challenges of
the changing digital age.

As part of the Association's 90th anniversary
celebrations, a special project was launched in
cooperation with the Israel Philatelic Service,
under the leadership of Chairman Nir Navot and
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Association President Yossi Lemel: a nationwide
competition to design an official postage stamp,
organised in close cooperation with the Israel
Philatelic Service of Israel Post. The project
invited members of the Association to apply their
talent to express the essence of the Association in
a miniature work of art - an official postage stamp
that would tell the story of Israel's design
community and commemorate its achievements.

The response to the project was unprecedented,
with numerous designers submitting original and
impressive proposals reflecting a wide range of
visual languages. The professional judging pro-
cess was conducted anonymously and with great
care by a distinguished panel comprising the
Association's leadership, representatives of the
Israel Philatelic Service, and leading designers.
The three winning designs demonstrated graphic
excellence, conceptual originality, and perfect
fsuitability for the constraints of the postage stamp
ormat.

The 90th Anniversary Stamp Project is not merely
a historical tribute; it is a living testimony to the
power of graphic design as a means of shaping
culture and public consciousness. The selected
stamp, to be issued in Israel and abroad, will
serve as a travelling visual monument, reminding
us all that behind every symbol, poster, and
graphic element in the State of Israel stand nine
decades of thought, passion, and original Israeli
creativity.

Gal Zonshine
CEO, Graphic Designers Association of Israel
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